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INSIDE

Today is National Name
Yourself Day. National
Name Yourself Day is
observed each year on April
9. To celebrate, you are
allowed to give yourself a
new name for one day.

If you have ever wondered
what it would be like to
have a different name, I
guess today's your day. My
new name is Luke Sky.

Here's a shout out to Abby's
Restaurant who is
celebrating four years in
Howe this month. Abby's
was one of the first
advertisers in the Howe
Enterprise when we took
over the publication. It's
been a good relationship and
a great addition for Howe.
Go tell 'em congratulations
and have "The Works" patty
melt. You won't be
disappointed.

Saturday's scheduled
Bulldog Run & Health Fair
was cancelled on Saturday
due to an odd April 32
degree morning with a
chance of rain. Your front
page today would have
looked much different than
what it does. We had a
place slotted for the annual
photo of a random runner
pushing a stroller or a kid
sprinting to the finish line.
Darn weather.

We really appreciate it when
people send their
information to us. You
know, people used to send
all notifications and their
big stories to the local
newspaper. Nowadays, they
just post it to their favorite
social media site. Since we
don't have access to
everyone's social media
platforms, it would be
beneficial for you to share
your big news with us. It
goes back to the old Howe
Enterprise saying, "If it's
news to you, it's news to
us."

Communication is the key.
If we don't know about it,
we can't inform those who
want to know about it.
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Prelims
underway for
district track

District prelims
began last week
with field events
and a few running
events. The
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Lady Bulldogs
shutout by

Leonard, beat
Commerce

The Lady Bulldogs
were four-hit on
Monday by
Leonard in a 7-0
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Lone Star Hoops
Camp returning

Lone Star Hoops
Camp will return
to Howe the week
of July 9 - 12 at
the Howe High
School
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Bulldogs top Commerce and
Lone Oak; sit in third place

'Ties & Tiaras' a big hit
for first time event
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The Howe PTA hosted a
successful father/daughter
event called 'Ties & Tiaras'
on Saturday night at the
Howe Elementary/Middle
School Cafetorium. The
evening was filled with good
music, bad dancing, a lot of

smiles, and even a few
manly "allergy tears." By
all accounts, the evening
was a smash hit. The PTA
reported 111 families that
were at the dance.

Carolyn Cherry

Howe PTA to elect
new officers

photos on page 7

Howe starting pitcher
Peyton Reagan went four
solid innings to help the
Bulldogs take town
Commerce en route to a 9-6
win on Tuesday night.
Reagan went four innings

allowing one earned run on
five hits, striking out eight
and walking only one. The
Dogs did have to overcome
three errors that helped lead

Howe pitcher Dyson Dillard.
Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise.

The Howe PTA
organization put together a
nomination committee to
elect new officers at the
April 10 meeting. The
slate of officers for 2018-
2019 to be voted on are
Treasurer- Jessica Perez
Laubhan, Secretary
- Jennifer D Steward,
Parliamentarian - Felicia
Knight, President -
Carolyn Cherry, High
School Vice President
- Kayla Flesher Alvarez,
Middle School Vice
President - Joy Roberts,
Elementary School Vice
Presendent - Samantha
Powers Allison.

Appointed Committee
Chairs to date are Gloria
Smith - Elementary
Support, Holly King -
Membership, Erika

Cleveland - Hospitality,
Reflections-open,
Fundraising- Katina Gilbert
Spritual-open

Voting for the new officers
will take place at the
general meeting at 6:30pm
April 10. The guest speaker
that evening will be Coach
Steve Simmons.

Norman Bennett to be in
Howe May 4 for honor

The Howe Area Chamber
of Commerce confirmed
that all inductees will be
present or represented at
the Howe Hall of Honor
Ceremony on May 4 at
6:30 in Downtown Howe.

Living inductees Harold
Taylor and Norman
Bennett will each be
present for the honor.
Bennett stated that he
would be in Howe unless
illness occurred, but in
typical Bennett fashion, he
stated that he was not
planning for illness.

Deceased members to be
enshrined are Bob
Williams and Tommy
Skipworth. The families of
each have stated that they
will be present that

evening.

Also, it is the night that the
chamber announces their
Norma J. Wallace Citizen
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Norman Bennett

Daughter and dad enjoy a dance.
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Prelims underway for district track

District prelims began last week
with field events and a few running
events. The incomplete results
have the Lady Bulldogs in fifth
place with 16 total points while the
Bulldogs are in sixth place with 13
points.

The Lady Bulldogs' Erin Blackburn
and Kasie Segleski each finished
second in their heat in the 100 m
dash. Jamie Taylor finished first in
the 200 m in her heat but third
overall. Marissa Agee finished
first in the 400 m and Taylor
Hartsfield finished second in her
heat. Mattie Martin placed third in
her heat in the 100 m hurdles while
teammate Cally Vick took fifth.
Bethany Masters had the overall
best time in the 300 m hurdles and
Martin finished third in her heat.
The Lady Bulldogs' 16 points came
off of Masters second place finish
in the triple jump (34'-1") and Ally
Harvey's second place finish in the

high jump (5;-0").

The Bulldogs' Cade Courtney won
his heat in the 100 m dash while
Joseph Brennan placed second and
Mason Riggs placed third in their
respective heats. Jordan Jones and
Spencer Akins placed sixth in the
200 meters while Sean Lukash
finshed fourth in his heat. Hunter
Cheatham was fourth in the 400 m
and Ryan Carney placed fifth.
Logan Elvington placed sixth in the
3200 m run (12:26.56) which
earned Howe one point. Chase
Clayton was second in the 110 m
hurdles while Colton Thurman
placed fourth. Those two Bulldogs
also placed sixth in the 300 m
hurdles. Howe's other 12 points
came on Ty Harvey's fourth place
finish in the high jump (6'-1") and
Zimry Weatherspoon's second
place finish in the pole vault
(12'-0").

Howe Youth Baseball to make
improvements to Ferguson Field

Members of the Howe Youth
Baseball board met on Saturday to
discuss future projects and
investments to make due to the
recent influx of cash from the 12U
pre-season baseball tournament
that was held. The board decided
to make investments in new nail
drags and top drags so that each
field would be equipped. Also,
the group approved a purchase of

new line strings and a chalk
dispenser.

One of the biggest decisions the
board made was to replace the
backstop at Ferguson Field with a
new concrete wall and netting
similar to North Field at
Bicentennial Park. Construction is
to begin immediately following the
season this summer.

Howe's Colton Thurman. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise.
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Bulldogs Continued from page 1

to three unearned runs.

Spencer Akins went 3-for-3 on the
night with two doubles and
teammate Cirby Coheley also
racked up two doubles and two
RBI on the evening. Garret
Johnson went 2-for-4 with an
triple.

Howe scored a run in each of the
first three innings taking a 3-1 lead
headed into the bottom of the
fourth inning. However, the errors
piled up in the bottom half of the
inning to allow Commerce
overtake Howe with a 4-3 lead.
But the Bulldogs put a five-run-
inning together in the top half of
the fifth inning to create some
distance.

Parker Blount tied the game with a
single that drove in Akins.
Coheley's double in the fifth drove
in Akins and Mason Riggs.
Coheley later scored on a Bryce

Krantz sacrifice fly to center.

Krantz drove in the final run in the
top of the seventh inning on a
double that scored Coheley. He
also pitched the final three innings
of the game allowing two earned
runs on three hits. He struck out
six and walked two.

Howe also beat Lone Oak on
Saturday in a lopsided 12-0 game.
Bulldog pitchers Krantz and Dyson
Dillard combined for a two-hit
shutout in the run rule.

Coheley once again had the big
game at the plate going 2-for-3
with two runs scored and an RBI.
Mason Riggs doubled and scored
twice and Akins scored two runs
with a single and an RBI. Garret
Johnson also scored twice for the
Bulldogs who moved to a 9-4
overall record and a 5-3 district
record which is good for third
place by a half a game over
Farmersville.

Howe Elementary Top Dogs

Fourth grade - Emmaleigh Fields, Preston Reeves, Shelby Gard,
April Salazar, Brian White

Third grade - Bryce Pieper, Jaleigh Murphy, Charles Thomas,
Caden Allen

Second grade - Deysi Garcia, Izzy Henley, Addison Donoho, Ella
Owens

First grade - Canyon Nitchman, Brynnadi Blaylock, Zane
Weatherly, Dylan Villagomez, Ryder Renfro

Kindergarten - Amisi Comer, Kellan Focht, Garrett Culp, Jaxon
Bryant



Three Bulldogs named to
Academic All-State Team
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Ty Harvey, Clay Marshall, and
Winston Mosse were all named to
the Texas Association of
Basketball Coaches Academic All-
State Team.

TABC awards are nominated by
Texas High School basketball
coaches and voted on by Regional
coordinators and committees. All
awards are announced between the
Boys State Basketball Tournament
and the end of school.

Ty Harvey

Clay Marshall

Winston Mosse



Lady Bulldogs golf team killed it
last week with a 397 score to win
the tourney. Charlsee Carter
places first overall (91), Molly
Wilson places second (95), and
Meradith Ross finished third
(97).

Lady Bulldogs
win golf
tourney

https://www.txfb-ins.com/insurance/agent/Grayson/23242/LorettaAnderson
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Lady Bulldogs shutout by
Leonard, beat Commerce

The Lady Bulldogs were four-hit on
Monday by Leonard in a 7-0 loss.
All four hits were singles by
Madison Mosier, Peyton Streetman,
and Torrey Stubblefield (2). The
loss dropped the Lady Bulldogs out
of first place momentarily, but they
were able to rebound the following
day with a win over Commerce
which put them back in the lead in
District 10-3A.

Courtney Hopper was the starting
pitcher for Howe as she went 4-
and-two-thirds innings allowing
five earned runs on six hits, striking
out two and walking two.
Stubblefield releved her in the fifth
inning and pitched the final two-
and-one-third, allowing one earned
run on one hit, striking out four and
walking two.

On Tuesday, Hopper once again
was in the circle and went five-and-
two-thirds innings, allowing five
earned runs on nine hits, striking
out one, and walking two. Most of
the crooked numbers came in the
fifth and sixth innings where
Commerce scored five of their six
runs in the game. Hopper was
relieved by Stubblefield who
pitched one-and-a-third innings
allowing no runs on one hit and one
strikeout.

Howe's eight runs came in part
thanks to three triples by three
seniors - one each from Erin
Blackburn, Payton Griffin, and
Peyton Streetman. Howe had multi

-hit games from Streetman and
Hannah Dwyer. Cassidy Anderson
had two RBI on the day to lead
Howe.

The game was somewhat of a
pitchers dual through the first three
innings before Howe scored two
runs in the top of the fourth inning
to give them a 4-1 lead. The Lady
Bulldogs tacked on another two
runs in the top of the fifth inning to
extend it to 6-1, but Commerce put
together a rally in the fifth and sixth
innings to bring the score to 7-6
heading to the final inning where
Howe added another run.

Commerce didn't help themselves
out by committing seven errors
compared to Howe's two.

The Lady Bulldogs softball game
against Lone Oak has been
rescheduled for Thursday at 5 pm.

Howe Softball Head Coach Tiffany Moreland talks to starting
pitcher Courtney Hopper. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise.

Cassidy Anderson waves to the camera.
Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise.
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Daddy Daughter Dance Photos
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Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of
Howe
Tuesday
9:30 am - Women's Bible Study
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday
9:00 am - Wednesday Workers
6:30 pm - Jr.High and Sr. High Youth
Saturday
9:00 am - Feed My Sheep (1st and 3rd
Sat each month)
Sunday
8:40 am - Fellowship and Donuts
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship service
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts

First Baptist Church Howe
Tuesday
7:00 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Kids Ministry
6:45 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:30 pm - Choir
Sunday
8:30 am - Traditional Worship service
9:45 am - Bible Fellowship
11:00 am - Modern Worship service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday
6:00 pm - Meal (Donations for adults
and kids eat free)
6:30 pm - Praise service
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - RA's/GA's/children's group
Sunday
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Howe Church of Christ
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Sunday
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
5:00 pm - Worship Service

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
7:00 pm - Sanctuary of for prayer
Sunday
9:30 am - Sunday School (kids, youth,
women, men)
10:30 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Kids Church

A Christian Fellowship, Luella
Wednesday
6:30 pm – Potluck Meal
7:00 pm – Worship Service
7:00 pm – Jr & Sr High Youth
Sunday
9:30 am – Sunday School (all ages)
10:30 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – KidZone Children’s
Service (5yr – 12 yr)

Community Bible Fellowship
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Food and Fellowship
7:00 pm - Community Kids (ages 3
- 6th grade, nursery available)
7:00 pm - Youth and Adult Bible
Study
Sunday
10:30 am - Worship Service

Times are subject to change.
Please check with each
church for any possible

changes

"With a united effort we can make the place in which we
live clean, wholesome, attractive. We can make the

crowded city dweller homesick to come back to us and
real living. We can bring new life, new business, new

beauty, to the little towns." - Mame Roberts
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Learn about antiques and collectibles
with Dr. Georgia Caraway

Dr. Georgia
Caraway

of these beauties and asked me to
research it. I thought a column on
lures made by this local company
would be a good follow-up on last
week’s column on fishing reels.

According to this same sales
catalogue “The Hellbender (“the
catchin’est lure of all”) has been
judged by both expert and novice
as the best deep running, floating,
diving type lure for casting,
trolling, and spinning. These lures
are molded of tough Tenite plastic.
The Hellbender as a casting lure
can be worked as a top water lure
by retrieving in twitches causing it
to dive under with a wiggle and
float back to the surface.”

The photographed lure that is in the
Mercantile is part of the 1000
series and is called a Silver Flitter.
It originally sold in 1972 for $1.65
and now has a value of $12 as a
collector’s item. Some of the other
styles of lures offered by Whopper
Stopper were the Bayou Boogie,
the Hellraiser, the Hellcat, the
Whirlybird, the Dirtybird, and the
Salty Boogie.

The company’s history originates
in Gainesville. J. Fred Eder saw
the success of the Bomber Bait
Company of Gainesville and
wanted to replicate it in Sherman,

Texas. So, with $ 5,000 of
equipment he partnered with Earl
Noble and began producing
wooden “Whopper-Stopper” lures
in 1945. By 1950, the name had
changed to Durable Plastics Inc.
with an address on the Denison
Pike near Sycamore Street. The
plastics came from the ingenuity of
the shop foreman, Jodie Grigg who
began carving wooden lures and
then would make plastic moldings
from the wooden models. Mr.
Grigg soon took over the
production of “Whopper-Stopper”
lures and was a big competitor to
Bomber lures even though their
designs looked very similar. J.
Fred Eder was the originator of
Whopper Stopper’s Back Running
lure.

The most popular lures are the
Whopper-Stopper, the Bayou
Boogie, and the Hellraiser.

Whopper-Stopper continued
production in Sherman up to the
late 1970s when their last major
design “The Crap Shooter” came
out in 1979 with dice painted on
the side. Heddon bought out
Whopper-Stopper and produced
their product for several years.
Now, if you want a modern
Whopper-Stopper you will have to
order from New Zealand where the
current owner, S.R. Marston
Company, is still making the
brand. As for Bomber, those are
now made in China.

The next time you are at a garage
sale and see a fishing lure with the
distinctive “Whopper-Stopper”
logo painted on top you will know
that it was originally a product of
Sherman, Texas.

Dr. Georgia Caraway, former
director of the Denton County
Museums for 14 years, and her
friends operate the Howe
Mercantile at 107 East Haning.
Store hours are Thursday through
Saturday 12 noon until 8 p.m. She
has written five Denton history
books and one book on taking care
of your antiques and collectibles.
All of her books, including her
latest, North Texas State Fair and
Rodeo, are available at Howe
Mercantile. She hopes her next
book will be the history of Howe.

SHOP LOCAL. We can show you
Howe!

Sherman, TX March 14, 2018 –
The 7th Annual Great Texoma
Cook-Off benefitting Home
Hospice of Grayson, Cooke and
Fannin Counties is quickly
approaching! The event will be
held on Sunday April 29th, 2018
inside the Mayor Arena at Loy
Lake Park in Denison, Texas. The
Great Texoma Cook-Off will be a
rain or shine event running from
12:30 pm to 4:00 pm. The event
will feature various cook teams
preparing their best chicken, beef
and fish recipes accompanied by
sides of beans, coleslaw and
sauces. Also present will be local
nonprofit organizations with their
best dessert recipes.

Are you, or is someone you know,
interested in being a cook team?
Spots are still available! Teams
will provide bite sized samples of
their own chicken, beef or fish
recipes to be voted on by the
attendees for the People’s Choice
Award. Winning recipes will
receive a cash prize and a trophy.
For more information about
registering as a cook team, please

contact Nancy Jackson at 903-868-
9315 or by email at
nancy.jackson@homehospice.org. You
can also register online at
www.TexomaCookOff.com.

The Great Texoma Cook-Off is a
family friendly event. Bounce
houses, a Kids Korner, balloon
animals and more will keep your
whole family entertained for the
entire afternoon. Local talent Sean
Franks and headliner Zane
Williams will be performing live
throughout the cook-off.

Home Hospice of Grayson, Cooke
and Fannin Counties is a 501(c)(3)
local community-based
organization serving our
communities for 35 years. As the
oldest and most trusted local
hospice organization, our mission
is to provide the best care and
support enhancing the Quality of
Life of our patients and their
families. To learn about other
community outreach programs
offered by Home Hospice, please
visit www.homehospice.org or
visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/homehospiceofgrayson.

Sign up to cook in the 7th
Annual Great Texoma Cook-Off

The Whopper
Stopper
Company in
Sherman Texas
was famous for
its fishing lures
and stressed in
their sales
catalogue “A
day spent
fishing adds
another day to
your life.”

One of our
dealers at Howe
Mercantile
brought in one

HHS Robotics win state

The HHS Robotics team are state champs. More info in next week's
edition.



investing.

Buy a commission-free fund. This
definitely isn’t my first choice, but
I think you should know it’s an
option. You can buy certain ETFs
without paying a service fee, but
there will almost certainly be
charges on the back end, plus you
won’t really know what your
dollars are doing. You’ll need to
keep buying into this fund to see
returns down the road, which is
why I think it makes more sense
for you to just keep saving money
and invest later when you have
more capital.

I know this isn’t particularly
exciting advice, but there’s not
much sense in making an
investment that sets you back
financially and discourages you
from future investing. You want to
make the most of what you put into
the stock market, and saving up is
the best way to ensure you do so.
Be patient and it will all work out.
Good luck, Paul!

Disclosure: Information presented
is for educational purposes only
and is not an offer or solicitation
for the sale or purchase of any
specific securities, investments, or
investment strategies. Investments
involve risk and, unless otherwise
stated, are not guaranteed. Be sure
to first consult with a qualified
financial adviser and/or tax
professional before implementing
any strategy discussed herein. Past
performance is not indicative of
future performance. To submit a
question to be answered in this
column, please send it via email to
Question@TaylorKovar.com, or
via regular mail to Lessons on
Wealth, 106 E Lufkin Ave., Lufkin,
TX 75901.
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Is it worth it to have a $25
investment account?

Hey Paul - $25 is technically
enough to start with, but I would
prefer you put it in savings until
you have more money to invest. If
you’re buying stocks with that little
money, you’ll see a large
percentage of your funds
swallowed up by service fees. So,
instead of just buying a share of
stock, let’s go over your other
options.

Save more. This is what I’d prefer
you do. By actively saving your
money and putting $5 to $20 aside
each week, it won’t be long before
you have enough to make a
worthwhile investment. If you can
show the patience and restraint to
save $1,000, you can invest in a
couple of companies and
potentially see some returns. You’ll
also lose a much smaller amount on
fees when you invest more. It
might feel exciting at first to buy
$25 worth of stocks (closer to $15
after the fees), but most stocks that
trade that low come with a lot of
risk. Take the time to build up an
investment fund, then give it a go.

Get creative. If this is really about
growing your wealth, and you only
have $25 available, think about
ways you could put that money to
work. You could buy a $15 chair at
a thrift store, get $10 worth of
paint, refurbish the chair and sell it
for $35. If you think about how
much your time is worth, you could
pay yourself $25 to organize and
host a yard sale. There are
immediate ways for you to build
your money, all of which can move
you closer to doing some serious

Taylor Kovar - Family Man.
Wealth Manager. Author. Speaker.

Serial Entrepreneur. Travel
Lover. Chick-Fil-A Fanatic.

Kovar is the CEO and founder of
Kovar Capital Management LLC

of Lufkin, Texas.

First graders become cowboys
and cowgirls for performance

The program isn't new, but the
characters change every year. And
the songs change some too. This
year the first graders performed by
singing "Deep in the Heart of
Texas", "You Are My Sunshine",
"T-E-X-A-S" (sung to the tune of
B-I-N-G-O), "Beautiful Texas" by
Willie Nelson, "Texas How We
Love You" (sung to the tune of the
Battle Hymn of the Republic), and
"I'm a Texas Star." The program
led by Angie Liss always ends with
"Texas Star" and a quote often
credited to Will Rogers, "Never
squat with your spurs on."

The program dates back to 2009
when Liss found out the first
graders were studying Texas
History.

First graders perform a Cowboys program on Tuesday.
Submitted photo.

TCOG's Time Out program
offers a break for caregivers

Are you caring for someone with
memory loss? This can be
physically and emotionally
exhausting for both the caregiver
and care recipient.

TCOG's Time Out program offers
a break for caregivers by providing
supervised sessions with the
participant and allowing a few
hours for the caregiver to run
errands or have lunch with a
friend. Trained staff will work
one-on-one with the participant on
social interaction skills and mental
stimulation to keep that person

active and enjoying life as long as
possible.

To find out more about this
program and the benefits it
provides, please call Lori at (903)
813-3347 or email her at
lholcombe@tcog.com.

TCOG is hosting an open house on
April 19 at 6 pm to celebrate their
50th Anniversary. The location is
1117 Gallagher Drive, Sherman,
Texas. Light refreshments will be
served as you can learn what
TCOG does and offers.

Mackenzie Coleman with
Elementary School Music

Director Angie Liss.

Extreme weather season should
make you think about safety

It was only two years ago that an
EF-1 tornado ripped through
Howe and caused massive
destruction through the town. As
we approach the extreme April
weather season, it is time to start
thinking about your safe places.

Think about the hazards in your
area where you would need to
know where safe places or
evacuation routes are located.

Get creative! Storm shelters, safe
rooms, and basements are all good
safe places from tornadoes and

strong winds, but think of other
scenarios or hazards that may
require other safe places.

What other preparedness actions
make your safe place even safer?
Having a NOAA Weather Radio?
Emergency Kit? Family
Communications Plan?

Encourage family, friends, and your
social media network to post their
#SafePlaceSelfie. Tag someone on
your post and ask them, “Where is
your safe place from extreme
weather?”

Hey Taylor - I
don’t have a lot
of money, but I
know I want to
start investing in
the stock market.
Since I don’t
want to touch
my emergency
fund, is it worth
opening an
account with just
$25? – PaulTaylor Kovar

Caught!

Keep Howe Beautiful caught a Sonic employee picking up trash to
help with the spring cleanup. Way to go Sonic of Howe!

COMING

SOON!
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of the Year Award along with
the Business of the Year and
Volunteer Organization of the
Year.

Nominees for Citizen of the
Year are Anna Anderson,
Monte Walker, and Donna
Wormsbaker.

Nominees for Business of the
Year are Howe Family
Dentistry, Independent Bank,
and Palio's Pizza Cafe.

Nominees for Volunteer
Organization of the Year are

Howe Fire Department, Keep
Howe Beautiful, and Peggy's
Porch.

Tickets for the event are $15
each and only 80 tickets will be
sold, 65 of which can be
purchased online by visiting
https://goo.gl/qNuvS7

Bennett, Skipworth, Williams,
and Taylor will join previously
enshrined members of the
Howe Hall of Honor including
Jabez Haning, W.P. Thompson,
A.M. Ferguson, Mame Roberts,
Charles R. Thompson, Arthur

Boyle, Tony Brinkley, L.B.
Kirby, Norma Wallace, Ray
Bledsoe, Carrie Waller, Elmer
Schenk, Jimmy Bearden,
Norman Dickey, Steve
Simmons, J.J. Chisum, Donal
Gilstrap, Jean Norman, and
Bob Walker.

The Howe Hall of Honor will
serve as the beginning of the
Founders Day weekend which
includes a festival on Saturday,
May 5 starting at 2pm and a
kickball tournament all day
Saturday at the softball fields.
Texas Flood will highlight the
festival starting at 5pm.

Bennett Continued from page 1



When the holidays of Christmas
and the holy week come around, I
cannot help but wonder what the
general population thinks about the
spiritual significance of these
events. I realize that Christians are
more involved with these
celebrations because of their
personal connection with Jesus
Christ, but we must also admit
there are many different levels of
commitment and enthusiasm. In
the last few years, the big screen
has produced several Christian
based movies and however you
feel about them, at least someone
is trying to relay the life of Christ
when He physically walked the
earth. I saw the movie, “Risen” the
other night and after it was over, I
thought about some key moments
within the film. I’m encouraged
whenever I see someone believing
when they see a miracle, but I’m
also reminded that everyone will
not believe in Jesus whether they
see one or not. Jesus declared in
John 20:29, “blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have
believed.” Yes, Jesus spoke divine
truth and in only three years made
a huge impact, but His message
was generally not embraced by the
masses and neither is it today.
Why? Well, the most disturbing
reason which is also revealed in
this movie, is that many
individuals will absolutely never
allow themselves to surrender their
will to God.

“Risen” is based on a fictional
character named “Clavious” who
portrays a high ranking Roman
soldier and fierce non-believer that
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being transformed into His way of
thinking and living. We want to
control our own lives, and do not
want anyone, especially God, to
interfere with our desires and
decisions. We find in Luke chapter
16, where a rich man and a poor
beggar named Lazarus passed
away. The rich man ends up in a
spiritual afterlife of misery but yet
has the ability to see Lazarus and
Abraham in the realm of paradise.
He lifts his eyes in torment and

begs Abraham to please send
Lazarus back to warn his family and
friends about this place of endless
suffering. Abraham replies that
whoever refuses to accept God’s
message would still not surrender
their independence even if someone
came back from the dead.

Dr. Holland is a Christian minister,
chaplain, and author. Discover
more at billyhollandministries.com

What would it take for us to believe?

Dr. Billy Holland

oversees the crucifixion of Christ.
This account is not specifically
mentioned in the Bible, but some
of these events could have been
possible. Nonetheless, he’s
following his orders and convinced
he’s doing the right thing but a few
days after Jesus is buried in a
tomb, he witnesses the Messiah
miraculously comforting His
disciples in the upper room. He is
so stunned and in a state of shock
that he abandons his duties and
begins to stalk the disciples hoping
to discover what in the world is
going on. There’s a scene when
Pilate enters this very room where
Jesus had miraculously appeared
earlier and is furious because the
stone has been rolled away and the
body of Jesus is missing. Trying to
silence the rumors that Jesus
actually rose from the dead, he
notices a note fastened to the wall
that was written and sealed by
Clavious. It said, “Do not seek me.
Do not follow or wander. Persecute
no one on my behalf. I have seen
two things which I cannot
reconcile. A man dead, without
question and that same man alive
again. I pursue him, the Nazarene,
to find the truth.” Pilate responds
angrily, “My right hand has turned
against me...how could he follow
that Hebrew?” A soldier
comments, “Perhaps...it’s true.”
And then Pilate makes a very
troubling statement, “Well, if it
is...I’ll kill him again.” Is this not a
heartbreaking example of the lost
and depraved nature of mankind?

Although this story exposes our
spiritual blindness, it also reveals
an encouraging hope that God has
provided everyone an invitation to
receive Christ as their Lord and
Savior. We commonly use skits
and plays in church to illustrate
spiritual principals and even Jesus
Himself told parables which are
narratives that help explain divine
truths. I have no intention to argue
about the accuracy or intentions of
movies like this, but within the
presentation of Jesus we can at
least ask ourselves, “is seeing
believing?” You would imagine if
someone actually witnessed that
God and His Word were absolutely
true, they would become a Jesus
fanatic, but this is not necessarily
so. Humans struggle with believing
because our pride fights against us

“I am strong and of good courage. I fear not, nor am I
afraid, for the Lord my God, it is He who goes WITH

me. He will not fail me, nor forsake me.”

— Deuteronomy 31:6 (MEV

Verse of the Week
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parts of the U. S. The University
of Texas honored him with the
special title of president emeritus
in 1929. He died at his home in
Pasadena, California, in 1931.

The university remembered his
many contributions and dedicated
a new building in his memory in
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Texas History Minute

The early 1900s was a formative
time for education in Texas.
Sidney Mezes, a one-time president
of the University of Texas, rose to
the forefront to serve as such a
leader as well as a diplomat and a
thinker. In the process, the son of a
pioneer gold prospector in
California became one of the most
respected philosophers in the
nation and a leader in Texas
education.

Sidney Edward Mezes was born in
September 1863 in Belmont,
California, then a tiny village
nestled between San Francisco and
San Jose in the years after the Gold
Rush. His parents were both
immigrants, with his father having
arrived from Spain and his mother
from Italy. His father, Simon M.
Mezes, was an attorney who
arrived with the early wave of gold
prospectors and other fortune-
seekers and co-founded what is
now Redwood City.

Mezes graduated from what was
then the University of California in
1884 (now the University of
California at Berkeley) with a
degree in engineering. After his
father’s death that year, Mezes
took a different path and began
studying philosophy. He enrolled
at Harvard University in 1889,
receiving a second bachelors
degree in 1890 and a masters
degree in philosophy in 1891.
While he was completing his
doctorate, he spent the 1892-93
school year teaching philosophy at
Bryn Mawr College in
Pennsylvania. After finishing his
Ph.D. in 1893, he spent a year
teaching at the University of
Chicago.

He was offered an adjunct teaching
position at the University of Texas
in 1894. In 1898, he wrote about
ideas and perceptions of God with
The Conception of God. He took
on questions of spirituality and the
existence of God. At the same
time, he touched on ideas of time,
memory, and reality. Mezes
argued that God lives in an eternal
state of the present, with all things
happening in one everlasting
moment and that time as mortal
men understand it, is meaningless

Dr. Bridges is a Texas native,
writer, and history professor. He

can be reached at
drkenbridges@gmail.com.

Dr. Ken Bridges

to God. “Time is no reality; things
seem past and future, and, in a
sense, non-existent to us, but in
fact are just as genuinely real as
the present is,” Mezes wrote.
“Every reality is eternally real,
pastness and futurity are merely
illusions.”

He became a full-time professor in
1898. In 1901, he wrote an
influential work on ethics, titled
Ethics, Descriptive and
Explanatory. He earned a
promotion to dean in 1902, serving
as a philosophy professor
simultaneously.

In 1908, Mezes was appointed
president of the university, the
fifth person to hold the position.
He was widely respected for his
work as a scholar and
administrator. The college
expanded steadily. He added a
new library and a new Department
of Economic Geology. Within
five years, enrollment expanded
20%, from 2,500 students to 3,000.

In 1913, the newly-inaugurated
President Woodrow Wilson asked
him to become U. S. education
commissioner, but he declined.
Instead, Mezes decided to take a
new position as the fourth
president of the City College of
New York. He assumed his new
post in 1914. He left the
university on good terms, and the
board of regents asked him his
opinions on the direction of the
university. He published this as
The Future of the University of
Texas in 1914, which helped form
a blueprint for expansion.

The same spirit of innovation he
brought to UT he brought to
CCNY. Here, the college added
schools of civil administration,
business, education, and
engineering, becoming a respected
institution in New York.

At the request of Wilson, Mezes
became the director of a
committee of scholars informally
called “The Inquiry” to investigate
the causes of the war and to
identify and evaluate possible
solution to prevent a future war.
These suggestions were later
formulated into Wilson’s Fourteen
Points, which he outlined in a
speech in January 1918. At the
end of the war, Mezes served as a
diplomat as part of the American
delegation negotiating the Treaty
of Versailles, the shape of the
peace to come. He wrote a section
from a 1921 series of recollections
titled What Really Happened at
Paris.

By the mid-1920s, Mezes began
experiencing serious health
problems. The situation became
so bad that he retired as the CCNY
president in 1927 at the age of 64,
having seen enrollment quadruple
from 5,200 to more than 20,000.
He returned to California; and
when his health permitted, he
traveled to Europe and different

1953. Mezes Hall today is a multi-
use classroom building used by
various departments and
organizations on campus, including
the Texas Politics Project, the
Spanish Department, the
Government Department, and the
European Studies Department.



story about a mountain man, who
as she readily admits, likely
relished the elusive quality he
imparts to both friends and readers
alike. “I think he wanted to be a
mystery…”

Originally self-published, Danielle
Nadler’s book is about to be re-
launched in June by Morgan James
Publishing. Without A Trace: The
Life of Sierra Phantom is available
on Amazon and on Kindle. The
audiobook is available at
Audible.com.

both of his parents at a young age,
he was tossed around numerous
orphanages and foster homes,
making a habit of escaping once
trouble arose. Until he landed at the
last orphanage at which he would
ever stay. She credits the last
orphanage – especially the influence
of the headmaster, Mr. Berton - with
helping to right his way. “You can
run into that person at just the right
time,” she says, articulating that just
by showing you care, one can
communicate a sense of value to the
child or young adult.

“Foster children, they are known for
their storytelling,” a friend of
Danielle offers, a conversation she
records in her book. “Because
they’re moved from family to
family and house to house, there’s
no one who holds all of who they
are, from beginning to end.” Never
having married or had children,
Nadler readily agreed that his
willingness to speak with her about
his life was borne out of a desire
that his story be told to future
generations. “Growing up without a
loving family…I think that changed
his entire trajectory…” A fact that
likely did more to shape him than
anything else in his entire life. “As a
child, he probably didn’t get the
floor very much,” she says, making
the case that the seeds of his latent
distrust for society were sown in his
early years.

So what is the legacy of this man
who lived in the wild? “His
knowledge about the area and his
experiences…that’s what he wanted
to be known for,” she says
unequivocally. A love for nature
was also embedded in his existence.
“He was really big on protecting the
environment…wanted to pass down
that love for nature…”

Yet perhaps more can be learned
from this man who chose such a
unique path. A World War II
veteran, his years of service were
defining moments, leading to the
formation of scars that lasted a
lifetime. “He did tell me he had
nightmares still about the war…”
Nadler says, and the passages in her
book covering this portion of his life
make note of his reticence in talking
about this part of his past.

Scars are powerful, influential
enough to cause a change in course.
For some, Phantom’s choice of
coping mechanism may seem
strange; but, living in the wild may
have provided him with a sense of
peace that he was unable to find in a
world filled with human contact. “I
think he liked being the local
expert…” she says, an assertion that
may reveal an additional underlying
meaning. His expertise, built up
over decades of experience,
provided a sense of control he felt
was utterly lacking during both his
youth and early adulthood.

As she spent years uncovering the
truths encompassing the life of
Sierra Phantom, she soon
discovered the ways in which his
story had changed her own. “I think
that part of it is just saying yes to
things…when opportunities knock,”
she says, regardless of whether time
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“As a journalist, you are supposed
to stay out of the story,” says
Danielle Nadler, Managing Editor
of Loudoun Now and author of
Without A Trace: The Life of
Sierra Phantom. In the book, she
acts as the narrator, offering
insightful vignettes about her own
life, woven between the tales of a
man who built a life in the wild. “I
was scared the average reader
would say - get out of the way of
the story,” she says, readily
conceding the most challenging
aspect of writing this book was
motivated by a truth inherent in
the act of putting down words
upon a page. “I think with writing
you have to take risks,” she says
thoughtfully.

A man who spent decades in the
wilderness of Bishop, California,
John P. Glover - a.k.a. Sierra
Phantom - had moved to an
apartment by the time Nadler met
him. She describes Phantom as an
“extrovert,” always ready to share
a story about his experiences.
“Even though he did live in the
wild…he would come into town
quite a bit,” Nadler says. Did he
relish the newfound roots offered
by life in an apartment, eager to
indulge in the stability having a
home can provide? “He always
made it seem like he missed the
wild…” she says.

When one reaches a certain age, it
seems only natural to look back
upon the arc of the life lived and
possess more than a few regrets.
Mistakes made, opportunities
missed. A man who lived the
majority of his adult life entirely in
the wild - shunning the traditional
form of living - must have had a
few regrets of his own? “I’ve since
learned he had a girlfriend when
he was in his thirties,” Nadler
says, revealing a piece of
information that she learned after
the publication of her final
manuscript. A revelation
seemingly doing little to surprise
Nadler. “His priority was living by
his own rules…I never felt like he
could ever trust anyone…”

After reading Nadler’s book, one
unavoidable question kept coming
to mind. Where did this man
derive the will to live? After losing

In Search of Sierra Phantom

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance
writer. He is currently working on
a memoir and publishes a blog
which can be found by visiting
www.holdingontohopetoday.com
Follow him on both Facebook and

Twitter.

Mickey Boatman, 1949-2018

Mickey Boatman

Mickey Lee Boatman of Howe,
Texas passed away on March 31,
2018 at the age 68 at the Wilson N.
Jones Regional Medical Center in
Sherman, Texas.
He was born on May 2, 1949 in
Espanola, NM the son of W.C. and
Minnie Ruth (Patton) Boatman.

When Mickey entered the
workforce he pursued many career
paths including working for the
newspaper as a printer, joining the
US Army, and finally a machinist
for Fisher Controls retiring after 32
years.

Mickey loved the ponies at
Oaklawn with other interests
including motorcycles and
camping as long as he had the
comforts of home found in RVing.

Above all, he loved his
grandchildren and they loved
him.

He is survived by his wife Nancy
Boatman, son, Charles A.
Boatman (Tony) and wife Leigh
of Cedar Park, Texas, son, James
B. Boatman and wife Taya of
Howe, Texas, son, Brandon C.
Anderson of Sherman, Texas,
son, Jarrod W. Anderson and
wife Alida of Sherman, Texas,
brother Bobby Jack and wife
Kendra of Howe. Grandchildren,
Chase Anderson, Charlie
Boatman, Paige Boatman, Leslie
Beth Boatman, Camryn Boatman
and Carolyn Randall, great-
grandson, David Allen Anderson
all born and bred Texans.

Mickey was preceded in death by
his parents, and his sister, Debra
Boatman Oswalt.

Memorial services were held at
10:00 AM on Saturday, April 7,
2018 at the Scoggins Funeral
Home Chapel in Van Alstyne,
Texas. Arrangements are under
the direction of Scoggins Funeral
Home & Crematory 637 W. Van
Alstyne Pkwy Van Alstyne,
Texas 75495.

The online register book may be
signed at
www.scogginsfuneralhome.com. In
lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the First Christian
Church, Van Alstyne, Texas
75495.

or money lines up. Telling the
stories of the invisible members of
communities also appeals to her. “I
notice the people more that others
don’t notice.”

Nadler did that long before she
wrote this book, however. Nearly
six years ago, I was informed by
my guidance office that a reporter
was looking to write a story about a
high school senior who overcame
adversity. Receiving her number, I
called later that afternoon, sharing
my own personal story as she
hurriedly tapped away at the
keyboard. I remember her being
completely taken aback by the
words I shared, stunned by the
adversity I had faced as a teenager.
Days later, she visited my home in
order to take photographs to
accompany the story, her gracious
and kind manner doing much to put
me at ease. The story she wrote
would be the first time I shared my
accident so publicly, a
foreshadowing of what was to
come.

She references our earlier meeting
as she talks about writing stories on
those who aren’t often given a
chance to share their experiences
with a wide audience. “Sometimes
the most interesting story is about a
senior at Stone Bridge High
School,” she says touchingly. Or a
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Job Title QUALITY
ASSURANCE AUDITOR
workintexas.com Posting ID
8620151
Location Denison
Posting Close Date 05/03/2018
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2JlWjAF

Description A local company is
looking for a QUALITY
ASSURANCE AUDITOR whose
primary responsibilities will be
to audit designated areas of the
plant. The audits will consist of
assuring compliance to GMP’s
HACCP, TQC, and USDA
guidelines.

This position requires a High
School Diploma or Equivalent
and a minimum of 1 year of
related experience.

Texoma Hot Jobs
Job Title PRODUCTION
MAINTENANCE
TECHNICIAN
workintexas.com Posting ID
5309890
Location Sherman
Posting Close Date 05/03/2018
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2HbspOW

Description A local company is
looking for a PRODUCTION
MAINTENANCE
TECHNICIAN who will perform
general mechanical/electrical
tasks involved in daily preventive
maintenance and/or repairs of
manufacturing equipment.

This position requires a
minimum of 1 year of related
experience.

Sherman Service League - Grayson County Businesses Make Big Impact
Organizations, particularly
nonprofit groups, often rely on
monetary donations from
businesses to fund the various
programs and events they produce.
The advantage of receiving
corporate sponsorship funding is
that the organization gets the
money it needs to fund programs.
It's a win - win for all.

The Sherman Service League,
through their committed
membership, works to get involved
in local non-profits to discover the
needs, then endeavors to engage
sponsors. This union to fund
benefits both the business making
the financial contribution and the
organization receiving the donation

‘Catch and release,’ explained
White House release -

“A huge caravan of Central
Americans is headed for the U.S.,
and no one in Mexico dares to stop
them,” BuzzFeed News reported on
Friday. A number of the caravan’s
participants have said they intend to
cross the U.S. border illegally once
they get here, hoping to slip by
American authorities undetected.

An immigration system that gives
everyone a fair chance—including
both newcomers and longstanding
American citizens—requires respect
for our Nation’s laws. Yet catch-
and-release loopholes, which are the
result of statutory and judicial
obstacles, encourage illegal
immigration and prevent the
removal of these individuals once
they arrive. That lawlessness helps
no one.

President Donald J. Trump has
called upon Congress to enact
comprehensive reform that
addresses this breakdown in the
system. In the absence of lasting
solutions, we can only expect the
flow of illegal immigration into our
country to continue in the years
ahead.

WHAT: Our immigration system
continues to encourage and allow an
influx of aliens to illegally cross our
borders and resettle in American
communities.

Porous borders, legal loopholes, and
insufficient immigration
enforcement resources allow aliens
to illegally cross our borders and
often prevent their removal once
here. Waves of Unaccompanied
Alien Children (UACs) and Family
Units have been exploiting these
weaknesses in our immigration
system for years in order to enter
and remain in the country.

Since fiscal year (FY) 2016, more
than 107,000 UACs have been
released into the interior of the
United States. 2,895 UACs were
released into the U.S. in February
2018 alone, bringing the total for
FY 2018 thus far to 13,186. Once
released, most UACs remain here
by failing to either show up for
court hearings or comply with
removal orders. As a result, only 3.5

through a resulting positive
affiliation. Donations received
through the annual Sherman
Service League Charity Ball make
a positive difference to the
community and sponsors are
recognized for their contributions
to this cause.

18 local charities will be the
recipients of funds raised through
sponsorship of the 2018 Run for
the Roses - Charity Ball 2018.
Businesses making a significant
contribution to the success of
meeting the non-profit asks for
2018 are Platinum Sponsor Ruiz
Foods, Gold Sponsors Bon Appetit
Y'all, Red River Title , Snelling
Staffing, Texoma Chevy Dealers

percent of UACs who are
apprehended are eventually
removed from the U.S. The surge
of UACs entering and remaining
in the U.S. is in addition to the
more than 167,000 Family Units
which were apprehended between
FY 2016 and February 2018.
Nearly all apprehended family
units are also released into the
U.S. due to judicially-imposed
constraints on U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement’s
authority to detain them.

This flow of illegal aliens into
American communities stands to
only grow as a caravan of
hundreds of Central Americans
currently traveling through
Mexico heads toward the U.S.
border.

WHY: Catch and release
loopholes encourage more and
more illegal immigration into
the U.S.

Catch and release loopholes,
which are the result of statutory
and judicial obstacles, encourage
illegal immigration into the U.S.
and prevent the removal of aliens
once they are here. Currently, the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) can only detain UACs for a
few days before releasing them to
the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) for
resettlement into the United States.
Immigration enforcement efforts
are further hamstrung by the fact
that current federal law exempts
UACs from non-contiguous
countries, such as El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras, from
being promptly returned to their
home countries. This results in
nationals from these and other
countries entering and never
leaving.

Foreign nationals see how easy it
is to enter the United States, and
how hard it is for federal
immigration authorities to remove
aliens who enter illegally, and are
accordingly drawn to the United
States. In the absence of lasting
solutions to the problems that
riddle our immigration system, we
can only expect the flow of illegal
immigration into our country to
continue.

by, Holiday Chevrolet, Utter Ford
Lincoln Kia, Utter Wealth
Management Group of Wells Fargo
Advisors, Silver Sponsors Brain
Lab, Carrus Specialty and
Rehabilitation Hospitals, CBC
Creative, Classic of Texoma,
Douglass Distributing , Dr. & Mrs.
Bradley Pillow, FirstUnited Bank,
McDonald's of Texoma, RGB Eye
Associates, Texoma Roofing &
Construction, The Chickasaw
Nation.

Since 1954, members of the
Sherman Service League have
worked to better the Grayson
County community-at-large
through service, volunteerism, and
community involvement.

Since its inception, the Service
League has supported numerous
community agencies and
organizations with a diverse set of
missions and goals. From children's
charities to home hospice to
indigent health to scholarships to
public transportation; the League
strives to improve the quality of life
in the Texoma area.

Each year, members of the Sherman
Service League come together to
evaluate the specific needs of
Grayson County, and choose grant
recipients based on requests
received, the needs of Grayson
County, and the amount of funds
raised each year from the League's
annual Charity Ball.



have a child and teen mental
health crisis. Today’s child, by age
16, is five to ten times – depending
on the source – more likely to
experience a prolonged emotional
crisis than was a child raised in the
1950s. For example, I do not
remember, nor have I ever run into
a person my age who remembers a
high school classmate committing
suicide. (No jokes about our
memories, please.) Teen suicide
happened, but it was rare. In fifty
years, it has become the second-
leading cause of teenage death.

So, given the undeniable reality of
a large and growing problem, the
second question: what should be
done? The answer – or, more
specifically, my answer: Nothing
that involves any form of mental
health treatment. We have some
fifty years of evidence to the effect
that neither therapy nor medication
has mitigated the deterioration of
child and teen mental health. No
surprises there, given that the
general efficacy of therapy is
unverified and no psychiatric
medication has ever consistently
outperformed placebos in clinical
trials.

Point of fact: As the percentage of
children and teens receiving
therapy and psychiatric
medications (A) has increased
exponentially, the child and teen
mental health crisis (B) has
increased likewise. Common sense
says that more of A is not going to
result in less of B.

The crux of good
mental/emotional health is a
quality known as “emotional
resilience” – the ability to
withstand and keep moving
forward, chin up, in the face of
disappointment, deprivation,
prolonged frustration, crisis,
setback, loss, and failure. The fact
is that what I call “postmodern
psychological parenting,” the pig
in a poke that mental health
professionals sold to America in
the late 1960s and early 1970s,
turned child rearing into never-
ending enabling. Fifty years of
PPP have generated lots of
business for mental health
professionals and greatly increased
the pharmaceutical industry’s
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Lone Star Hoops Camp will return
to Howe the week of July 9 - 12 at
the Howe High School
gymnasium. It is the 18th
consecutive year that the camp has
been in Howe.

The camp is a great high-energy,
"total-immersion" hoop
experience for boys and girls
currently in the first through eighth
grade. Campers are age-and-ability
grouped.

The 2017 camp had participants
from 14 different districts in Texas

and Oklahoma.

Last year's camp was a
full-house and it is recommend for
campers to reserve your spot early
on!

"We want your camper to have a
great experience as a returning
veteran or have some new faces,"
said Jan Jernberg, the organizer of
the camp.

The registration form can be found
at https://goo.gl/HAzVhr

TxDOT launches 'Heads Up'
campaign to curb distracted-

driving crashes

AUSTIN – April is National
Distracted Driving Month and with
nearly 1 in 5 crashes in Texas
involving distracted driving – a
ratio that has not changed in the
past three years – the Texas
Department of Transportation
reminds drivers that their
undivided attention to the road
could save a life.
“It’s extremely concerning that
drivers still choose to give their
attention to things other than the
road when they’re behind the
wheel,” said TxDOT Executive
Director James Bass. “As a society,
we’re more connected than ever to
our devices and easily tempted to
multitask, but drivers need to
understand all of these various
distractions can lead to a tragic
outcome.”
In 2017, 19 percent of vehicle
crashes on Texas roads involved
distracted driving. Those 100,687
crashes resulted in 444 deaths and
2,889 serious injuries. In an effort
to curb distracted-driving crashes,
TxDOT is launching its new
“Heads up, Texas” campaign in
partnership with AT&T It Can

Wait. The centerpiece of the
campaign is a 19-city, distracted-
driving virtual reality experience
launching in Waco on April 4.
According to AT&T It Can Wait,
the majority of Texans ages 15-54
admit to driving distracted because
of their smartphone. Additionally,
nearly all Texans surveyed
consider smartphone distractions to
be dangerous while driving, but
nearly 9 out of 10, or 89 percent,
admit they do it.

“The It Can Wait campaign shares
a simple message: Distracted
driving is never OK,” said Ryan
Luckey, assistant vice president of
Corporate Brand Marketing for
AT&T. “We’re proud to join
TxDOT in sharing that message
with Texans through revealing
survey data and events that
highlight the dangers and the new
law.”
Effective Sept. 1, 2017, a texting-
while-driving ban was written into
law making it illegal to read, write
or send a text while driving in
Texas. Violators can face a fine up
to $200. Though texting while
driving is now punishable by law,
it’s not the only smartphone
activity putting Texas drivers and
passengers at risk. Among those
Texans surveyed by AT&T It Can
Wait, the top 5 smartphone
distractions while driving are:

• Texting
• Snapping/viewing photos
• Playing music
• Emailing
• Accessing social media

Living with Children
profit margin, while
simultaneously rendering a
significant percentage of young
people incapable of dealing, chin
up, with disappointment,
deprivation, etc.,

The obvious solution, therefore, to
the ongoing child and teen mental
health crisis is for parents to stop
enabling, coddling, pampering,
indulging, and cocooning children.
My mother, a single parent for
most of the first seven years of my
life, would serve as an excellent
role model in that regard. She
refused to help me with my
homework, for example (and she
eventually obtained a Ph.D. in the
life sciences!). My responsibilities
were mine, as hers were hers. She
expected me to entertain myself
(without – gasp! – even so much
as a television set), fight my own
battles, lie in the beds I’d made,
stew in my own juices, stand on
my own two feet, and other
equally character-building things. I
was never lacking in her love, but
my mother was not my friend. She
had a life separate and apart from
being a parent.

In the final analysis, whether
parenting weakens or strengthens
is largely a matter of physical and
emotional boundaries, the lack or
presence thereof. Along that line, I
had no permission to interrupt my
mother at anything she was doing,
nor did my emotional state define
hers. It appeared that my peers
enjoyed – and enjoy it was –
similar relationships with their
moms.

By contrast, today’s all-too-typical
mother is enmeshed in a co-
dependent relationship with her
kids. For some odd reason, that
state of mutually-assured-
destruction is now, according to
the culture, the quintessence of
good mommying. Given that
ubiquitous state of affairs, it is no
surprise that more psychiatric
drugs are consumed by women
with children than any other
demographic.

After all, living one life is
complicated enough these days.
Trying to live one’s own life as
well as someone else’s, well, I can
only imagine the level of stress
incurred…by both parties.

Family psychologist John
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com,
parentguru.com.

John Rosemond

Lone Star Hoops Camp returning

Jan Jernberg in Howe for the 2017 Lone Star Hoops Camp.

Do we – here
in the USA,
that is – or do
we not have a
child and teen
mental health
crisis and if the
answer is yes,
we do, then
what should be
done about it?

Without doubt,
the answer is
yes, we do

John Rosemond has worked with
families, children, and parents
since 1971 in the field of family
psychology. In 1971, John earned
his masters in psychology from
Western Illinois University and
was elected to the Phi Kappa Phi
National Honor Society.

COMING SOON!
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