
THIS IS A TEST FROM
THE HOWE
BROADCASTING
SYSTEM: There will be
some "active shooter"
police training sessions at
Howe High School starting
today. For all of you CHL
men and women out there
seeking to be in a rescue
situation - PLEASE STAY
AWAY FROM THE
SCENE. If this were not a
test, you'd be getting some
other emergency alert
somewhere other than a
weekly online publication.

The Community Pep Rally
is this Saturday. Each sport
or organization from
football, to cross country,
to volleyball, cheerleaders,
band, will be introduced to
the crowd. A special
recognition for Norman
Dickey will take place
starting at 7 pm.

It was a bit funny to see on
social media that some
locals weren't so happy to
hear of the return of Carl
Hudman as police chief.
Some disgruntled members
of the community made it
well know that they prefer
him to stay 3,741 miles
away. With Hudman 63
hours away, I guess they
felt better.

If this publication has a few
more typos than normal, the
wife is getting blamed.
She's been working on the
Howe Bulldogs football
program and using the
Howe Enterprise computer
all week and leaving this to
be produced on the laptop.
The good news is this
year's football program will
be one for the ages. It truly
will be a remarkable
production. However,
since she's using the
Enterprise computer, it will
have some typos.

HoweEnterprise.com
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Thursday night, August 16
is the date for parents of
elementary and middle
school students to meet the
teachers and check the
schedules.

The elementary school
portion will begin at 5:30
pm. Kindergarten and third
grade will have a sit-down
orientation to discuss
procedures and
expectations. It will begin
promptly at 6 pm in the
student’s homeroom class.

Parents and students are
asked to bring their school
supplies that night.

The middle school will
have a fifth-grade
orientation at 7 pm in the
middle school gymnasium.
But starting at 6:15 and
lasting until 8 pm is the

Former Howe chief of police
to return in same role

The first week of
the Howe Bulldogs
is officially

Former Howe Chief of
Police Carl Hudman will be
returning to Howe in the
same position starting in
October. He resigned 14
months ago to take a
similar position in Alaska.

Howe replaced Hudman

with Matt Whitworth who
began in August of 2017
but recently accepted the
chief of police position
created by Howe ISD.

The city council approved
the return of Hudman in
Thursday's special held
council meeting.

Local DISH retailer gets great reception
with Blue Bell Ice Cream Social in Howe

Carl Hudman was hired to return to the City of
Howe as the chief of police.

It was the third time that
Chris Cavender of Howe
brought Blue Bell ice cream
to the Howe Area Chamber
of Commerce for a function
to promote the products of
his locally owned business
Cavender Home Theater.
Nearly a hundred people
gathered for a free bowl or
three of about 12 different
flavors. The crowd included
County Sheriff Tom Watt
and County Commissioner
Jeff Whitmire as well as
Howe Mayor Jeff Stanley
and City Councilman Darren
Foster.

Cavender served ice cream
for most the evening and
was as helped by Howe City
Secretary Joy Stevens most
of the evening due to a large

number of visitors.

Cavender Home Theater is
the local DISH Network
retailer and has installed a
great number of antennas

locally due to the
squabbles with the local
television networks. Their
antennas not only get local
channels but get Dallas
stations in full HD quality.

Valley View will travel to
Howe on Friday night to
scrimmage the Bulldogs
under the lights. The
junior varsity is set to
begin at 6 pm while the
varsity will start at 7 pm.

Howe Head Coach Bill
Jehling will see his first
action on the sidelines of
Bulldog Stadium against
the Valley View team that
was 10-2 a year ago. The
Eagles after realignment
are in Class 2A, Division I,
District 5 with Celeste,
Collinsville, Tom Bean,
and Trenton.

Howe is now in Class 3A,
Division 1, District 5 with
Bonham, Commerce,
Pottsboro, Rains, Lone
Oak, and Van Alstyne.

Bulldogs begin
Friday with
scrimmage

The line was steady on Thursday night for ice cream.

Elementary and middle
school students to meet the
teachers on Thursday

sixth through eighth-grade
schedule pick up and
meeting of the teachers.

The sixth grade will meet
near room 12 while the
seventh grade will meet in
the courtyard area. The
eighth grade will in the
hallway ramp leading to the
band hall.

Middle school students may
place supplies in their
lockers that night as well.

For additional middle school
information, call 903-532-
3286.

For additional elementary
school information or
questions, call 903-532-
3320.
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Howe athlete earns bronze medal
at Junior Olympics

Howe High School entering
sophomore Marissa Agee recently
competed at the AAU Junior
Olympics National Championships
at Drake University in Des Moines,
IA. She and her teammates with
Team Quest finished third in the
4x800 relay to earn a bronze medal
and a lifetime of bragging rights.

The team which includes Jamison
Gladney, Casey Cruz, Suzanne
Ramirez, and Agee finished with a
time of 9:55.10 which placed them
third of 15 teams and earned them a
bronze medal.

The team also competed in the
4x400 relay where they placed 17 of
45 teams with a time of 4:04.46.

During this race, Agee ran a
personal best time of 59.84 during
her leg of the race.

Agee also ran the 800-meter
individual event where she placed
36 of 77 with a time of 2:26.76.'

In mid-July, Agee competed at the
University of Texas San Antonio at
the USATF Region 12
Championships where she ran the
800 meters and placed 8 of 15
runners with a time of 2:28.15.

This spring, after making it to the
area round of track for Howe as a
freshman running varsity, she
wanted to continue running and

Marissa Agee, a sophomore at Howe High School recently ran in
Iowa and placed third with her team in the 4x800 relay. Submitted

photo. The 4x800 relay team (L-R): Jamison Gladney, Marissa Agee,
Casey Cruz, Suzanne Ramirez. Submitted photo.

Marissa Agee in lane four at Drake University. Submitted photo.
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Meet the Lady Bulldogs

The 2018 Howe Lady Bulldogs

Ally HarveyJenna Honore

Megan Litchfield,
Head Coach

Tiffany Moreland,
Asst. Coach

Lady Bulldogs
take down Dodd
City in first

game
The Howe Lady Bulldogs beat
Dodd City on Tuesday night in
four sets 25-20, 25-18, 21-25, and
25-22.

Jenna Honore had nine kills, four
digs, and one ace. Kaylin Bouse
contributed five aces, four kills,
and four blocks. Gianna Henry
had five kills. Cassidy Anderson
had four aces, three kills, and
eight assists. Kylie Hopper has 10
assists. Molly Wilson had three
aces, three kills, and nine digs.
Kasie Segleski added two aces
and two digs.

Kaylin Bouse Cassidy Anderson

Molly Wilson Gianna Henry

Kasie Segleski

Chloe Loftice

Maya Agee

Taylor Thurman Rebecca Rhew Ashlyn Ray

JV Lady Bulldogs

Freshman Lady Bulldogs
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competing, therefore, she found a
summer team called Team Quest
to not only continue competing
but improve and enhance her
performances. She and her father
Brian became interested in Team
Quest due to Kelcie and Natalie
Simmons, a pair of sisters from
Leonard that also went through
their program and dominated
North Texas in track events.

Agee had never run an 800-meter
event before going to Team Quest
but placed third in the first race
she was in among athletes from all
classifications, not just 3A.
Because of her outstanding
performance in the 800 meters, the
distance coach took her and
teamed her with other similar
runners such as Jamison Gladney,
Cassandra Cruz, and Suzanne

Ramirez who eventually would
combine to run the second-fastest
time in the nation. In her freshman
varsity year, she was a member of
the 4×200 relay and the 4×400
relay but now feels like she’s
found her race.

Agee moved to Howe in the
summer of 2013 from Anna. She’s
currently second in her glass
grade-wise and is hoping to
become the valedictorian of her
class over the next three years.
Agee was once awarded the HMS
Award for the top student. She’s
also the president of the Business
Professionals of America.

“I definitely like Howe better,”
said Agee. “At first, I was really
shy, but I liked it because it’s
smaller.”

Marissa Agee running in the Junior Olympics. Submitted photo.

Agee Continued from page 1
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The first week of the Howe
Bulldogs is officially underway
under the new direction of Howe
Head Coach Bill Jehling. Nearly
80 athletes have come out for
football including one female
- returning placekicker Calley
Vick.

Jehling was excited to see what the
senior-heavy team can do in 2018
as several players that did not play
a year ago have decided to play for
their senior year. Those include
Elijah Campbell who has been a
varsity basketball starter since his
sophomore year, Spencer Akins
and Bryce Krantz who each left
football a year ago to focus on
baseball only. However, Coach J
(as the kids call him) has made it a
point to get athletes to give every
sport a chance.

"I'm big on all sports. I want our
kids to participate in every sport,"
said Jehling in the first Howe

Bulldogs Coaches Show that was
shown live on Facebook Friday.
"You go to high school one time.
You've got four years - let's take
advantage of the opportunity. It's
not just sports, it's everything. It's
FFA, student council, band. I want
all of our kids to participate in
everything."

Jehling said that he's not just trying
to develop football players, or just
basketball players, or baseball
players, but rather developing
athletes for all sports.

The football players learned what
Coach J was like on the football
field last Monday when they
underwent a crash course on
discipline. The first day was quite
impressive as the former US
Marine had each player stand at
attention with their arms behind
their back to begin stretching
exercises. By the end of the week,

CHANGE

New Howe Bulldogs Head Coach Bill Jehling works hand-offs with
players at Monday's initial practice.

There's more to life than just
football for this hands-on coach

Air conditioning units being
replaced at Howe High School

Above: 18-year-old a/c units were removed on Tuesday and new
ones were replaced on Wednesday morning (below).
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relate to kids at our level."

Jehling says the goal of the
football program is to win, but
more importantly to mold these
young men into being the best
fathers and husbands that they
can be down the road in their
lives.

According to Coach J, the
number one goal on the field
for 2018 is to get in the
playoffs. The number one goal
off the field is to get these kids
where they need to be as men
and be the mentor to the kids
that they need to succeed.
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Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of
Howe
Tuesday
9:30 am - Women's Bible Study
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday
9:00 am - Wednesday Workers
6:30 pm - Jr.High and Sr. High Youth
Saturday
9:00 am - Feed My Sheep (1st and 3rd
Sat each month)
Sunday
8:40 am - Fellowship and Donuts
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship service
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts

First Baptist Church Howe
Tuesday
7:00 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Adult Bible Study
Kids Activities - Check Church FB Page
Throughout Summer
Youth Activities - Check Church FB
Page Throughout Summer
Sunday
8:30am - Prayer Time
9:15am - Bible Fellowship
10:30am - Worship Service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday
6:00 pm - Meal (Donations for adults
and kids eat free)
6:30 pm - Praise service
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - RA's/GA's/children's group
Sunday
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Howe Church of Christ
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Sunday
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
5:00 pm - Worship Service

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
7:00 pm - Sanctuary of for prayer
Sunday
9:30 am - Sunday School (kids, youth,
women, men)
10:30 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Kids Church

A Christian Fellowship, Luella
Wednesday
6:30 pm – Potluck Meal
7:00 pm – Worship Service
7:00 pm – Jr & Sr High Youth
Sunday
9:30 am – Sunday School (all ages)
10:30 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – KidZone Children’s
Service (5yr – 12 yr)

Community Bible Fellowship
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Food and Fellowship
7:00 pm - Community Kids (ages 3
- 6th grade, nursery available)
7:00 pm - Youth and Adult Bible
Study
Sunday
10:30 am - Worship Service

Times are subject to change.
Please check with each
church for any possible

changes

"With a united effort we can make the place in which we
live clean, wholesome, attractive. We can make the

crowded city dweller homesick to come back to us and
real living. We can bring new life, new business, new

beauty, to the little towns." - Mame Roberts

Bulldogs Continued from page 5

the boot camp was very
impressive.

Coach J has assembled a
coaching staff that he says is a
group of men that truly care for
the kids.

"Coach McCormick, who has
been with me for five years
came up to me and said,
'Coach I think this is the best
staff we've ever had together,'"
said Jehling. "I just believe that
we've got good people. You
can hire guys that are great X
and O guys, but sometimes
they bring an ego with them.
Or they don't know how to

Coach Jehling shows his players exactly what he wants during
workouts.
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Pride of Howe preps for the 2018
marching season

Howe's 30th Drum Major Kindle Catching prepares for her second
season leading the Pride of Howe - HHS Marching Band.

Approximately 90 students have
been marching three times per day
to prepare for the upcoming Howe
High School Marching Band
season. The group, also known as
'The Pride of Howe' has seen an
increase in participants by 15-20
students.

Howe Band Director Angie Liss
says that the first drill has already
been learned and would feel
confident if they had to perform
this week. She also says the new
percussion instructor Michael
Nations has been a big help and
that people can see an immediate
difference in that area.

A year ago, the freshman class was
the talk due to their talents. After a
year's worth of experience and
high-performing experience, Liss
says that they have already become
the leaders.

"They're fixing other kids and
helping out the freshmen that are
under them," said Liss. "Just to see
where they already are at the
beginning of the year is exciting.

Graduation did take a toll on Howe
with the loss of all-state trumpeter
Greg Snider, but Liss says while
they miss the sound, she feels like
overall the group is sounding as
good now as they did at the end of
last year.

The show this year will be more
light-hearted than the seriousness
of 'Stained Glass' from a year ago.
This year the show's name is
"Child's Play" where you will here
nursery rhyme tunes intermingled
with classical tunes and jazzed up
versions child tunes.

"We loved our Stained Glass
performance so much that we
knew trying to follow that would
require a very different direction,"
said Liss. "This will be a little
more cheesy and light-hearted and
fun."

Kindle Catching returns as drum
major and sister Erin Catching is
now assistant drum major. Mikayla
Doty returns as band president and
Bethany Masters is vice president.



http://www.cavenderht.com/
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Meet the HHS Cheerleaders

Gracie Lankford

Brooke Robinson Katie Grogan

Mikayla Doty Karsyn Fleming

Montana Sartor Natalie Murphy Erin Catching

Amanda Miller Bre Munger

Ashlyn Wahrmund

Victoria Walke Riley Underwood Braelyn Burns

2018-2019 Howe Bulldog Cheerleaders



Norman,

My family and I spent six
wonderful years of our lives in
Howe, Texas. We were blessed to
have a very special bunch of
students each and every year. We
were also blessed to work with so
many great coaches,
administrators, teachers and
friends. Chief among the cast of
unique and wonderful people was
Norman Dickey. Together we
worked on many major projects
around the Howe sports complex
including new bleachers, new
baseball field, new track and new
weight room. He spent countless
hours volunteering his time and
knowledge to improve the facilities

for the Bulldogs of Howe. He was
also my close friend and mentor
for my first head coaching job. I
can't say enough about Norman
and what a huge impact he had on
my life. I will always regard him
as one of the special people that
God put in my life to make it
better.

I love you Norman.

- Jim Fryar

Jim Fryar was hired in 1985 and
led Howe to eight playoff games,
winning half of them. His 41 wins
are second to Norman Dickey and
his playoff wins are second to
Zack Hudson.
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Former Howe Bulldogs Head Football Coaches to be at community
pep rally to honor Norman Dickey

Norman DickeyBuck Smith Joey McQueen Larry McFarlin Zack Hudson

The Howe Community Pep Rally
will take place this Saturday at
Bulldog Stadium. Several of
Howe's former head coaches will
be in attendance to honor Norman
Dickey for his 50 plus years
dedicated to Howe athletics.

Norman Dickey was hired by
Howe ISD in 1964 as the 13th head
football coach of the Howe
Bulldogs. He took a football
program that was on the verge of
collapse due to the lack of willing
participants and grew it into a
District, Bi-District and Regional
Champion team just six years
later. After 12 seasons as head
coach of the Howe Bulldogs, he
still holds the most wins of any
football coach in school history

with 51. After spending time as a
coach, math teacher, counselor,
interim principal, interim
superintendent, and three-time
interim athletic director, Dickey
retired from the school district in
1996. In addition to his
accomplishments, Dickey spent
countless hours mowing Bulldog
Stadium, working on the
scoreboard, running the clock,
officiating junior high games,
keeping the stats and everything in
between.

The pep rally begins at 7 pm and all
Howe fall sports athletes, coaches,
and band members will be
recognized. The community pep
rally has been a tradition since
2011. Only 2016 was missed due
to rain.

Message from a former coach







The Howe Area Chamber of
Commerce is part of a four-
chamber partnership with Van
Alstyne, Anna, and Melissa that
have formed as Interurban Alley
to help local business network and
grow the local South Grayson
County - North Collin County
business corridor. Next Tuesday,
August 21, the group will feature
Frances Pelley as the guest
speaker at the event that will take
place at Hurricane Creek Country
Club from 11:30 am to 1 pm.

Pelley is the President of
ProTemPro, LLC. She led the
Texoma Council of Governments
for over 20 years under the mantra
“Connecting People to Solutions”.
Driven to find innovative
solutions in response to
community needs and social
service gaps. She is known for the
turn-around of troubled non-profit
agencies injecting leadership,
vision, and strategic funding
solutions. She completed her
tenure with TCOG with its 40th
Anniversary Banquet and
Fundraiser in 2008 to move into
consulting. Currently, Pelley is an
interim executive leading
transformational change as
President of ProTemPro. Her most
recent experience involves an
agency in Oklahoma with over
500 employees and a $20M
budget. Pelley is a facilitator with
Strategic Government Resources
presenting over 40 courses in the
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Tatum Hartsfield

Frances Pelley

past 10 years to public sector
professionals. She previously
opened the Oklahoma market as
SGR’s Oklahoma State Director
for Training. Pelley volunteers
with Austin College, Reba Ranch
House, Four Rivers Outreach,
International Missions, and
Texoma Health Foundation.
Formerly adjunct professor with
the Posey Leadership Institute at
Austin College and community
mentor over ten years, she also
was the Founding President of
Women of Visionary Influence,
Red River chapter, which
relocated to McKinney in January
2015. Pelley is married to an
estate attorney, Scott Pelley, with
two attorney sons, two
granddaughters, and a second
home in Colorado.

Interurban Alley welcomes
Frances Pelley to speak at

quarterly luncheon

Brooklynn Vallier Bethany Masters Lisa Duncan - Head Coach

Kevin BatemanKaleb StrongJason OrtegaBryan FloresConnor ChristianJake Fabacher

HHS Cross Country

HHS Cross Country



Verse of the Week
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Meekness is not weakness but strength under control

Dr. Billy
Holland

“…Do not be afraid; only keep on believing [in Me and
my power].”

— Mark 5:36 (AMP)

We know that
atheist and
agnostics have
been around since
the beginning.
There is always
someone in the
crowd who will
disagree about the
existence of God
and sadly this
view seems to be
growing. I admit
that our freewill

and independent thinking are
beneficial components to
establishing what we believe but it
never ceases to amaze me that we
would argue over the reality of a
divine creator. I can understand
different worldviews about
science, social issues, politics, and
even some religious differences,
but the subject of whether or not
there is a God troubles me deeply.
I have also noticed an increased
animosity from those who do not
believe in the Bible toward those
who do. As a Christian minister,
I’ve had my share of attacks from
individuals who declare I am
insane for accepting the God of
the Bible as a legitimate source of
spiritual truth. My columns are a
regular target and in my
experiences, non-believers do not
usually exhibit their
disagreements with civility but
instead choose to unleash their
perspectives with aggressive
hostility. It is Christ within us that
can sense their internal misery and
this causes us to have compassion
as we hope that somehow their
eyes will be opened before it’s too
late. However, at the same time,
we must admit that it’s also
tempting to argue and fight back
against those who are
intentionally trying to insult us.
So, what is the right way to handle
these offensive and slanderous
personal attacks? Jesus Christ as
the greatest role model of grace
and humility in the history of the
world, demonstrated that
meekness is not weakness but
strength under control.

There are many men and women
who have faced incredible
persecution and we can admire
how they also embraced the
attitude of Jesus in their life.
Jackie Robinson is one of those
individuals. He was a sports

megastar known as the first African
American to break the color barrier
as a major league baseball player. He
won rookie of the year in 1947 and
went on to become a baseball legend.
There is not enough room on this
page to describe his talents and
abilities but what I want to
emphasize is the type of person he
was. It’s difficult to imagine
everything Jackie Robinson endured
when he stepped into the spotlight of
a world that was filled with
prejudice. The horrific name-calling,
the nasty and hate-filled insults and
people spitting on him were all
intended to hurt him and cause him
to quit. But instead of railing against
them with bitterness and hostility, he
displayed a remarkable presence of
grace and integrity. An important
part of this story that is often not
mentioned is that Mr. Robinson and
Branch Rickey the man who signed
him with the Brooklyn Dodgers were
both devout Christians. It was no
secret this was a huge step toward
desegregating the sports world and
they were also fully aware of what a
strong resistance they were going to
face. Their strategy was to maintain
self-control and refuse to retaliate no
matter how fierce the persecution.
This mindset would eventually
become the standard for the civil
rights movement and by the way this
historic moment in time was also 17
years before the civil rights act of
1964.

It is told that Mr. Rickey encouraged
Robinson and said this will require a
person with deep faith and the
character of Christ. They both
discussed the need for a fervent
commitment to the scriptures in
Matthew 5:38-41 that Christ himself
exhibited when he went to the cross.
“You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist
the one who is evil. But if anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also. And if anyone
would sue you and take your tunic,
let him have your cloak as well. And
if anyone forces you to go one mile,
go with him two miles.” Rickey
issued Robinson this pointed
challenge: “I’m looking for a
ballplayer with guts enough to not
fight back” and with the grace of
heaven, Robinson was used as an
instrument to accomplish God’s will.
Let us be reminded today that we are
not called to fight back against those

who hate us but to demonstrate love,
integrity, humility, and self-control.

Read more at
billyhollandministries.com



www.southwestauction.com
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Fall Festival date announced

LISTEN TO ALL HOME GAMES INSIDE THE
STADIUM AT 99.9 FM

LISTEN TO ALL GAMES LIVE AT
HOWEENTERPRISE.COM



Dr. Bridges is a Texas native,
writer, and history professor. He

can be reached at
drkenbridges@gmail.com.
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Texas History Minute

Dr. Ken
Bridges

Many Texas
musicians have
become
legendary figures
for not only their
great talents as
musicians but
also for their
colorful lives.
Huddie Ledbetter,
known to his fans

as “Leadbelly,” was a pioneer
blues musician starting in East
Texas in the early 1900s, just as
rhythm and blues was starting to
develop its own musical identity.
His own life was one of many
tragedies, which he incorporated
into his music. Ledbetter’s music
would far outlast his 1949 death,
influencing performers from
country to rock for decades
afterward.

Huddie William Ledbetter was
born in a tiny Louisiana
community just northwest of
Shreveport. The family moved
often, and within a couple of years
moved across the state line into
Bowie County. He showed a great
love of music from an early age,
but his music training was
sporadic. His first musical gift
was an accordion given to him by
an uncle. He soon mastered it and
picked up other instruments, such
as the harmonica, fiddle, and what
became his favorite, the 12-string
guitar. By the time he was 15,
Ledbetter was performing at clubs
and parties across the area.

Around 1910, Ledbetter was living
in Harrison County when he took
to the road to pursue a music
career, leaving behind his wife and
two children. Though he became
increasingly popular with his early
blues sound, he often found
himself in trouble with the law.
Increasing problems with alcohol
only compounded his problems.
Some time in the late 1910s, he
picked up the nickname
“Leadbelly,” but its origins are
uncertain.

It was also in the 1910s that he
began singing one of his most
popular songs, “Good Night,
Irene.” He went on to write
hundreds of songs, some gospel
but mostly blues. “Black Betty,”
“Black Snake Moan,” and “Cotton
Fields” were among many songs
he wrote and performed by the
1920s. Many of his songs were
never recorded or were lost over
time.

In 1915, he was jailed in Harrison
County on an illegal gun charge
but soon escaped. Three years
later, he was imprisoned after
another fight turned deadly. He
was sentenced to 35 years.
However, Gov. Pat Neff, who once
promised not to pardon any
prisoners, pardoned Ledbetter in
1925 after hearing him sing for his
release. Ledbetter resumed his
performances, but he still had legal
problems. He was convicted in
1930 in Louisiana following a
knife fight and another conviction
in New York in 1939. His time in

a
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prison became an inspiration for
many of his songs.

He promoted himself as the “King
of the 12-String Guitar,” but he
was only able to begin recording
his songs in the 1930s. John
Lomax, co-founder of the Texas
Folklore Society and a former
administrator at the University of
Texas, recorded dozens of
Ledbetter’s songs through a Works
Progress Administration program
to record oral histories and folk
music across the nation. On a tour
of the Northeast, Ledbetter found
an appreciative circle of musicians
in the growing folk music
community. He would record
several songs with Woody Guthrie.

In the early 1940s, he was a
regular radio performer on a
nationwide folk music program,
hosted by John Lomax’s son,
Alan. By 1949, Ledbetter had his
own radio show in New York,
Folk Songs of America. That year,
just as his career and life were
back on track, he was diagnosed
with Lou Gehrig’s Disease, a
degenerative neuromuscular
disorder. The condition
progressed rapidly, but he was able
to perform one last concert, a
memorial concert for John Lomax
at the University of Texas that
summer.

He died quietly in New York City
in December 1949 at the age of
61. His life was one of hard luck
and little respect save for fellow
musicians and a handful of blues
fans who saw brilliance in his
performances.

As the years passed, fellow
musicians kept his memory alive
trough his music. Within a few
years, his influences became much
more pronounced as rock and roll
saw its introduction by the mid-
1950s and blues reached a new
level of artistry. In the 1950s, folk
musician Pete Seeger wrote a book
on playing guitar that praised
Ledbetter’s technique. By the
1960s, a flood of popular
musicians began recording
Ledbetter’s songs. “Good Night,
Irene” was a favorite of country
stars such as Ernest Tubb and
Willie Nelson. Tubb’s version
topped the charts in 1950.
Creedence Clearwater Revival
made Ledbetter’s “Midnight
Special” one of their most famous
songs when they recorded it in
1969. It was also covered by Gene
Autry, Johnny Cash, Nat King
Cole, and the Grateful Dead.
Ledbetter was inducted into the
Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1970.

In 1976, a movie was made about
his life called simply Leadbelly.
In 1988, in the centennial year of
his birth, he was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
honored as one of the early major
influences. The popular grunge-
rock band Nirvana introduced
Ledbetter to a new generation with
Kurt Cobain’s rendition of “Where
Did You Sleep Last Night” in a
televised performance in 1994.

Many of his surviving recordings
from the 1940s from the Library of
Congress and the Smithsonian
Institution were released as albums
in the 1990s.
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Texoma Hot Jobs

Job Title BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH TECHNICIAN
workintexas.com Posting ID
8658309
Location Sherman
Posting Close Date 09/06/2018
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2Oq2ZQ5

Description A local company is
looking for a BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH TECHNICIAN who
will work alongside other
medical professionals providing
care for patients who suffer from
a variety of behavioral problems.
Must be skilled for a medical
detoxes stabilization unit.

This position requires a High
School Diploma or Equivalent.

Job Title
MANUFACTURING /
PRODUCTION
OPPORTUNITIES
workintexas.com Posting ID
3572342
Location Sherman
Posting Close Date
08/30/2018
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2nrwSE4

Description A local company
has MANUFACTURING /
PRODUCTION
OPPORTUNITIES. Employer
has multiple full time
opportunities in a climate
controlled manufacturing
facility. These positions will be
1st and 2nd shifts and require
individuals with general
knowledge and experience
working in manufacturing and
production environments.

This position requires a High
School Diploma or Equivalent,
and a minimum of 6 months of
related experience.

connections with one another.
Alexis de Tocqueville observed this
unique quality during his travels to
America in the early 1800’s,
cataloguing his findings in another
classic, Democracy in America.
After examining the non-political
associations Americans made in
“civil life,” he reached a fascinating
conclusion. “Americans of all ages,
all conditions, all minds constantly
unite.”

Nearly two hundred years later, de
Tocqueville would likely have
something far different to say if he
were still alive. It feels as if
division reigns supreme, trumping
the healthy exchange of ideas.
Cable news and social media enable
even the most open-minded among
us to curate content. A universe
constructed purely upon our
political, religious or social beliefs
is no longer a dream. For some, it
has become reality.

I wonder if this change is due to a
decrease in social activity. How
much easier is it to cling to
preconceived notions when
choosing a life of isolation? We can
effectively tune others out, simply
by staying home. Our tolerance for
the idiosyncrasies of others waning
with each passing day. How
sustainable is this newfound trend?

I, for one, miss aspects of our once
collective social interactions. My
extroverted personality fosters a
need to be around others. Too much
time alone leads to a part of my
personality lying dormant. I would
much rather go out than spend a
night on the couch watching
Netflix. Or visit a restaurant instead
of devouring a box of Domino’s
pizza.

Yet my generation is notoriously
hard to pin down. Parties are
thrown, where even the closest of
friends will beg off at the last
moment. When interactions do
occur, rarely does a phone
completely leave one’s hands.
Committing to an event is scary and
even taboo, mainly because a better
event could turn up at the last
minute. Instead of falling in person,
we fall for each other through a
phone, turning to on-line dating
instead of opting for other avenues
taking place in real-time. I wonder
if How I Met Your Mother would
have been as popular if Ted met his
future wife on match.com.

None of this to say that the internet
is bad, or that having a night in
every once in awhile is wrong.
These words simply offered with
the intent of proposing that a
balance be struck. Social media can
be a supplement to social
interaction, not a replacement.
There is room for both in this
world, even if some tension will
admittedly exist between the two.
Instead of moaning about our
current political division, perhaps it
is time for us to get back to the
business of building community. To
return to the days of De
Tocqueville when Americans
joined together in order to reach a
common goal. For who among us
really wants to bowl alone?

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance
writer. To read more of his work,
visit
www.holdingontohopetoday.com

Home alone

Americans like to stay home. Over
the last several years, our country
has transformed into a nation that
stays in rather than ventures out.
Jim Cramer calls it the “stay at
home economy.”

“This is a huge theme…the idea
that people, especially younger
people, prefer to stay at home,
stare at one of the screens, instead
of going out - is here to stay,” he
said recently on his show, Mad
Money. This change in American
culture has provided ample
opportunity for profit. Netflix,
Amazon and Facebook, some of
the highest performing stocks over
the last year, all have benefited
from this prevalence for staying
put. Cramer’s screen soon filled
with stocks ranging from the
entertainment industry to food. He
suggests Dominos might be a good
buy, along with Conagra (due to
their production of frozen food).
An excellent reminder that societal
changes have the power to cause
economic impact.

One does not have to go far to read
commentary (usually provided by
older generations) decrying this
undeniable cultural shift. Some
mourn the loss of brick-and-mortar
stores, predicting the end is near
for retail as we know it.
Restaurants are certainly hurt by
these trends, unless they opt to
provide delivery service. The
world has rapidly changed, long-
held expectations shattered in its
wake.

If the economic changes fail to
capture your attention, the
alteration in our social patterns
might. Isolation appears to be on
the rise. This new part of the
American experience captured in
part by Robert Putnam in Bowling
Alone: The Collapse and Revival
of American Community. “Putnam
draws on evidence including
nearly 500,000 interviews over the
last quarter century to show that
we sign fewer petitions, belong to
fewer organizations that meet,
know our neighbors less, meet
with friends less frequently, and
even socialize with our families
less often,” according to the book
website. This famous work
highlighting the fact that long-
standing social norms are quickly
being disassembled.

After all, America was once
known as a country filled with
people adept at building
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Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance
writer. He is currently working on
a memoir and publishes a blog
which can be found by visiting
www.holdingontohopetoday.com
Follow him on both Facebook and

Twitter.
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nightmare, thanks to advice of the
sort Ms. Leahy dishes. Her
approach? Do nothing. The child
will eventually use the potty on his
own. That may be true, but what
Leahy fails to add is “after the
child’s mother has had a nervous
breakdown.”

In the mid-1950s, Harvard and
several other prestigious institutions
found that nearly 90 percent of 24-
month-old American children had
been accident-free for a month,
meaning the mean age for
successful toilet training when
Grandma was the parenting expert
was 20 to 22 months.

This miracle was accomplished by
parents – mothers, mostly – simply
telling their children what to do.
They did not ask said children if
they wanted to use the potty, offer
rewards, sing potty songs, play
potty games, sit with their children
while they got used to the idea,
follow them around the house
asking every three minutes if they
wanted to try and use the potty,
scream, weep, threaten Inquisitional
beatings for wet or soiled clothing,
much less consult lists of “readiness
signs” pulled out of thin air by a
nationally-known pediatrician who
ended his career as a spokesperson
for Pampers.

They simply and straightforwardly
told their children, “You are no
longer wearing diapers. You are
going to use the toilet like the rest
of us. Any questions?” To that end,
they provided minimal structure,
scolded (sans drama) “mistakes,”
and voila! Within several days to a
week, their kids were using the
toilet reliably. I was one of those
kids. My mother, as is the case with
many moms of her day, did not
even remember toilet training me.
That’s how easy-peasy it was
before people with capital letters
after their names began opining on
the subject.

The toilet-babble of said
pediatrician became the gold
standard in the 1970s and has
prevailed since. He said toilet
training a child before 24 months
required “force” and would result in
a psychological apocalypse.
Ironically, he admitted that he was
trained before age two (demurring,
however, that it was his mother
who had been trained). He was
unable to identify how he had been

Monday, August 13, 2018howeenterprise.com Page #17

traumatized by this abuse. That is
because he had not been
traumatized at all. Before his
second birthday, his mother had
liberated him from messy diapers
and contributed greatly to his
socialization. How that amounts
to “my mother was trained” is
beyond me, but that is the sort of
thing one says when one’s lack of
logic is exposed.

Ms. Leahy tells her audience that
“…many of the timelines we
place on our children (pooping in
the potty) are not in line with their
development.” She means parents
expect too much. No, they expect
too little, but understandably so.
They’ve been led to believe, after
all, that expecting what is
historically normal will induce a
life-long phobia concerning white
porcelain objects.

As the result of expert-advice-
induced anxieties, today’s all-too-
typical mom waits for her child to
wake up one morning and
announce, “Good news, Mom!
I’m ready to use the potty!” This
mom does not know that research
has found what Grandma
intuitively knew: Waiting past his
or her second birthday
INCREASES the likelihood that a
child will resist using the toilet.
This problem has become so
ubiquitous that pediatricians have
come up with a name for it:
Bowel-retention syndrome.

Ms. Leahy concludes her advice
with “Good luck.” Wrong again.
Luck has nothing to do with it.
Toilet training success is nothing
akin to throwing dice. Like 95
percent of parenting matters, it is
a matter of the proper
presentation of parent authority –
a calm, straightforward authority
that contains the subtext “I know
what you need to do, and I am
confident that you are going to do
it.” This is about obedience, not
bogus “readiness.” And make no
mistake, everyone benefits from
pre-two training.

The operative principle: If you
want a child to do what he is told,
simply TELL.

Isn’t that brilliant? Not really.
Your great-grandmother could
have told you that. There is, after
all, no new parenting insight
under the sun.

Family psychologist John
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com,
parentguru.com.

Living with children
“Potty training
is a
nightmare.” So
begins advice
from Meghan
Leahy, advice
columnist for
The
Washington
Post. More
accurately,
potty training
has, of late,
BECOME aJohn Rosemond

John Rosemond has worked with
families, children, and parents
since 1971 in the field of family
psychology. In 1971, John earned
his masters in psychology from
Western Illinois University and
was elected to the Phi Kappa Phi
National Honor Society.

Howe Fire Department News

Howe Volunteer Fire Department Chief Robert Maniet (left) and
Firefighter/EMT Jaycob M (Right) have both successfully finished

paramedic school. They now have to take the national test.

Is summer a good time to buy a
house?

Taylor Kovar

Taylor Kovar - Family Man.
Wealth Manager. Author.

Speaker. Serial Entrepreneur.
Travel Lover. Chick-Fil-A

Fanatic. Kovar is the CEO and
founder of Kovar Capital

Management LLC of Lufkin,
Texas.

good deal. House prices might be
sky high at present, but someone
can throw a fixer-upper on the
market at any time. If you broaden
your search to include a bigger
variety of house sizes and styles,
you might come across something
at a good value and in a good
location.

Rising interest rates should factor
into your decision as well. Rates
just went up, which isn’t great for
homebuyers, but there’s a decent
chance they’ll go up again, in
which case you might save a chunk
of change by purchasing sooner
than later.

Home prices have been steadily
rising since about 2010, and lots of
analysts are expecting that trend to
slow down in the coming years.
Some areas have already seen
prices plateau, while home value in
other regions continues to climb.
Again, this is why you have to
skim over some local indicators
before making any decisions.

If you’re looking to buy a house
that you’ll keep for the foreseeable
future and you have enough money
to buy responsibly, I wouldn’t put
too much thought into what season
it is. Start by figuring out your
price range and seeing what that
gets you in the local market. If you
can’t afford anything you like,
don’t settle right away; wait to see
if the prices recede a little in the
fall and winter. Get in the habit of
frequently checking listings and
speaking to realtors, and hopefully
you’ll be ready when a good
property comes along. Happy
house hunting, Missy!

Hi Taylor - I’m thinking about
buying a house but I’m concerned
about the timing. I know summer
is supposed to be a good time to
sell, so doesn’t that make it a
good time to buy? - Missy

Hey Missy - Summer is generally
when the most inventory is
available, and you’d think that
would make it the best time for
buyers. However, because
demand is so high and
homebuyers are ready to pounce
when their kids aren’t in school,
you can expect to see the highest
prices from May through
September.

Of course, the season is just one
factor when it comes to finding an
affordable house. You have to
know the housing trends in your
particular area before you can
make any sort of generalization,
as costs will be vastly different
from state to state and city to city.
Do you live in a big college town
or a small rural area? Those
details matter much more than the
time of year, and they also factor
into which season is best for real
estate in your region.

Real estate investors will tell you
to always be on the lookout for a
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