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Nearly four years ago I sat
down with my old high
school principal. It was a
different setting. I wanted to
tell the story of his life. I
was no longer a dumb high
school kid, and he was no
longer an intimidating
person of authority. He was
a frail, kind, and sweet old
man that was heartbroken
over the death of the love of
his life. We reminisced, we
laughed, we cried, and we
hugged. He was a huge
positive influence in my life
as just about all of our
educators were. We
recorded our conversation
and if you knew Mr.
Gilstrap, you’ll understand
that I nearly had to change
batteries twice. He was a
great man, and wonderful
calming influence on some
dumb high school boys. I
will miss him, but I’ll
always be able to hear his
voice.

I'll never forget that Sept.
2016 day that Joe King
walked through the office
door downtown and said,
"You come with me." He
then took me on a history
excursion showing me
where Summit actually was
and not where people think
it was. He told me about
Buck Owens being born on
what is now Dr.
Smithwick's property. He
showed me old roads that
led to Sherman that are now
tree lines and generally
wanted to pass along the
history of this town as he
knew it to the next
generation.

Today is National Peanut
Butter and Jelly Day in the
US.

It is believed peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches
originate way back in the
World War II. It was first
prepared by American
soldiers in the war at the
time. After the war, the
soldiers introduced the same
concept among homes and
the sale of peanut butter and
jelly increased
tremendously.
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FUMC Howe's
Community

Easter Egg Hunt
Photos

The Howe
Enterprise was
there to catch
photos of egg
hunters.
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Tough week for Howe as
three loved locals pass

Four members selected for Howe Hall of Honor
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votes than any of the 10
nominees.

Taylor will enter the Howe
Hall of Honor with Norman
Bennett, Tommy Skipworth,
and Bob Williams. The

chamber announced early
in the year that they would
induct the top two vote-
getters from the living and
deceased categories.

A large crowd attended FBC Howe's Community
Easter Service on Sunday.

FBC Howe hosts Easter
service at high school

page 2
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For the fourth year in a
row, the Howe Area
Chamber of Commerce will
induct members into the
Howe Hall of Honor. Each
April the chamber
announces the winners of

month-long voting from the
general public.
Nominations started rolling
in on January 9 and Harold
Taylor was the first person
nominated for the 2018
Class. He also tallied more

It was late last week that we
learned the news about the
passing of longtime Howe
High School Principal
Donal Gilstrap. Then about
the same time we were told
by the family of the funeral

information, we learned that
Howe lost a hometown boy,
land owner-farmer, Howe
FFA pillar in Joe King. On
Tuesday morning, we

a

a

Bob Williams Tommy Skipworth Harold Taylor Norman Bennett

Donal Gilstrap

For the fourth consecutive
year FBC Howe held their
Easter service at Howe
High School and invited
the entire community.
The tradition began in
2015 as longtime pastor
Roger Tidwell wanted
offer something different
for Howe. The 26-year
veteran pastor of the
church preached on the
differences of Christianity

compared to other
religions. He even stated
that Christianity is not a
religion, but a relationship.

Tidwell stated that FBC
Howe will change their
future schedule and will go
back to one Sunday service
instead of two. The one
service will now start at
10:30 am with Sunday
classes preceding.
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Continued from page 1Hall of Honor

Nominees were Price Hanning,
Overton Jay, Marshall Robertson,
Artie Stockton, Linda Wall, and
Donna Wormsbaker as well as
those to be inducted.

The four members will be officially
inducted to the Howe Hall of
Honor on May 4, 2018 at 6:30 pm
in Downtown Howe. That night
will also reveal the Howe Business
of the Year, Norma J. Wallace
Citizen of the Year, and Volunteer
Organization of the Year.

The three top nominees for
Business of the Year: Howe
Family Dentistry, Independent
Bank in Howe, and Palio's Pizza
Cafe.

The three top nominees for the
Norma J. Wallace Citizen of the
Year: Anna Anderson, Monte
Walker, and Donna Wormsbaker.

The three top nominees for the
Volunteer Organization of the
Year: Howe Fire Department,
Keep Howe Beautiful, and Peggy's
Porch.

Those to be inducted on May 4:

Tommy Skipworth, Feb. 14, 1945
– Nov. 4, 2005. Originally from
Sherman, Skipworth made a name
for himself as a superb multi-sport
athlete at Sherman High School
and later Austin College where he
was eventually inducted into the
Austin College Hall of Honor in
2014. Upon graduation from
Austin College in 1967, he began a
career in the education field at
Howe I.S.D. that ended in a legacy.
He served as a teacher, varsity
basketball and baseball coach,

counselor, and principal, all while
furthering his own education with a
master’s from East Texas State
University.

Bob Williams, May 12, 1933 –
March 14, 2000. Bob Carl
Williams was born in 1933 and
grew up in Sherman, Texas and
was a 1952 Sherman High
graduate. His contributions to
Howe are well documented during
his 23 years as Senior Vice
President of First Bank Howe.
Williams was a charter member of
the Howe Band Boosters, as well
as serving as president of the
Athletic Booster Club, and
president of the Howe Lions Club.
He was also involved with the
Upper-Elm Red Water
Conservation Committee and
served on the Loy Lake Livestock
Board of Directors. Williams used
loaning money for FFA projects to
teach students a lifelong lesson. He
would take extra time to explain
the details of a loan with each FFA
student. Most of all he wanted
them to learn responsibility, that if
they kept their end of the
agreement he would be there the
next time they needed money.
Williams was often taken for
granted as he quietly did whatever
needed to be done for Howe,
especially for the youth in the
community. He worked in many
places not seeking recognition for
his deeds but doing all for the
community he loved. He was the
recipient of the 1999 Norma J.
Wallace Citizen of the Year.

Norman Bennett was born in 1932
and raised in Gainesville, Texas.
Shortly after graduating from
Southern Methodist University,
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Hall of Honor Continued from page 2

Dallas, he moved to Sherman
where he taught math at Sherman
High and coached the tennis team
in the late 1950s and 1960s. He
then taught at Howe High where he
taught in three different decades at
Howe High School. Bennett was
known for his contagious smile, his
knack for math, his ability to
connect with and “mesmerize” his
students. He would write math
problems on the board with his
eyes on the class the entire time.
While involved in his teaching
career, Bennet also starred in plays
and musicals at the Sherman
Community Players Theater.
Working at KXII TV, he hosted an
afternoon movie show, “Dialing for
Dollars”, had roles in commercials,
and was the weekend weatherman.
After his children were grown,
Norman Bennett decided to earn
extra money by auditioning for
commercials in Dallas. In 1983, he
starred in two movies – “Terms of
Endearment”, starring Shirley
MacLaine and Jack Nicholson, and
“Tender Mercies”, starring Robert
Duval – both movies winning
Academy Awards. In “Terms of
Endearment”, he played the role of
banker Edward Johnson, one of

Shirley MacLaine’s suitors. In the
movie “Hope Floats”, he starred
opposite Sandra Bullock and Harry
Connick, Jr.

Harold Taylor is a hometown boy,
graduating from Howe High
School in 1956 from his class of
13. After attending North Texas
State University, he began a
37- year career with the United
States Postal Service including the
last 13 as the postmaster in Howe
from 1984-1997. Taylor is the only
person to ever be selected as the
Norma J. Wallace Citizen of the
Year twice (1987, and 1997).
Taylor was an active Howe
Chamber of Commerce member
and served as the treasurer of the
Howe Lions Club for many years
where he helped less fortunate
children obtain eyeglasses. Taylor
also served as Scout Master and
Assistant Scout Master for many
years for Howe’s Troop 45. Taylor
was also a supporter of Howe ISD
by becoming a charter member of
the band boosters and also a
supporter of the athletic booster
club. He and his wife have been
faithful members of the First
United Methodist Church of Howe
for 59 years.

Another week, another Lady
Bulldogs track win

The Lady Bulldogs put together an
astounding 152 combined points
on Thursday during a track meet at
Howe that only included running
events.

Howe's Kristian Sutherlan finished
first in the 3200 m (13:19.62) and
Howe's 400 meter relay placed first
with a time of 52.11. Sutherlan
finished third in the 800 m
(2:47.11) and Mattie Martin placed
second in the 100 m hurdles
(17.99). Kasie Segleski finished
second in the 100 m dash with a
time of 13.08. Howe's 800 meter
relay team placed second
(1:58.40). Marissa Agee won the
400 meter run with a time of 64.49
with teammate Taylor Hartsfield
placing second at 68.93. Her
freshman sister Tatum Hartsfield
finished fifth (71.01). Bethany
Masters won the 300 m hurdles
(47.96) and Martin placed second
(53.59). Jamie Taylor won the 200
m with a time of 26.52. Sydney
Rector finished right behind her at
27.42. Hartsfield finished fifth
(28.74). The Howe 1600 m relay
team also finished first with a time
of 4:21.05.

The Bulldogs finshed second
overall with 98 points with
Whitewright winning the meet
with 111.

Howe's 400 m relay placed second
with a time of 46.36 and Lady
Bulldog Jenna Honore running the
first leg. In the 800 m, Dalton
Winchester finished fifth (2:28.68)
and Jake Fabacher finished sixth
(2:35.61). Chase Clayton finished
second in the 110 m hurdles
(16.11) and Colton Thurman was
third (18..2). Howe finished
second, third, and fourth in the 100
m dash with Mason Riggs leading
with a time of 11.33. Joseph
Brennan placed third at 11.46 and
Spencer Akins finished fourth at
11.8. Howe placed second in the
800 m relay (1:36.81) and Hunter
Cheatham continued his
dominance in the 400 m race by
winning with a time of 54.14.
Chase Clayton finished third in the
300 m hurdles (45.9) and Jordan
Jones finished third in the 200 m
(24.33). Howe's 1600 m relay
finished fourth with a time of
3:54.49.

Mattie Martin in the hurdles. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise
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learned of the passing of Nelda
Carroll, a prominent woman of
faith in Howe.

In answering questions about life
after death, we are left with only
two sources to consult. Either we
turn to human experience or we
turn to the Word of God. If we turn
to human experience, we find
many guesses, many ideas, many
theories—but no sure answers.
That’s because, in the nature of the
case, no human has a sure answer.

The only people who have the
answer are dead. That leaves us
with the Word of God. In God’s
Word we find ample, abundant
answers. God who knows the future
knows what happens when we die,
and he hasn’t left us to wonder
about it. The Bible is filled with
information on life after death.

If you want the answer in one
sentence here it is: What happens
after you die depends on what
happens before you die.

Howe losses Continued from page 1

a

Joe King Nelda Carroll
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Late Leonard surge downs Howe

The Bulldogs (7-4, 3-3) came up
short in another nail-biting district
game. On Friday night, Howe and
Leonard traded leads several times
before the Tigers finally came out
on top with a 5-3 win.

Mason Riggs started the game for
Howe before being relieved by
Dyson Dillard and Peyton Reagan.
Riggs pitched under stress for most
of the game as Leonard left 10
runners stranded in the first five
innings.

The Dogs tied the game in the fifth
inning when Cade Courtney
reached base on an error that left
the door open for a two out rally.
Courtney scored on a wild throw

from a grounder by Spencer Akins.
Kyler Anderson then singled home
Akins.

Garret Johnson tied the game in the
sixth inning at 3-3 with a grounder
followed by a Riggs triple to
center.

The Tigers scored two runs in the
top of the seventh inning with a
walk, a single, and a double.

Howe's Parker Blount opened the
final inning with a pinch-hit single
up the middle and was sacrificed to
second. But a strikeout and a pop
fly to right ended Howe's chance
for another comeback walk-off.

a

Mason Riggs. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise

Lovely music accompanied the service at HHS on Easter Sunday.

Roger Tidwell preaches at the Easter service on Sunday at HHS.

Scenes from the Community Easter Service
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Scenes from the Community Easter Egg Hunt



howeenterprise.com Page #7Monday, April 2, 2018

Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of
Howe
Tuesday
9:30 am - Women's Bible Study
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday
9:00 am - Wednesday Workers
6:30 pm - Jr.High and Sr. High Youth
Saturday
9:00 am - Feed My Sheep (1st and 3rd
Sat each month)
Sunday
8:40 am - Fellowship and Donuts
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship service
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts

First Baptist Church Howe
Tuesday
7:00 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Kids Ministry
6:45 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:30 pm - Choir
Sunday
8:30 am - Traditional Worship service
9:45 am - Bible Fellowship
11:00 am - Modern Worship service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday
6:00 pm - Meal (Donations for adults
and kids eat free)
6:30 pm - Praise service
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - RA's/GA's/children's group
Sunday
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Howe Church of Christ
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Sunday
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
5:00 pm - Worship Service

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
7:00 pm - Sanctuary of for prayer
Sunday
9:30 am - Sunday School (kids, youth,
women, men)
10:30 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Kids Church

A Christian Fellowship, Luella
Wednesday
6:30 pm – Potluck Meal
7:00 pm – Worship Service
7:00 pm – Jr & Sr High Youth
Sunday
9:30 am – Sunday School (all ages)
10:30 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – KidZone Children’s
Service (5yr – 12 yr)

Community Bible Fellowship
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Food and Fellowship
7:00 pm - Community Kids (ages 3
- 6th grade, nursery available)
7:00 pm - Youth and Adult Bible
Study
Sunday
10:30 am - Worship Service

Times are subject to change.
Please check with each
church for any possible

changes

"With a united effort we can make the place in which we
live clean, wholesome, attractive. We can make the

crowded city dweller homesick to come back to us and
real living. We can bring new life, new business, new

beauty, to the little towns." - Mame Roberts



program could do that, the Dow
would be around 1,000,000 and
Wall Street would implode.

I don’t believe that one type of
advisor, live or automated, is better
during bullish or bearish cycles. I
do believe, however, that certain
people benefit more out of human
advisors and others benefit more
from an automated service. If you
can figure out which you prefer,
you should stick with that option
during the good times and the bad,
and I expect your money will grow
in the long run. Good luck,
Chandler!

Disclosure: Information presented
is for educational purposes only
and is not an offer or solicitation
for the sale or purchase of any
specific securities, investments, or
investment strategies. Investments
involve risk and, unless otherwise
stated, are not guaranteed. Be sure
to first consult with a qualified
financial adviser and/or tax
professional before implementing
any strategy discussed herein. Past
performance is not indicative of
future performance. To submit a
question to be answered in this
column, please send it via email to
Question@TaylorKovar.com, or
via regular mail to Lessons on
Wealth, 106 E Lufkin Ave., Lufkin,
TX 75901.
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Robo advisors vs. human advisors
Hey Taylor - The stock market has
been a rollercoaster lately, and I’m
wondering if I’m better served by a
robo advisor during these wild
times, or a real live broker. Do
people tend to help or hurt more
than automated systems during these
times? - Chandler in Corrigan

Hey Chandler - That’s a great
question. When the market is
constantly rising and falling, you’ll
hear all sorts of ideas about how you
should weather the storm and make
the most money, and a lot of that
advice will be bad. So, when the
market is crazy, are you better
served by humans or robots?

Before you can decide who’s better
equipped to navigate a volatile
market, you have to look at where
your money is. If you have a billion
different positions stacked in a
mutual fund, no one can save you.
Your money can’t work properly
when the market is bouncing all
over the place and you have
hundreds and hundreds of
companies in your portfolio.
Meanwhile, moving your money
around to correct these losses will
probably just land you with a bunch
of service fees and continued sub-
par returns.

Generally, when the market makes
large moves in either direction, the
wrong choice is to be too
reactionary (unless you’re lying in
wait for a good value purchase).
People are more prone to poor
reactions than neutral programs, and
that can work to your benefit. Of
course, having a level-headed
financial advisor who doesn’t panic
at the natural ebbs and flows of the
market is just as good, if not better,
than an automated system.

Keep in mind, the stock market
loves reacting to things people say
and do. Take the recent tariff talk for
example, and the immediate drop in
stock prices. No tariffs had been
levied, no new laws had been
signed, but investors reacted to the
idea and the market turned. Robo
advisors can immediately analyze
and utilize relevant data, and that
can give investors an advantage in
some cases. At the same time, no
form of predictive analytics can
determine what people are going to
say and how other market investors
will react to those words. If a

Taylor Kovar - Family Man.
Wealth Manager. Author. Speaker.

Serial Entrepreneur. Travel
Lover. Chick-Fil-A Fanatic.

Kovar is the CEO and founder of
Kovar Capital Management LLC

of Lufkin, Texas.

Six weeks to go and Howe
Founders Day Festival is packed
with street vendors, food and fun

The Howe Area Chamber of
Commerce is once again hosting
the Founders Day Festival and this
year’s event could be the best yet if
the number of street vendors is any
indication. The event which will
take place on May 5, 2018, in
downtown Howe from 2 pm to 8
pm has seen an unusual of early
bird vendors reserve their spaces on
the street. Of the 42 street spaces,
only two remain with six weeks to
go. The chamber has added an
additional 20 overflow spaces
which will be placed between City
Hall and Abby’s Restaurant and
behind the restaurant next to Stark
Lane Farms Gift Shop.

Food vendors that have signed up
so far are B-Dawgz Street Doggz,
Magic Smoke BBQ, Pop Pop
Popcorn, and Chill Out Shaved Ice.

There will be a Kid Zone with
items including a bounce house, 65'
inflatable obstacle sponsored by
Exalt Realty and Michelle Castle
- Guild Mortgage, and the popular
Interurban Kid Train sponsored by
Sara Jerome - Vincent Realty
Group, and Don Berry - CB
Roofing.

“This is the chance we have to
create positive lasting memories for
our kids in this town and maybe
one day when they start having
families they’ll remember these
great days and they’ll want to raise
their kids here,” said Howe’s
Economic Director Monte Walker.

Two bands will rock downtown
starting with Bent Creek who
performed at last year’s Founders
Day Festival. They will play from
2 pm – 4:30 pm. Then Texas Flood
will take the stage at 5:30 pm which

is a free concert sponsored by
Tomlin Investments. Texas Flood
is the highly-accredited Stevie Ray
Vaughan tribute band that will have
the crowd amazed at the likeness of
sound, look, and feel. Texas Flood
has become one of the premier
blues bands in all of North Texas.
Evolving from the original tribute
to Stevie Ray Vaughan, Texas
Flood pays tribute to the legends as
well as the future of the blues
through their own music and style.
With an in-your-face show and raw
high energy playing, Tommy
Katona takes the listener on a
journey through the blues.

The chamber will also host a wine-
tasting event inside the chamber
office that will take place from 5
pm to 8 pm. No alcohol is allowed
to be consumed outside of the
contained area. Tickets will be
$10 to enter the wine-tasting.

The Interurban Kid Train at the 2017 Founders Day Festival.
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Learn about antiques and collectibles
with Dr. Georgia Caraway

Dr. Georgia Caraway

A very popular sport for men and
women alike is fishing. I have to
admit I have not been fishing since
I was a little girl and went fishing
with my grandfather. He would
put the worm on the hook on my
lure and take any fish I caught off
my hook. I haven’t had an
occasion to study fishing gear until
recently when a metal fishing
tackle box showed up in the attic of
the estate sale I am doing in
Denton. It had not been used since
the 1970s and was filled with lures,
reels, and other fishing
paraphernalia.

I was especially interested in the
two reels that were in their original
boxes. Both were named
Shakespeare Wondereels.
Research into this name came up
with the name William
Shakespeare, Jr. I thought this was
interesting in itself. And the story
of this particular Shakespeare is
fascinating. In 1896 William
Shakespeare, an avid fisherman of
27 years, wanted to improve on
existing fishing reels so he came up
with a device for winding fishing
line evenly back on the spool.
Shakespeare designed the level-
wind reel and his new design was
superior to anything on the market.
As a result, this feature is now
common on most fishing reels. A
year later using his experience in
advertising, camera manufacturing,
and his love for fishing, he founded
the William Shakespeare, Jr.
Company. The company slogan

was “Built Like a Watch.” During
World War I the factory was
converted to manufacture mortar
fuses and automobile carburetors.
Twenty years later anglers needed
a way to apply a light action reel
brake to prevent spools from
backlashing so Shakespeare
invented one, the “Backlash
Brake.” The new Wonderreel was
one of the most popular reels to
ever hit the fishing tackle market.
At the same time Shakespeare
designed a new two-gear drive
reel. During WWII, the company
built controls for aircraft, tanks and
jeeps. After the war, Shakespeare
was one of the firsts to
manufacture monofilament line
from raw materials. The company,
under the direction of
Shakespeare’s son, introduced the
newest innovation in fishing rods
—the glass fiber Wonderod. This
rod revolutionized the fishing rod
market and made bamboo and steel
rods practically obsolete.

By joining forces with Pure
Fishing Company, the Shakespeare
Company is the world’s largest
fishing tackle company. So grab
your tackle and head to your
favorite fishing hole. We live in
the Lakes Trails region of the
historic trails so there are plenty of
places to lure you to enjoy your
sport.

Dr. Georgia Caraway, former
director of the Denton County
Museums for 14 years, and her
friends operate the Howe
Mercantile at 107 East Haning.
Store hours are Thursday through
Saturday 12 noon until 8 p.m. She
has written five Denton history
books and one book on taking care
of your antiques and collectibles.
All of her books, including her
latest, North Texas State Fair and
Rodeo, are available at Howe
Mercantile. She hopes her next
book will be the history of Howe.

SHOP LOCAL. We can show you
Howe!

Letter to the editor...
On February 14, 2018 Tony
Carroll, a 1976 graduate of Howe
High School, underwent five
bypass surgeries. Carroll is the
father of Ashley McCloud and
Tyler Carroll also Howe
graduates. After the first surgery,
Tony returned for a second due to
excessive bleeding. Due to these
complications, a large blood
transfusion was necessary. He
then spent the next six days on a
ventilator. After a 16-day stay in
ICU, Tony is finally recovering at
home.

After this tragic event, Carroll’s
daughter Ashley would like to
opportunity to thank members of
the community.

On February 28, 2018 Howe High
School Student Council hosted a
blood drive through Texoma
Regional Blood Center. Many of
the students who participated were
eligible to earn a red card to be
worn at graduation. After hearing
of our situation, Mrs. Nail, the
student council sponsor, contacted
the blood center to see if students
could donate on behalf of my
dad. If students forfeit the t-shirt
given at the time of donation, their
contribution could be used to help
my family. At my time of
donation, the students and staff of
Howe High School had donated
24 bags of blood.

I quickly realized that I wanted to
share my gratitude for those who

helped my family. My family and
I believe that giving of yourself is
the greatest gift anyone can give.
To the students and staff of HHS
who made a conscious effort to
donate on my father’s behalf,
please know that this was no small
act. You have helped to relieve
some of the financial burdens and
offset the blood debt that my
dad’s medical crisis left.

The Florida school shooting
happened around the time of my
father’s surgery. With it came
many conversations concerning
what is wrong with “kids these
days.” It left many questioning
what is this group lacking? But
I’ve seen the good. I’ve seen
what kids are capable of. These
young adults gave of themselves
and helped my family.

The kids of Howe took it upon
themselves to help a fellow
Bulldog. All it took was a simple
morning announcement that asked
them to give, and they did. Their
quick compliance, without
anything in return restored my
faith in this generation.

To my students of Howe, your
custodian is forever indebted to
you for your generosity.

To the parents of these students,
you have raised kind and selfless
young adults. I am glad to have
them in my corner when times get
tough.
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Newest Howe
Chamber Members

The Howe Area Chamber added two new
members recently. Stark Lane Farms

and LegalShield each joined and provide
Howe and the surrounding areas with

unique opportunities.



plantation near Arcola, just north
of Houston.

It was a life of remarkable
success, one visited upon most of
his children as well. His youngest
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Texas History Minute

America is a land of immigrants,
and one immigrant in particular
helped create one of the nation’s
greatest cities, Houston, thanks to
Thomas House. In his life, he went
from pastry chef to natural gas
pioneer and sugar baron. With
House, a penniless immigrant rose
to become one of the wealthiest
men in Texas and laid the
foundation for Houston’s
extraordinary growth.

Thomas William House was born
in a small town in Southwest
England in March 1814. Looking
for a better life, as a young man, he
saved up his money and sailed to
New York City in 1835.
Immediately departing the boat, he
set out in a sprawling new city in
an unknown country to make his
way.

He soon found work as a baker,
making all sorts of pastries that
quickly earned him a reputation.
This reputation, coupled with a
chance meeting of one of the
owners of the St. Charles Hotel in
New Orleans led him to move to
the South in 1836. New Orleans
was jumping with rumors and
organizing as the Texas Revolution
played out just to the West.
Volunteers went to Texas to join
the fight while businessmen and
diplomats discussed how to keep
the movement alive. Though a
baker at the hotel, House heard all
of this and decided to join the
excitement, moving to Texas
within a few months.

House settled in the newly founded
Houston. He set up a successful
bakery; and as his business
expanded, he built partnerships
with other business owners,
investors, and political figures in
the city. Before long, he expanded
from baking to selling all sorts of
dry goods – hardware, seed, tools,
cloth, and more.

House and other Houston leaders
realized that as Houston grew, it
needed a steady and reliable system
of steamships to transport goods to
and from the port at Galveston. In
1851, he teamed with a number of
investors to found the Houston and
Galveston Navigation Company.

Dr. Bridges is a Texas native,
writer, and history professor. He

can be reached at
drkenbridges@gmail.com.

Dr. Ken Bridges

He invested in other shipping new
companies as trade expanded.

Two years later, he bought a huge
local dry goods firm. House
quickly expanded the wholesale
business, moving into cotton
trading as well. Eventually, he co-
founded the Board of Trade and
Cotton Exchange, which
accelerated the city’s move to
becoming a major center of trade.
House nearly always had some
new idea or business plan he was
trying. He invested heavily in the
growing Texas railroad business
by the 1850s, moving to the Board
of Directors of the Houston and
Texas Central Railway. At one
point, he also made and sold the
first ice cream in Houston.

In 1862, he had earned such
respect among residents that he
was elected mayor. However, this
was during the Civil War, the
Union blockade of Galveston
critically damaged Houston’s
economy. His term of mayor was
frustrated by the shortages and
economic conditions. His business
partners steadily deserted him. He
chose not to run for a second term
and attempted to shore up his
business empire while observing
Union blockade movements for
the Confederate army from his
second home in Galveston.

By 1866, the oil and gas industry
was far from a reality. However,
enterprising scientists and
inventors noted that using natural
gas for lighting was practical for
homes, buildings, and public
streets. By the end of the 1790s,
some streets in the mining
communities of England were
using natural gas lighting at night.
By 1813, entire neighborhoods in
London were using gas light. The
entire city of Paris was using
natural gas lighting by 1820.
Slowly, hotels and private
residences subscribed to what was
Houston’s first utility. Eventually,
the city streets also were lit by
gas. Houston was still a city of
less than 9,000 residents in 1866,
still overshadowed by neighboring
Galveston, but men like House had
great plans for the city.

House also helped develop the
city’s first horse-drawn rail car
system. This system, sometimes
called horsecars (even though
mules were often used), were an
early form of mass transit for
many communities. They had
already been in operation in New
York for several years by the time
House immigrated to the United
States, and the trams were steadily
expanding across the nation.

Though he had amassed the third-
largest fortune in Texas, he moved
into still more enterprises. Banks
became legal in Texas after the
Civil War, and House was once
again at the forefront of
opportunity and established one of
the first banks in the city. In 1872,
he bought a 70,000 acre sugar

son, Edward, went on to become a
trusted advisor to President
Woodrow Wilson and a respected
diplomat years later. House died in
San Antonio in 1880.



Repentance is a common theme
throughout the Old and New
Testaments. Isaiah 55:7 declares,
“Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return to the
Lord.” Matthew chapter 4 and
verse 17 says, “From that time
Jesus began to preach and to say,
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.” The most common
translation of the word “repent”
means to turn or return and more
specifically from a theological
perspective it represents turning
away from evil and turning to God.
Though most of the world is in
denial, our heavenly Father has a
very strong desire, actually a
demand, for us to resist sin and be
transformed into His image. This
has never been a popular message
because with us being notoriously
rebellious and often referred to as
depraved, we have a built-in urge
to do what we want. We hate to be
told how to live and proudly call it
freedom, but God calls it
disobedience. The gospel reveals
that saving us from ourselves is
why Jesus went to the cross. First
Peter 1:18,19 says, “For you know
that God paid a ransom to save you
from the empty life you inherited
from your ancestors. And the
ransom He paid was not mere gold
or silver. It was the precious blood
of Christ, the sinless, spotless
Lamb of God.”

Many people commonly want to
know what they have done that is
so bad, and why do they need to
ask forgiveness? For anyone to
believe they are exempt from
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with a commitment to walk with
God instead of against Him. Billy
Graham is quoted, “The wonderful
news is that our Lord is a God of
mercy, and He responds to
repentance. In Jonah’s day,
Nineveh was a wealthy
superpower, unconcerned, and self-
centered. When the prophet Jonah
finally arrived and proclaimed
God’s warning, the people listened,

repented and was forgiven.”
Wherever you are today, God wants
to forgive you and give you a brand
new life. “If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” I John 1:9.

Dr. Holland is a Christian minister,
chaplain, and author. Discover
more about his ministry at
billyhollandministries.com

God is faithful and just to forgive

Dr. Billy Holland

judgment is a huge problem
because we are all sinners and
cannot save ourselves. Unbelievers
want everyone to leave them alone
while many Christians have a
tendency to relax in a false sense
of security. The world is trying to
avoid dealing with a guilty
conscience but Christians can also
drift away and become lukewarm
about their need to live in the
constant awareness of God’s
presence. Wherever you are today,
repentance is an honest, regretful
acknowledgment of sin with a
sincere desire to be spiritually
cleansed and accept God’s
invitation to begin a brand new life
in Jesus Christ. “Repent, therefore,
and be converted, that your sins
might be blotted out when the
times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord”
Acts 3:19.

My personal understanding of
repentance is centered around a
conviction to stay close to God and
to live according to His standards
of purity. I admit I have my share
of daily failures even though I
know the dangers of temptation.
I’m convinced that every person
gives their love and attention to
what is important to them as we
serve whom we obey. The more
we learn the more we are
accountable for and yet it seems
many times we still neglect the
discipline to live what we believe.
A key ingredient within repentance
is having regret and remorse. If we
are not broken-hearted and
nauseated over what we have done
or what we are doing then it’s
highly unlikely we will call on God
to forgive us. When we come to a
point where we are not bothered by
our transgressions and have no
sense of urgency to make things
right, something is terribly wrong.
“Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a person
sows, that shall they also reap”
Galatians 6:7.

There is more to forgiveness than
just saying we are sorry. True
repentance is having a change of
mind and rejecting the sinful
enticements that are attempting to
control us. When we realize we are
guilty and in need of God’s grace,
we are convicted to confess we are
wrong and this should motivate us

“…I cast ALL my cares [ALL my anxieties, ALL my
worries, and ALL my concerns, ONCE AND FOR ALL]
on Him, for He cares about me [with deepest affection,

and watches over me VERY carefully].”

— 1 Peter 5:7 (AMP)

Verse of the Week
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Registering online for Bulldog Fun Run
and Health Fair is now available

It's the time of year again that
runners show up to the Howe
Middle School to participate in the
Bulldog Run & Health Fair. The
date this year is April 7 with a start
time of 8:30 am for the One Mile
Family Fun Run. The 5K will begin
at 9 am.

New this year for 5K participants in
addition to the traditional

registration method is that 5K
participants may register online
through active.com

Participants may pre-register
however onsite registration will be
available.

To register online click on the
following link: goo.gl/VPpaqm

Nelda Carroll, 1935-2018

Gracie Nelda Carroll, age 82 of
Howe, Texas passed away at her
home surrounded by a family who
loves her deeply on Monday,
March 26, 2018. Funeral services
are under the direction of Dannel
Funeral Home.

Nelda was born on March 27, 1935
in Nevada County Arkansas. She
grew up in Hope Arkansas. After
graduation from Hope High School
in 1954, she moved to Dallas,
Texas where she was employed by
Bell Telephone Company and met
TC Carroll. TC and Nelda were
married February 25, 1956. She
moved to Howe, Texas with her
family in July 1968.

Nelda devoted the years of married
life to her dear husband, precious
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. She loved them
more than anything and was a
beautiful example of living a godly
life. Nelda accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ as her Lord and Savior at
age twelve. Her life, expressed in
her own words, is this: “Living for

Christ has given meaning, purpose,
and joy to my life and great hope
for the future. Knowing, one day,
as I depart this earthly life I shall
see Christ face to face and forever
I shall be there to await my loved
ones.”

In addition to caring for her family
as a wife of a Pastor, Nelda was
active in church as a Sunday
School Teacher and was involved
in Children’s Ministry at church
and Bible Study Fellowship
(BSF). She attended BSF ladies
Bible Study classes for six years.

Nelda is survived by her husband
of 62 years, TC Carroll, sons: Tony
Carroll and wife Susan, Shawn
Carroll and wife Sharon, daughter:
Dana Carroll Orr and husband
Bob. Grandchildren: Ashley
Carroll McCloud and husband
Michael, Tyler Carroll and wife
Julianne, Kalen Orr, Charis Orr,
Sloane Carroll, Stratton Carroll,
Sisters: Sara Butterworth and
husband Walt, Marguerite Downs,
brother Lindol Ellis and many
nieces and nephews.

Nelda is preceded in death by her
parents, Charles and Ruth Ellis,
brother James Ellis and sister,
Pansy Mandeville.

The family greeted friends at
Dannel Funeral Home from 6:00 –
8:00 pm on Thursday, March
29th. Funeral Services were
Friday at 11:00 AM at First Baptist
Church in Howe, Texas. Nelda’s
nephew, Rick Rothwell officiated
with her brother-in-law, Bobby
Carroll. Pallbearers were Tyler
Carroll, Kalen Orr, Stratton
Carroll, Michael McCleod, Gregg
Downs, Andy Downs, David
Carroll, Brad Stephens, Chad
Stephens, Weldon Day and Ronnie
Ellis

You may sign the online guestbook
at www.Dannelfuneralhome.com.

Gracie Nelda Carroll

Joe King, 1931-2018

Joe Clyde King

Joe King passed from this life on
March 26, 2018 at Medical City
Hospital in McKinney. He was
born in Howe, Texas on August
24, 1931 to Nancy and Clyde
King. He graduated Howe High
School in 1948 and attended North
Texas University.

He married Katie Koeninger in
1951 to whom he was married for
66 years. He was a member of the
Howe United Methodist Church,
the Howe Fire Department, served
on the Howe ISD School Board,
the Howe State Bank Board, and
had been a member of the Hall
Cemetery Board.

Joe was a farmer and rancher in
the Howe area most of his life. He
loved to garden, was proud of his
flowers and loved to share his
food. He was an FFA Lone Star
Farmer and involved in helping
countless FFA and 4H students
with their projects. He loved his
white cows and enjoyed seeing

them at various stock shows over
the years. He never hesitated to
help those who were willing to put
in the hard work and effort. He
grew pecans that were legendary.
He will be missed by those who
knew and loved him.

He is survived by his wife Katie,
sister Mary Ann and husband
Travis Arterbury of Russellville,
Arkansas, three daughters Kathie
and husband Bruce Allen of
Whitewright, Susan King of Plano
and Lesa and husband Terry
Williams of Garland. He had 3
grandchildren, Bailey Williams of
Garland, Karen (Allen) Seabourn
and husband Justin of
Westminster, Colorado and Stacy
(Allen) Wilson and husband Jared
of Garland as well as four great-
grandchildren, Brandon, Zoe, and
Kendyll Seabourn and Katie
Wilson.

He was preceded in death by his
parents and sister Nancy Jane
Yarbrough.

Funeral services were held at 2 pm
Friday, March 30, 2018 Howe
Methodist Church with pastor
Zack Landis officiating.

Donations may be made in Joe’s
memory to Howe Methodist
Church, Hall Cemetery
Association or MD Anderson
Cancer Center.

Services are under the direction of
Waldo Funeral Home. The
register book can be signed online
at waldofuneralhome.com.
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was sixteen, walking the halls of my
high school, trying to find myself in
a new and exciting world. There
seemed to be endless possibilities,
opportunities for higher education, a
career and beyond. A much cleaner
slate, with far fewer missteps
littered along the way.

Our culture tends to glorify this
stage in life, focusing on the
positives of youth while at the same
time discounting the challenges
encompassing the teenage years.
The moments in which one is still
trying to discover the essence of
who they are, to find the true
passion that will propel them
throughout their adult life. It is a
time filled with much uncertainty,
arising as a result of making
continual attempts to find your way
while lacking significant life
experience on which to base life-
defining decisions.

As I think about the future my sister
will soon embark upon, excitement
soon gives way to worry. Over the
decisions she will have to make and
the pain she will likely experience
along the way. The boys she may
choose to date, and the men who
may break her heart. The mistakes
she will inevitably make, the
hardships that befall as you travel
through life. I think about the pain
inherent in the process of growing
up, in morphing into the person you
are meant to be; and, I wish I could
shield her along the arduous
journey.

Until I consider the growth that can
be achieved through failure. The
success that can attained when life
fails to go according to plan. The
things that can be learned, and the
beauty that can blossom out of
enduring a painful experience. The
joy that can be found in the journey
we call life, no matter how
demanding or dark circumstances
become.

So as I plan out the words to offer
my sister as she nears her birthday, I
quickly realize she has what it takes.
To face adversity and survive. To
get knocked down, only to jump
right back up. To face the future
- whatever it holds. That she, like so
many of her peers, are more than
capable of making a mark upon a
world in desperate need of their
perspective.

What she probably needs to hear
more than anything is that I love her
no matter what - even if she refuses
to let me plant a kiss on her cheek.
And that whatever comes her way,
her older brother will always be
present to guide, help, and perhaps
most importantly, to listen.

As I write these words, I realize
these sentiments might need a little
work before I deliver them to her
face-to-face. Good thing I have a
few more months to work out the
kinks.

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a freelance
writer. To have words of hope
delivered directly to your inbox,
subscribe to his blog by visiting
www.holdingontohopetoday.com
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My sister is on the cusp of turning
sixteen.

Her birthday is still a few months
away, but a flurry of activity this
week reminded me that this day is
fast approaching.

She spoke rather excitedly when
asking for my opinion regarding
the theme of the upcoming party
with her friends.

“Paris or Beach?”

I voted in favor of the latter, a
choice to which she readily
agreed, with only one objection.
Paris would allow her to select
pink as the color theme for the
event.

Unexpectedly, the thought of my
sister reaching this notable age has
had quite the effect on me. I think
back to the day of her birth - our
longing for a baby girl hardly a
secret. We waited expectantly for
the revelation of the new baby’s
gender, my nearly nine-year old
self longing to hold a baby girl in
my arms.

In the wake of this upcoming
milestone, I have been pondering
the implications of my sister
reaching this age. Our family has
always been exceptionally close
- although the significant age gap
between my sister and I has
sometimes led to a generational
distance that has been hard to
overcome. Her love of Snapchat
completely eludes me, as does her
prevalence for doing the
“Whip/Nae Nae,” dance moves I
have been quite unable to master.
Video footage may or may not
exist to prove this humbling
assertion.

Our age differential
notwithstanding, she does her best
to educate me, keeping me young
when I feel entirely older than my
twenty-four years. I in turn attempt
to do the same, offering some sort
of perspective as she comes of age
in a turbulent world. As the older
brother, I am sometimes asked to
dispense advice, to offer surety
whenever uncertainty appears.

It was not all that long ago that I

Coming of age

Samuel Moore-Sobel is a
freelance writer. He is currently

working on a memoir and
publishes a blog which can be

found by visiting
www.holdingontohopetoday.com
Follow him on both Facebook and

Twitter.

Job Title CREW LEADER
workintexas.com Posting ID
5308049
Location Denison
Posting Close Date 04/26/2018
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2GiNN7N

Description A local company is
looking for a CREW LEADER
who will lead crew in the
installing and renovations of in
ground swimming pools,
landscape and irrigation
projects. Must be able to work
outside in the Texas summer heat
and have a driver’s license to be
able to drive to project sites.

This position requires a High
School Diploma or Equivalent,
and a minimum of 2 years of
related experience.

Texoma Hot Jobs
Job Title EQUIPMENT
ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN
workintexas.com Posting ID
7269641
Location Sherman
Posting Close Date 04/19/2019
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2E4BJkw

Description A local company is
looking for an EQUIPMENT
ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN
who will coordinate/perform
both reactive maintenance and
scheduled preventive
maintenance on various wafer
and assembly processing tools to
maintain optimal uptime.

This position requires an
Associate's Degree, and a
minimum of 3 years of related
experience.

Donal Gilstrap, 1933-2018

Donal Gene Gilstrap

Services for Donal Gene Gilstrap,
age 84, of Howe, Texas were held
at 2:00 PM Thursday, March 29,
2018, at the First Baptist Church
in Howe. Private family burial
followed at the Hall Cemetery in
Howe, Texas. The family received
friends from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
on Wednesday, March 28, 2018, at
Scoggins Funeral Home in Van
Alstyne, Texas.

Donal passed away on Sunday,
March 25, 2018, at the Homestead
of Sherman. He was born on July
14, 1933, in Breckenridge, Texas
the son of Edmund and Martha
Gilstrap. Donal enlisted and
served in the United States Army
becoming a First Lieutenant. He

met Barbara Helen Mahan while at
Fort Sill and married her on
August 8, 1959, in Madill,
Oklahoma. Donal received his
degree from Hardin Simmons
University and later got his
Master’s Degree from Texas Tech.
He taught and coached in
Memphis, TX and Lubbock, TX,
before moving to Howe, TX to be
a Principal for Howe Schools from
1972 until his retirement in 1993.
He was a faithful member of the
First Baptist Church in Howe,
Texas.

Donal was preceded in death by
his parents, then his wife, Barbara
Helen Gilstrap.

Survivors are daughter, Catherine
Gilstrap; son, Patrick Gilstrap and
his wife Loretta; Grand-daughter,
Dallas Wilburn and her husband,
Lonnie; great-grand-daughter
Zoey Wilburn; step-grandsons,
Aaron Williams and Colton
Williams; brother James Gilstrap
and his wife Delores.

Services are under the direction of
Scoggins Funeral Home and
Crematory, 637 W. Van Alstyne
Parkway, Van Alstyne, Texas
75495. Pallbearers will be Sam
Haigis, Buddy Baker, Ray
Bledsoe, Charles Farris, Charles
Loftice and Bill Loftice.

The online register book may be
signed at
www.scogginsfunealhome.com



Monday, April 2, 2018howeenterprise.com Page #15

A walk to remember
Originally published in the Howe
Enterprise, June 16, 2014

Kids and newer residents of Howe
have no idea who the heavily
bearded, heavily clothed man is
who walks continuously around
the east side of town. They just
might be shocked of the impact he
made on countless individuals who
call this city their home.

After the announced retirement of
longtime Superintendent, Charles
Thompson, the school had a
vacancy for the position. Gilstrap,
who was best friends with Ray
Culp (brother of then-school board
member Ned Culp), was asked to
apply for the superintendent
position.

"I knew I wasn't qualified for it. I
was still working on my master's
degree. But it was something that I
was interested in and I thought I'd
apply and if nothing else, it would
be a mini-vacation," said Gilstrap.
Gilstrap was not hired for the job
as it went to Glen Mitchell.

"They told me that I was not going
to be the superintendent, and I
knew that, but they said that we
want you to be a high school
principal in a year. The entire
school board came out to Lubbock
and I was in my shop working and
they came out to my shop where I
was welding and I couldn't believe
that they had driven all the way out
there just to see me and to say 'we
want you' and that made me feel
good," Gilstrap remarked.

Gilstrap became the middle school
principal with the understanding
that he would become the high
school principal the following
year. He was worried about
replacing H.L. Linker, who was
the current high school principal
and wondering how that was going
to work.

"I told Mr. Mitchell that I will
never take somebody's job and
have him fired simply to please
me," said Gilstrap.

Mr. Mitchell set it up for Gilstrap
to take the elementary and middle
school principal position and also

Advertise here

Make offer

(Six month minimum)

news@howeenterprise.com

tax assessor in order for it to be an
increase in pay from what he was
already receiving in Lubbock.

"A lot of people thought that Mr.
Mitchell and I knew each other, but
I never knew him until I got here,"
said Gilstrap.

When Mitchell left Howe and
Arthur Boyle was hired as
superintendent, Boyle named
Gilstrap the high school principal
when it opened up, knowing that it
was in Gilstrap's contract to be
offered the position.

Gilstrap, as a principal, was a bit
intimidating, although he only
stood 5' 9". He looked of a man that
was either a wrestler or football
player. However, he was as caring
and protective of his students as
anyone could ask.

"There were a couple of boys that I
kept out of serious trouble. And it
was one of those where not a big
deal was made of it. I told someone
that it's not me that's keeping these
boys out of serious trouble, it's that
old principal that I had in Colorado
City, Texas.,” said Gilstrap.

He molded himself after his high
school principal. In fact, Gilstrap
was very lucky to even have a high
school principal and an education
altogether.

Gilstrap grew up picking cotton in
the 1940's and was not able to go to
school until all of the cotton was
picked, which was usually around
November. His mother had a sixth-
grade education and his dad
received no education at all, but he
was a hard oil field worker.

When Gilstrap went to school at
Colorado City, his principal set him
up, knowing he wouldn't be there
long. He took him to an English
teacher who demanded excellence
from him. She was upset at his
showing up in November.

"She said, 'young man, every
student in my class is up to date.
When Christmas starts, you will
have said 100 lines of poetry and
you will give me nine book reports.
It will be done.' I said, ‘yes

Donal Gilstrap on one of his walks back in 2014.

ma'am.,’" remarked Gilstrap with a
smile.

Gilstrap turned in three book reports
in the first three days and completed
all of her assignments by her
deadline. She soon realized that he
was an avid reader and had done
literally two things in his life to that
point - work and read.

That English teacher not only
challenged him to push himself, but
she also taught him how teachers
would react to stressful situations
like that which would help him
down the road in his administration
position.

It was also in high school that a
coach told him that he needed to try
out for football. Even though
Gilstrap grew up in the hot-bed of
high school football in West Texas
near Midland and Big Spring, he
had never played or even seen a
football game due his constant
working and reading.

With his mother insisting on him
staying in school at Colorado City,
his dad found a job nearby so that
could take place. He did as his
coach had asked and tried out for
the football team in 1949, his
sophomore year.

"On my first day, there wasn't
anyone who could show me how to
put the football uniform on. If you

think about it, it's difficult. It took
me 15 minutes to get the knee pads
to stay in. I couldn't figure out how
to get the thing buckled. I just went
out there without some pads," said
Gilstrap.

After having to explain to Gilstrap
what the word "tackle" meant, the
coach had him on the kickoff team
and wanted him to tackle the ball
carrier on the kick return.

"I grabbed him, picked him up and
threw him on the ground. The other
kids were clapping and carrying on
and what I didn't know was that this
kid was the typical bully," said
Gilstrap. "The next time, I did the
same thing. I picked him up and
threw him down. The third time, he
wouldn't pick up the ball."

Not knowing any football
terminology, Gilstrap was a real-
life Herman Munster on the field
with little understanding, but
amazing strength. He became the
starting middle linebacker in the
first game that he'd ever seen. His
skills in football earned him an
athletic scholarship to Hardin-
Simmons University to play
football.

After college, he went to The U.S.
Army for four years, spending time
in Korea, he made money for the
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Gilstrap Continued from page 15

Donal Gilstrap in his early days at Howe ISD.
Bob Walker/Howe Enterprise

first time of his life. Being an
officer, he got paid more than the
rest. After his duty to his country,
he found himself working in Fort
Sill, Oklahoma where he joined a
church and on one particular
church event, the young people
walked up Mount Scott near
Lawton, Oklahoma.

"About halfway up the hill, I
looked up and there was a girl
standing there and I never saw such
pretty red hair. It was the reddest
hair, you can't believe how red it
was. But she was with an enlisted
man," Gilstrap recalled. "I got her
name - Barbara, but that was it."

After calling a friend and
confirming that "Barbara" was a
college graduate and the church
secretary. One evening after the
church service was over, the group
of younger people went for some
coffee. Gilstrap told Barbara that
he had a G.I. inspection the next
morning and that he couldn't go.
That's when she put her hand on his
shoulder and said, ‘Aw, you've got
time for a cup of coffee.'

"That was it. We got married really
quickly. I could've been married a
week or two later, but we waited a
little while. It was one of those
things where I just knew," said

Gilstrap. "I knew from the time she
told me that I had time for a cup of
coffee that I was going to marry
her."

They were married August 8, 1959,
and spent 54 years never having an
argument.

"She was the most brilliant person
that I have ever encountered. She
knew every spelling and definition
of every word. I could never stump
her. I used to try all of the time,"
Gilstrap said.

He also recalled that she was so
popular when they were dating. He
had all of the little old ladies in the
church telling him to be nice to her.

"Barbara had 50 grandmothers in the
same church," he said. "She was the
pastor's secretary so he would also
look at me and make sure I was
good for her."

The pastor told them that he never
knew a couple that didn't need a
conversation before marriage
because he knew they were meant
for each other.

They lived the dream marriage and
had two children: Catherine and
Patrick, who both graduated from
Howe High School.

As a student, Barbara was the
secretary to the Oklahoma Baptist
University president and continued
in that position after graduation.
She later worked in the president's
office at Texas Tech University,
and she retired in 1996 from the
president's office at Grayson
County College.

As mentioned, Donal Gilstrap
retired from Howe ISD after the
1992-93 school year. After
retirement, he went back to his first
childhood job. He worked in the
fields. This time he used a tractor
when he worked for Norman
Farms.

"I loved it so much. I had hardly
any responsibilities. I didn't have to
have a philosophy and everything.
I was with very intelligent people,
but we didn't have to be intelligent.
We just worked. It was so much
fun," said Gilstrap.

But one day, while working on the
farms, he realized that something
wasn't quite right with Barbara.
She had been driving to Oklahoma
regularly to see her elderly mother,
who had started to treat her poorly
as if she were a little girl.
However, if her husband were
around, her mother would treat
Barbara like an adult.

Gilstrap soon resigned from
working for Jack Norman in order
to make changes to the routine.
Barbara was working non-stop to
prepare weekend meals for her
visits with her mother and soon
because exhausted. She then
started to get lost on her way to the
Oklahoma destination that she had
traveled so many times.

Gilstrap started trying to take some
of the stress off of her by doing
some of the cooking.

"When we'd come home on
Sunday evenings, that would be the
only time that she would relax,"
Gilstrap said.

Gilstrap became worried about her
forgetting what the doctors were
telling her, so he requested they
have their exams together. The
doctor would ask her to spell
things backward and then spell
very tough words. Little did the
doctor realize that this was her
specialty. He cleared her and said

that she was as sharp as a tack.
However, Gilstrap knew that this
wasn't the case.

A few years later, she was in fact
diagnosed with Alzheimer's
disease. In the early stages,
Gilstrap made sure she had a cell
phone everywhere she went so she
could call if she would get lost.
Those early stages, they often
laughed about it, but the worse her
condition escalated, it became
nothing to laugh about. Always
trying to please her, he would take
her out to lunch or dinner anytime.
However, she couldn't think of
what she wanted. One particular
afternoon they started in Howe and
drove to Sherman and she refused
each location they drove by. He
drove to Denison to her favorite
places to no avail. He continued to
Durant and was told no, in which
he drove her to Ada and told no.
She finally decided on a place once
they drove all the way to her
hometown of Madill, Oklahoma.
Another afternoon in the grocery
store, Gilstrap found her talking to
a young family and when asked,
she said told the family that she
didn't have any kids and had never
been married. She often would not
remember being married and
would take herself to a place in her
life before marriage. She would
often speak as if she were in
college and with old college
friends.

"All of the time I spent in college,
11 years in Lubbock, East Texas
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Gilstrap Continued from page 16

State, all of the counseling courses
I took, I had to use all of it with
Barbara," said Gilstrap. "I told
myself that I would never let it
bother me. I don't care what it is. I
can do anything under any
circumstance."

Her suffering became his
suffering. He would even listen to
her say that she didn't want to be
married or want the responsibility
of being married.

"She would say, ‘Don, I love you
and I'm so happy with us, but
you're a good woman,’" (he
laughed).

With that, he knew she wasn't
knowing what she was saying and
he learned to take everything in
stride as her condition grew worse
and worse.

"I never allowed her to go to bed
without being happy and I never
left this living room without her
giggling. To leave her there (Pecan
Point Assisted Living) was the
hardest thing to do.

Barbara passed away on a
Saturday in November of 2012. It
would have been about the same
time of the year that Don Gilstrap
would've finally been done picking
cotton in West Texas and heading
to school.

The man who walks in overalls,
walking stick and long white beard
resembles a picture of a shepherd
from biblical days. He has seen a
lot. He was the non-typical kid that
had a great work ethic that was
taught to him by his father. He also
had a love of reading. All he
needed was a chance.

Because of a hard-nosed English
teacher that pushed him, a
principal that cared enough about
him to give him a chance, and a
coach that bought him socks and
shoes and taught him how to play
football, Donal Gilstrap was able
to use his work ethic to get through
college, the Armed Forces, a long-
standing career as an administrator
and stick with the love of his life
as she chartered in territory
unfamiliar.

Gilstrap was brought here by six
school board members who drove
to Lubbock to make sure he came
to Howe to help our kids grow in
to being people that just might out-
work the next guy.

His ability to endure without
wavering can still be seen in the
hot June sun every day on a trip
from his home on Denny Street
down to Duke, back of Hughes to
Young, back to Denny to his
house. Gilstrap has had a walk to
remember.

Barbara and Donal Gilstrap

Donal Gilstrap's acceptance speech for the Howe Hall of HonorDonal Gilstrap and family in 2017
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