
The city chose to go with
the name Howe Area
Chamber of Commerce to
appeal to members from
local communities as well
as businesses in Howe.

On the new website, which

It was quite the week for
downtown Howe. I was able
to meet the newest owner of
the 107-111 E. Haning St.
buildings and she's quite the
mover and shaker. Her
residence will remain in
Denton, but it is nice to have
someone in town with as
much appreciation for and
interest in the history of the
city, even if she's only here
part time.

The downtown building
under construction is taking
on a life of its own. A big
thanks to John Suggs at
Bethel Baptist Church for
offering to help me out. We
moved about 50 floor joist
that were 2"x12"x25 feet
and 114-years-old. I may
never care to pick those
things up ever again. They
did see daylight for perhaps
the first time since the
building was constructed in
1900. Concrete is scheduled
to be put in place as the new
flooring this week. The
original hardwood flooring
was mostly either previously
removed or eaten by
termites. However, I did
salvage as much as I could
and could possible
reconstruct about 1,000
square feet of the old stuff.
The floor joists that were
good will also be reused as
baseboards.
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Howe Area Chamber of Commerce is back

After serveral years without
a functioning chamber of
commerce, Howe now once
again has officially revived
the non-profit organization
to strenghten the business
community in Howe and
surrounding communities.

you to our website and the
great town of Howe, Texas.
As a Chamber of Commerce,
our mission is to promote
local business growth
through the implementation
of events and gatherings
which encourage both
prosperity and community
growth.

The city of Howe offers an
unparalleled sense of
community through our
small town atmosphere and
great residents. This is why
the Howe Chamber of
Commerce has made our
primary goal to promote the
growth of local business and
community. As a member of
our community, whether
through business ownership
or residency, you have not

continued on Page #2

Three downtown units sold
soon open an antique
store in the unit most
west which once housed
Mrs. Chisum's dress
shop.

The new owner,
Caraway, is a community
historian and comes by
way of Pennsylvania, but
has spent the majority of
her adult life in Denton,

can be found at
www.howechamber.com,
President Robert Cannaday
has this message:

"On behalf of the Howe
Area Chamber of commerce,
we would like to welcome continued on Page #11

It became official on
Friday afternoon that
three units on the north
side of E. Haning Street
in downtown Howe were
sold to Georgia Caraway
by O.B. Powers for an
undisclosed amount. The
three units currently
house Clinton's Home
Furnishings, Salvage
Junky and Caraway will

by Monte Walker

(L-R) Robert Cannaday, Tom Defrange and Jonathan Coleman discuss strategy

107-111 E. Haning sold to Georgia Caraway on Friday
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Caraway

any places for lease here." said Caraway.
"Don't ask me why because I wasn't thinking
about buying or leasing a building. I thought
her shop was really cute."

Caraway took a few steps down the block and
standing with his back turned to her was O.B.
Powers in front of 107 E. Haning, looking at a
the unit that he had leased that was full of
antiques. According to Caraway, he told her
that someone just left him with all of that stuff
and he was trying to figure out what to do with
it all.

"I then asked him if the buildings were for sale
and he said he wanted to sell all three of them."
said Caraway. "And then Oscar started talking

where she has not only built the reputation as
an antique specialist, but also has written four
books on the history of Denton. Caraway, a
PHD, feels like Howe was a calling and it was
by happenstance that she even came to Howe.
She was traveling with her companion, Oscar
Blankemeyer to an estate sale in Tom Bean.
Blankenmeyer likes to take different roads to
travel and they ended up in Howe and stopped
at the east end of downtown not realizing that
they were apartments and nearly barged into
someone's living room thinking it was a retail
location. Once they finally figured out the
situation, they found themselves at Salvage
Junky and visiting with Debbie Wallis.

"I don't know why, but I asked her if there were

continued on Page #4

to him about farm equipment and tractors. So I
looked around and loved it."

Caraway has owned antique shops in Lewisville
and Denton and her background is in museum
preservation and has a lot of experience with
remodeling old buildings.

"This one just touched me." said Caraway. "I
looked at the ceilings and the floors. I don't
know what it was, but it just kind of spoke to
me."

While standing in the building, she looked at
Blankenmeyer and quietly mouthed to him "I
want these." She began to negotiate with Powers
and with her having owned buildings on the
square in downtown Denton, she was used to the
pricing structure and what was being asked in
Howe didn't seem so awful compared to the lofty
prices in the metroplex for downtown historic
buildings.

On her ride back home, she explained that her
heart was racing and she called her sister,
Marilyn, who often spends the winter months in
the San Antonio and the summer months in home
state Pennsylvania, and talked about the
opportunity to venture in to the small town
antique business. It is now an opporunity for her
sister to spend her time in Texas closer to her
than San Antonio.

Caraway had some of her construction friends
take a look at the building and her and Powers
continued to negotiate and couldn't come to an
agreement. After waiting three days, she called

Continued from Page #1

The three units that were sold from O.B. Powers to Georgia Caraway

Georgia Caraway in front of the the buildings she purchased on Friday

continued on Page #3
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Powers back and wanted to restart
the negotiations.

"We finally came to an agreement.
From that point on, I was
committed. Afraid, but
committed." she said while
chuckling.

Caraway will remain in Denton
because she says that is her home
and where her friends are. But she
says that there is something about
this community that draws her here.

"After I met people in the street, I
just knew that this was the place."
said Caraway.

"She went down one side of the
street and before she could make it
over to the other side, she'd met
every Howe official in town." said
Blankenmeyer.

Caraway has already committed to
keeping the leases for Clinton's
Upholstery and Salvage Junky. 107
E. Haning will feature a new
antique and gift store which will
also have vintage clothing for sale
as Caraway's sister is in the vintage
clothing business in Pennsylvania
and will have some of the finest
quality merchandise for sale in
downtown Howe.

There will also be some renovations
done to the outside of each building
as the doors will be painted to
match (with the exception of

Caraway

© 2014 The Howe EnterpriseContinued on Page #4

Salvage Junky). The trim around
the windows will be painted and the
trim of the awning will also be
painted. Caraway insists that the
historic look and feel of the
buildings should remain and will.
On the inside of 107 E. Haning, the
original hardwood floors will be
reworked and refinished and the
walls will be painted. The tin
ceilings will also remain.

Caraway has a computer software
background as a programmer. She
went from Pennsylvania to New
Jersey and then was brought to
Dallas to run the computer
operations for a company. She then
worked for Docutel Corporations,
who created the ATM's. She was a
sales representive who covered a
four-state area in her early
twenties. She then started working
for a company that designed the
first point-of-sale machines for
electronic credit card processing.

"They were so far ahead of their
time that I was turned down by
every bank in four states." said
Caraway. "It was just two soon, but
I look back and realize that I was on
the ground floor of the ATM and
point-of-sale industry."

When she called on her last bank,
First National Bank of Dallas, they
turned her down on the point-of-
sale mission, but offered her a
position to head up their program

Continued from Page #2

There are several hutches in the building that are original to Howe
and will stay.



howeenterprise.com Page #4Monday, January 12, 2015

Photo by Michelle Carney

Caraway Continued from Page #3

for their new Automated Clearing
House (ACH). Now as a vice
president of the bank, she had an
opportunity for the first time to go
and get her Business Finance and
Banking degree at Louisiana State
University. After approaching the
bank to help her obtain her masters
degree, they were not willing. So
she quit her great job at the bank
and enrolled at UNT (The
University of North Texas) to
obtain her masters degree in 1988.

"Fate checked in." said Caraway.
"I went on a trip to Europe and
came back with a love of history
and switched my major to Texas
Studies. You can't do anything
with that except teach. So I went
on and got my doctorate in Higher
Education Administration.

She had an antique shop going and
UNT asked her to teach courses on
antiques. She then developed a
company called the Texas Institute
of Antiques and Collectibles. She
wrote a book about antiques and
how to preserve them and then got
a call to go to the Denton County
Museums and took a very active
role with the museum in the old
courthouse. Her and her team then
built the Bayless-Selby Victorian
House Museum just before creating
the first African-American Museum
in North Texas.

After spending 14 years working
with the Denton County Museums,
Caraway felt it was time to do
something else. That's when she
retired.

"I look back with a lot of pride with
what we did." said Caraway. "We
did a lot of fundraising and a lot of
restoration. It brought those
museums where they were looked
upon by the State of Texas as a
shining example.

"I'm hoping the community (Howe)
will accept me and embrace me."
said Caraway.

She said that the city was attractive
to her because of civic actions that
are taking place right now such as
economic development, the Keep
Howe Beautiful program and the
reformation of the chamber of
commerce.

Caraway has her eyes set upon
helping the Howe Enterprise owner

with a book outlining the history of
Howe. With her experience in
writing four books that she's done
for the history of Denton, she's
willing to serve as a guide to get the
same accomplished for Howe on
obviously a smaller scale.

It seems that if everything is
brewing for the small city that has
always been labeled a bedroom
community to Sherman. One year
ago, there was almost no activity in
downtown Howe. A coffee shop
was closing and Abby's Restaurant
had yet to open. In all, three
downtown buildings were standing
empty. And in one year's time,
there is hardly a parking spot to be
found in downtown on a weekday
for lunch or an evening for dinner.
Soon, the new chamber of
commerce will have their home on
the corner building of 101 E.
Haning St., and Advantage
Business Machines now operates at
105 E. Haning St. Two restaurants,
My Estrella and Abby's take up the
entirety of the south side of
downtown. With Designer Cuts,
Clinton's Upholsery, Salvage Junky
and Caraway's new antique store,
that will make every downtown
building occupied by Founders
Day.

Caraway could be the first of many
that come to Howe and leave
impressed with the improvements
that are taking place, not only
downtown, but throughout the
community. She could be the first
of many that want to restore and
revitalize Howe.

Circa 1960's - The north side of downtown Howe.
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Lady Bulldogs lose to Pottsboro, 49-40

it was tough going versus a tough
Pottsboro lady Cardinals team last
Tuesday as Howe seemed to never
get on track. It was an almost
unimaginable low scoring first
period as Howe was clinging to a 5-
3 lead going in to the second
period. That's when things got ugly
for the Lady Bullogs. Pottsboro
outscored Howe 16-2 in the second
and the girls could never quite
recover, although winning the

second half, 28-27. The final was
49-40 and Howe dropped to 16-5
on the season, but most
importantly, 3-1 in district play.

Smith and Riley Harvey each had
10 points to lead the Lady
Bulldogs. Other scorers were Darci
Foster with six, Peyton Streetman,
five, Kayla Anderson, Holly
Hawkins, and Madisyn Hargrove
each had three. Harvey added 15
rebounds in the loss.

Alissa Smith walks off the court after a minor injury on Tuesday

Howe regroups; destroys
Callisburg, 60-31

The Lady Bulldogs (17-5, 4-1)
didn't waste any time getting back
in the win column in District 10-3A
action. The girls traveled to
Callisburg on Friday and showed
no mercy and outscoring the Lady
Wildcats, 17-8 in the first period.
They were just as impressive in the
second period by racking up 18
points to eight for the Lady
Wildcats. Howe outscored
Callisburg 25-15 in the second half
to come away with the easy win.

Riley Harvey got back on her
normal scoring track by totaling 20
points to lead all scorers in the
game. Alissa Smith recorded 13.
Holly Hawkins scored eight while
Darci Foster added six. Other
scorers were Emily Sanders with
five, Hunter Brockelman with
three, Kamryn Fulenchek, two,
Madisyn Hargrove, two, and Kayla
Anderosn with one.
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Bulldogs beat Pottsboro, 68-51

Howe junior Griffin Underwood
racked up 20 points to pace Howe
(14-5, 2-0) past Pottsboro at home
on Tuesday night. The Bulldogs
jumped on the Cardinals early and
never looked back with a 15-6 first
quarter lead. Pottsboro shaved three
points off of the Howe lead going in
to the half trailing 32-24, but a
dominating third quarter saw the
Howe defense hold Pottsboro to
only two points for the entire period

period while Howe tacked on
another 11. The teams tied 25-25
in the fourth quarter, but by then,
the damage was done and Howe
came away with a 68-51 win.

Other scorers were Levi Mrozinski
and Easton Ross, each with 12.
Michael Kehrer added 11, Nick
Wilson had seven, Tyler Grisham
chipped in four, and Sam Akins
rounded out the scoring with his
two points.

Photo by Michelle Carney

Howe's Griffin Underwood preparing for a free throw.
Photo by Michelle Carney

'Dogs continue to be the turnaround gang; beat Callisburg, 62-54
Michael Kehrer scored the same
number on his jersey Friday night
when he tallied 23 points to lead
Howe (15-5, 3-0) to victory over
Callisburg, 62-54.

Howe is undefeated in District 10-
3A and have completely gone from
a pretty good basketball team in
2013-14 to a really good basketball
team in 2014-15. Last season,
Howe finished 9-19 and was able to
squeak into the playoffs. It seems,
however, that this version of the
Bulldogs seems to be preparing
themselves for bigger and better
things down the road.

Other leading scorers for Howe were
Griffin Underwood with 14 and
Easton Ross with 11.

Howe will find out if they are up
for the challenge next week as
they take on number two ranked
Ponder.

Photo by Michelle Carney Photo by Michelle Carney
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Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of Howe
Tuesday, January 13
9:30 am - Women's Bible Study (Beth
Moore's Children of the Day)
Wednesday, January 149:00 am
- Wednesday Workers
6:30 pm - Discover Christ (Children)
6:30 pm - Women's Bible Study (Beth
Moore's Children of the Day)
6:30 pm - Jr. High Youth
7:30 pm - Sr. High Youth
Thursday, January 15
6:00 pm - Boy Scouts
Sunday, January 18
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship service
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts
7:30 pm - Men's Bible Study

First Baptist Church Howe
Tuesday, January 13
7:00 pm - Ladies Bible Study
7:00 pm - Men's Bible Study
Wednesday, January 14
6:30 pm - Fuel
6:45 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:30 pm - Choir
Sunday, January 18
8:30 am - Traditional Worship service
9:45 am - Bible Fellowship
11:00 am - Contemporary Worship service

Community Bible Fellowship
Monday, January 12
7:00 pm - Luella home group Bible Study
Wednesday, January 14
6:30 pm - Food and Fellowship
7:00 pm - Childrens's Ministry
7:00 pm - Youth and Adult Bible Study
Sunday, January 18
10:15 am - Worship Service
7:00 pm - Howe home group Bible Study

Howe Church of Christ
Tuesday, January 13
10:00 am - Terrific Tuesday Bible Class
Wednesday, January 14
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Friday, January 16
7:00 pm - Friday Bible Study Group
Sunday, January 18
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
6:00 pm - Worship Service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday, January 14
6:00 pm - Meal (Donations for adults and
kids eat free)
6:30 pm - Praise service
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - RA's/GA's/children's group
Sunday, January 18
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday, January 14
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Kids Church
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
Sunday, January 18
10:00 am - Kids Church
10:00 am - Morning Service

A Christian Fellowship, Luella
Wednesday, January 14
6:30 pm – Potluck Meal
7:00 pm – Worship Service
7:00 pm – Jr & Sr High Youth
Sunday, January 18
9:30 am – Sunday School (all ages)
10:30 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – KidZone Children’s Service
(5yr – 12 yr)

Howe

38-0 W
49-33 W

21-27 L

texomaelectrician.com

1-855-522-5353
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Faith
by Debbie Wallis

“You are God’s masterpiece,”
Ephesians 2:10. A masterpiece is
how we describe a person’s
greatest work of art; it is
excellence in skill and mindfully
created. When God’s word
describes you as His masterpiece
can you accept it do you think
surely He’s not talking about you.

You were created to feel good
about yourself but because of a sin
nature we cannot do everything
right. Shame, guilt and
condemnation makes you feel you
don’t deserve to be called God’s
masterpiece. If you are defining
yourself by possessions,
accomplishments or the way others
perceive you it will lead to
disappointment. Your personal
identity, or the way you see
yourself, starts early in life.
Parents can say things that can
make you doubt your worth.
Experiences in school and with
peers, rejections or abuse also
shape how you view yourself. We
relate to each other from the
magnifying glass of how we see
ourselves. What you believe in
your heart about yourself deeply
influences how you act. “As a
person thinks in his heart, he

is." Proverbs 23:7. A poor self-
image can be the source for many
complex inner problems such as
depression, inferiority, lack of
confidence, alienation, addictions,
lack of self-control, gossiping,
judgmental spirit, failure syndrome,
perfectionism, controlling
personality, fears and inability to
develop and maintain healthy
relationships.

If you speak negative about yourself
it places a heavy burden on your
spirit. If you speak negative about
others it places a burden in your
spirit and a burden on them, also.
The problem is because God created
humans in His image. You are
created for righteousness, love, and
acceptance. You can’t receive love
and acceptance from God if you are
against yourself or others. God
continually pours out love,
forgiveness and acceptance upon
His children but so many don’t
know how to receive it. You have
to take action to overcome this
negative behavior. Purposely think
and say only good things. I’m not
talking prideful, this is the opposite
of pride, it’s agreeing with the
Lord. “Because you are precious in
My sight and honored, and because
I love you…” Isaiah 43:4. Stop
rejecting yourself and let the healing
begin.

You will discover your unique
identity as you spend more time
with the Lord. Your identity in
Christ is emphasized in Scripture.
Possessions can come and go and
accomplishments be forgotten but
your identity in Christ was bought
by the blood of Jesus. God loves
you. You are loved by God. “For
God so loved the world the He gave
His only Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have
eternal life,” John 3:16.

Six years ago my husband and I
lost everything in a house fire.
Two life’s worth of possessions
and records of accomplishments
became ashes before our eyes.
As I watched our home burn I
sang to the top of my voice,
“This is the day the Lord has
made. I WILL rejoice and be
glad in it.” I refused to allow
bitterness to gain root in my life.
God had not forsaken me and my
identity was in who I am in Him.
“There is no fear in love, but
perfect love cast out fear, because
fear has punishment; and he that
fears is not made perfect in love,”
1 John 4:18. What this means is
that if you love God with all your
heart, and you are secure in your
faith, you know how much you

are loved by your Father in
Heaven, you will not be afraid of
being punished by God. The fear
referred to is the fear of judgment,
the fear of lack, the fear of death.
These fears bring torment and are
inconsistent with trusting God. I
wept with the loss of our house,
but I knew God was for me and
not against me.

If you don’t have a Bible please
contact me at
sfadebbie@yahoo.com and I will
provide you one.
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The man who saved downtown Howe

As the Christmas season came and downtown
Howe was decorated to the hilt with lights,
candy canes and even a downtown lighted
Christmas tree, one man may have felt more
pride than any other citizen in Howe. There was
one man who invested his retired life to remake
downtown to a place of community pride.

Jack Leavenworth came to the Texoma region in
1977 to teach electronics at Southeastern State
University. Leavenworth's and his wife, and
their three children lived in Durant, Oklahoma
where the kids attended school. The oldest
daughter, Ellen, met a young Luella boy named
Richard Hawkins and after marriage, they stayed
in the Howe area.

After teaching at Southeastern, Leavenworth took
a job in Richardson in the telecom industry.

"I only worked there for two years and then went
to Denver for two years." said Leavenworth.
"Then I went down to Boca Raton, Florida and
then I came back here. Since my son-in-law and
daughter were living here in Luella, I started
looking for a house and property around here that
I could move in to."

While Leavenworth was looking for property,
Hawkins deceided to go to Tyler to college and
that left their house open for Leavenworth to
move in to.

It wasn't long afterwords, that he was off to
California for a new position with a new
company for few years. But he always came
back to the Luella house. He and his wife also
lived around Lake Lavon, but again came back
to Howe.

"I bought a house over in Western Hills." said
Leavenworth. "I completely remodeled that
and then was looking to build a shop and then I
found the place I have now. I made an offer
and they took it."

1998 was the year that Leavenworth adopted
Howe as his home 50 years after his birth in
Northville, Michigan. In 2004 and already
experienced the retired life, he became bored
with traveling all over and started his mission.

"I looked at downtown and decided that I could
clean up downtown." said Leavenworth over
lunch at Abby's Restaurant. "I started looking
for a project and I saw a for-sale sign at 106 E.
Haning St. (former Howe Enterprise building)
and it was in pretty bad shape. So I found out
that O.B. Powers and Jimmy Don McMillion
had it for sale, so I made that my first project."

The back of the building became his first
project and he extended the building and put
two bathrooms in it. Before he finished with
the restoration, Ryan Snapp of Finn's said that
in his lease with Powers that it was to be
renovated and leased to him.

"One of my real estate friends told me to look

Jack Leavenworth in front of the front of the remodeled Chisum's building.

Continued on Page #10
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Leavenworth Continued from Page #9

at 105 E. Haning St. (formerly
Chisum's One Stop)." said
Leavenworth. "(The owner) was
getting hassled by the city to fix
the back wall because they were
afraid it was going to cave in."

Leavenworth looked at it and
loved it except for the back 20 feet
of the building. He made an offer
that was refused. Two others
made an offer and then backed
out. That left Leavenworth to
make another offer in which was
accepted.

"There was some interesting stuff
in the old building." said
Leavenworth. "The strangest
thing I found was Mr. Chisum's
card file that listed all of the
people in Howe that still owed
him money. That was fun and I
could have had a lot of fun with it,
but I went and burned it. I was
new to town and I didn't want to
stir that hornets nest."

Leavenworth's youngest daughter
Laura came to visit and developed
a line of cosmetics and needed a
home for it. She looked at the
building and became partner with
all of Leavenworth's building
projects downtown. That's when
the old Chisum's building was
decided to be the home of Oberon
Cosmetics.

"So I got a big dumster and started
hauling things off and them came
all of the people." said
Leavenworth. "Can I have this;
can I have that? I said, if you take

it right now, you can have it. So
here they came."

He started working on the back part
of the building in 2006 and was
trying to figure out how to get the
bricks down safely off of the back
wall. That's when a local older guy
came and made an offer for the
bricks. The gentleman put a chain
through the bottom of the wall and
hooked it to his Plymouth Voyager
and drove forward. All of the bricks
collapsed nice and neat.

"He made himself a deal and that
was fun." said Leavenworth. "That
gave me the excuse to just tear out
the entire back 20 feet that was
rotted and put conrcete back there."

Each of the three most western
building's walls on the north side of
downtown are three brick layers
thick. But at the base of those walls
are five layers of bricks.
Leavenworth says that in 100 years,
the buildings have moved three
inches and that you cannot find
better engineering this day than
what was done back then.

Leavenworth reused the old 100
year-old floor joists and constructed
a second floor in the back with the
joists as the flooring of an upstairs
apartment. He also learned to use
the steel beams and braced the
interior walls with steel
reinforcements.

"I tried to keep the flavor of the old
building and my daughter became
emotionally attached to it." said

Leavenworth. "She wouldn't let
me rent it or sell it. She always
had someone working for her
living in the apartment."

Leavenworth took seven layers of
paint off of the front of the old
Chisum's building. He used soy
bean paint removal to get the
seven layers off of the wood, but
the brick was a different animal
and some of the paint is still on
the brick.

After finishing on the Chisum
building, Leavenworth was given a
tip from M.E. Curtis that more
buildings on the south side of
downtown were up for sale after a
young man was arrested with a meth
lab inside one of the buildings.

"I looked at it and gave her an
offerand she took it. I had to haul
stuff out of here and haul stuff out of
here." Leavenworth said while in the

Continued on Page #12
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only joined as a member, but have
become part of our “family”.

We invite you to explore the vast
history and heritage of this
wonderful town as you discover all
of the possibilities of our
community."

The new chamber's first member is
Bethel Baptist Church of Howe,
Texas. They contacted the board
back during the earliest stages and
wanted to become a member. El
Patio Escondido was also one of the
very first members.

The website that the chamber will
be using is temporary as the new
one will be more robust to be able
to handle a ever-growing directory.
Negotitions are underway with
several web designers.

The chamber went off of the
previous by-laws from the pre-
existing Howe Chamber of
Commerce, but made a few small
edits. The Secretary of State still
has the Howe Area Chamber of
Commerce as an acting entity,

Continued from Page #1

however, the IRS shows it as
dissolved, so new forms were filed
to gather the new EIN number.
They are listed as a 501(c)(6).
They also were able to secure the
old P.O. Box 250 from the
previous chamber.

The Howe Area Chamber of
Commerce will office at 101 E.
Haning St. when the remodeling is
complete. That building will also
house the economic development
program as well as Keep Howe
Beautiful.

The board also voted in 12
members into the first class of the
City of Howe Hall of Honor. The
list of members is not being made
public until a later date. The
chamber will hold a ceremony in
April to commemorate the first
inductees and invite the living
members and family of the
honored deceased. Drawings of
each of the 12 members will hang
on the wall in the new chamber
office in time for the ceremony.
The ceremony will be a
fundraising event for the chamber
and an admission will be charged.

The above logo was created by Jonathan Coleman
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Leavenworth

and Laura Leavenworth had one of the most
magnificent high-end restaurants in all of North
Texas in "Wyomings." Laura Leavenworth was
very successful while working in New York City
and was coming to Howe every two weeks to
help Robert with the restaurant. But when Laura
became pregnant, they closed Wyomings and
focused on the family.

Leavenworth's son John has since joined the
partnership in the downtown buildings in Howe
and he and Laura are co-owners with Jack taking
care of any maintenance.

The final piece was the purchase of the two west
buildings on the south side of downtown to give
him the entire south side of the old 1930's
buildings. The Mexican food restaurant My
Estrella now resides in the building best known
as Younce's or Huck's Cathish, depending on
your era.

Leavenworth was asked to be on the city
council back in 2006 back when no one
would run for the position. He was recruited
by Sam Haigis and served two terms and was
crucial in bringing Joe Shephard to town as
the city administrator. His vision of
downtown is to see more restaurants but
understands that the city's vision of the future
of downtown to be closer to US 75. He
would like to see a grocery store, as would
every other citizen in Howe, it seems.

"We need some other businesses to up the
revenue." said Leavenworth.

Taught construction by his grandfather, he
found himself in the Army after high school.
Ending up following his cousin in Las Vegas,
New Mexico, he worked his way through
college as a general contractor and
electrician. He finished with a masters
degree, but what he really mastered is a plan
to rejuvenate downtown Howe and that was a
dream that came full circle during the
Christmas season of 2014 when the fruits of
his efforts shined for everyone to see.

"Lets just say I had a big smile on my face."
said Leavenworth. "There was some
satisfaction there. I said to myself, hey, I did
it. I did it."

The downtown of Howe is small, but it is still
the front door of our community. If the front
door looks inviting, the whole town has the
opportunity to share in a certain pride of our
home town. Jack Leavenworth restored
downtown and helped restore city pride.

same room that he was mentioning.

He came across a man who had a sandwich shop
at Quick Check who wanted to have his own
meat meat market and sandwich shop downtown
so I made him a deal and he opened up for
awhile.

"Then my daughter and her boyfriend Robert
Morf (who was a chef) wanted a restaurant and
I said, go for it." said Leavenworth.

Morf helped Leavenworth completely overhaul
106 and 108 E. Haning into a beautiful
restaurant in which they used the original
ceiling beadboard from Chisum's to trim out the
entire building. The tables and the bar came
from the old bowling alley in Denison that was
hit by a tornado. The entire design in, what is
now Abby's Restaurant came from the
imagination of Robert Morf. For a while, Morf

Continued from Page #10

Leavenworth in front of Abby's Restaurant on the south side of downtown.
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Progress on historic Haning Street corner building

a

Left: the building as a hardware store in August. Right: The floor removed last week.

Left: The corner building in August. Right: The corner building as of Thursday. The white front will be replaced with wood.

Left: The corner building in August. Right: The corner building as of Thursday.
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Photo by Michelle Carney

Girl Scouts help Keep Howe Beautiful

a

a

Howe Girl Scouts armed themselves
with shovels and daffodils and helped
keep Howe beautiful while also helping
Keep Howe Beautiful (the organization).

The youngsters were seen at the
Community Center and at the flashing
light at Haning Street and the US 75
bridge by putting flowers out on each
side.

The girls will have a sense of pride in the
spring when they bloom.

Smithson graduates from
Fire Academy

Brennan Smithson

City of Dorchester
orders election for

May 9
Dorchester City Council has ordered
an election for Saturday, May 9, 2015
to elect two aldermen and a mayor.
Terms expiring are those held by
Aldermen Stanley Stewart, Jimmie
Aaron and Mayor David Smith. Any
qualified Dorchester resident may file
for office between Jan 28, 2015
through Feb 27, 2015 at City Hall at
373 Maint St, Dorchester, Texas.
Office hours for City Hall are 8 am - 4
pm, Monday through Friday. For
more information, contact Becky
Vincent at 903-476-5862.

Howe Elementary Students of the Month
First Row:
Chrysanthemum
Simpson and Nathan
Garibay.

Second Row: Will
Ingram, Melia
Gilmore, Kynlee Ray
and Zeb Montgomery

Third Row: Colton
Tinker, Kenzlee Jones,
Kelly Caballero and
Stone Trevino
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Howe Elementary/Middle School breakfast and lunch menu

Howe High School breakfast and lunch menu
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