
Sales tax 15 percent ahead of
2016; totals $23,827 for month

In honor of James Chisum,
as he approaches his
induction into the Howe
Hall of Honor on May 5,
2017, we will include some
of his ads in the Howe
Enterprise from years gone
by. This particular ad
below is from the very first
edition of the Howe
Enterprise back on June 27,
1963. Mr. Chisum was
once known as a one-man
chamber of commerce
before there was such an
organization due to his
willingness to steer citizens
to whatever their needs be,
whether it could be found in
his store or not.

The Howe Hall of Honor
banquet will be held at the
EDC/Chamber office on
May 5, 2017 at 6:30 pm.
Also announced that night
will be the Business of the
Year, Norma J. Wallace
Citizen of the Year, New
Business of the Year, and
Volunteer Organization of
the Year. Throughout this
edition, you can find the
nominees for such honors.
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Community celebrates Easter

http://howeenterprise.com/

It was a weekend to
celebrate the resurrection
for the community of
Howe as the Methodists
and the Baptists both held
events inviting the any and
everyone. For the third
consecutive Easter, First
Baptist Church of Howe
held one large
congregation service at
Howe High School on
Sunday which nearly filled
up the home side of the
gymnasium.

On Saturday, the First
United Methodist Church
held their annual
Community Easter Egg
Hunt which saw a great
turnout of kids in each age
group from 0-12. As usual,

hot dogs, chips and cookies
accompanied the egg hunt.
The baptist offered an early
9 am feast of donuts and
coffee.

Roger Tidwell, pastor at
FBC Howe for the past 25
years preached on the thirst
of Jesus as He hung on the
cross in the final moments of
His life. The message
translated that even though
He created water, He asked
for human help for the word
needs human help to moist
the lips of the gospel.

"Every person you encounter
is thirsty." said Tidwell.
"But they think their thirst is
for a lie (material things)
when it really is for Jesus."

Howe's sales tax receipts
were ahead of last year's
April pace, but a bit behind
the total from March.
However, the numbers are
still pacing 15 percent
ahead of the 2016 totals.
Year-to-date earnings equal
$109,918.67. At this time
in 2016, the city had
collected $95,131.83.

Melissa $159,348.28
Anna $160,749.34
Van Alstyne $83,487.94
Howe $23,827.56

Sherman $1,364,344.24
Denison $472,540.39
Celina $131,771.31
Gunter $14,921.47
Dorchester $356.29
Southmayd $37,791.27
Pottsboro $42,834.71
Whitewright $22,146.49
Tom Bean $6,959.55
Leonard $26,736.43
Bonham $137,010.58
Ector $1,999.80
Savoy $2,847.12
Bells $11,645.45
Whitesboro $77,300.34
Oak Ridge $6,937.63
Gainesville $517,842.83

Four chambers partner to
form "Interurban Alley"

Continued on page 3

Singing praise at Howe High School on Sunday when
FBC Howe hosted a community Easter service. This is
the third consecutive year for the community service.

The Howe Area Chamber of
Commerce took the lead on
a project that would
combine the efforts of the
small towns between
McKinney and Sherman on
US Highway 75. The

chambers of commerce of
Melissa, Anna, Van Alstyne
and Howe have been
combining for multi-
chamber luncheons
quarterly and have dubbed

Committee listening to ideas
about school expansions

For the second time, a
group listened and
discussed ideas for
expansion of the Howe ISD
facilities. With
approximately 125 new
homes built since this time
a year ago, the expectations
and studies shown from
demographers indicate that
the elementary school will
hit capacity as early as next
year.

Various ideas have been
discussed including more
portable buildings at the
present campus in the
Roberts Street and Beatrice
Street area. Other options
include building a new
school on the 24 acres that
the ISD owns at the corner

of Smith Road and
Matthews Road. There are
also options that include
reconfiguring the design of
the present campus which
would work in various
stages. That campus was
opened 50 years ago and is
in good shape considering
its age. Renovating the
1938-year-old former
school on Denny Street is
not a good option due to the
$17 plus million estimated
price tag to renovate the
building and bring it up to
meet ADA standards.

If the school were to seek a
bond, it would not be in the
$300 million range Sherman
ISD is seeking, but would
be a projected $16 million.

On Saturday, the Howe High School lawn was covered
with Easter eggs as First United Methodist Church

held their annual community egg hunt.
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Boys finish third, girls fourth in
District Track Meet

Howe's varsity boys finished third with 96 points in the district track
meet held at Farmersville last Friday and Saturday while the girls placed

fourth overall with 90 points.

Here's how Howe placed:

Seniors Brandon Wall (left) and Tanner Hartsfield exchange the
baton in the mile relay. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise

Continued on page 3
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Track Continued from page 2

Interurban Alley
their partnership "Interuban Alley"
due to the historic Interurban
railway that passed through each
town from the early 1900s to 1948.
The parent company of the Howe
Enterprise, Grayson Publishing,
LLC, provided the website to the
organization at no cost to the
chambers. The wesbsite located at
interurbanalley.com has events from
all four chambers listed on the
calendar page.

"I think it's so important for our four
cities to work together and have
good relations." said Monte Walker,
who designed the concept. "We all
have high school football rivalries,
but those are fun for fans and kids,
but those have to stay in high
school. It's very important that we
have great professional relationships
between communities and I think
this goes a long way to demonstrate
that.

The next Interurban Alley luncheon
will take place on May 23, 2017 at
Hurricane Creek Country Club.

The former Interurban line ran
through Howe from 1908-1939
along present day Texas State
Highway 5. In 1940, it was moved
one half block east in the alleyway.

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 6
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Whitewright fails Reaganomics

Reaganomics was made popular in
the 1980s when President Ronald
Reagan put forth his trickle down
tax program. Peyton Reagan,
Howe's pitcher, put together his
trickle-down plan that was much
more effective and allowed him to
pitch a complete game at home on
Tuesday night against Whitewright
in a 6-3 Howe (15-7) win.

Reagan gave up three early
unearned runs in the first inning,
but Howe cut the lead with a run of
their own in bottom of the first
when Matt Griffin singled home
Brennan Ross. Howe tied the
game in the second thanks to a
dropped-third-strike score by
Tanner Hartsfield and a fielder's
choice groundout by Ross that
scored Grisham.

Reagan settled in and three six
shutout innings to finish the game.
Meanwhile, Howe took the lead in
the fourth on a Ross single that
scored Grisham. David Dillard
drove home Jaden Matthews.
Reagan was hit by a pitch with the
bases loaded that drove in Brice
Krantz, who was the sixth and final
run of the night.

Ross led Howe with two hits and
two RBI. All eight of Howe's hits
came on singles. Reagan went
seven innings, surrendering three
runs, seven hits, striking out seven,
and walking zero.

On Friday, Howe lost to
Farmersville for the second time in
district play. The Dogs only
managed four hits all night long
and Hartsfield scored the only run.
The run came when Hartsfield
grounded into a fielders choice,
advanced to second on a Grisham
hit and scored on a Mattews
single.

Sophomore Mason Riggs went the
distance for Howe and pitched
well, only allowing three earned
runs on eight hits. Riggs only
walked one batter while fanning
five. However, Chase Hacker for
Farmersville was even more
impressive, going seven innings
allowing only one run on four hits,
walking one and striking out
seven.

Howe will close out district play
this week with home matchups
with Van Alstyne on Tuesday and
Leonard on Friday.

Howe pitcher Peyton Reagan pitched a complete game versus
Whitewright on Tuesday night. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise
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Lady Bulldogs beat Whitewright,
shutout Farmersville

Emily Sanders had a double and a triple in Tuesday's win over
Whitewright. Michelle Carney/Howe Enterprise

Job Title CIVIL FOREMAN
workintexas.com Posting ID
7188063
Location Denison
Posting Close Date 05/10/2017
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2p0WDOk

Description A local company
is looking for a CIVIL
FOREMAN who will act as a
team leader, supervising crews
of workers to ensure that
projects proceed smoothly as
well as complies with site rules
and regulations while
monitoring their work quality.
Will also read blueprints and
construction plans, maintains
equipment and manages
paperwork.

This position requires a High
School Diploma or Equivalent,
and a minimum of 1 year of
related experience.

Job Title MACHINE
OPERATOR
workintexas.com Posting ID
5220237
Location Sherman
Posting Close Date 05/12/2017
Posting Link
http://bit.ly/2ovTNPN

Description A local company
is looking for a MACHINE
OPERATOR who will set up
and operate machines. As well
observe machine operation to
detect work piece defects or
machine malfunctions, adjusting
machines as necessary.

This position prefers a minimum
of 6 months of related
experience, willing to train.

Texoma Hot Jobs

The Lady Bulldogs (12-4) jumped
out to an early 2-0 lead on Tuesday
against Whitewright thanks to a
leadoff triple by Erin Blackburn
and aggressive base running by
Peyton Streetman. Whitewright
tied the game in the top of the third
on a double, but Howe would
extend their lead in the bottom of
the fourth to 6-2 when Emily
Sanders plated Kayla Anderson and
Dani Ross with a two-bagger.
Blackburn later drove home
Sanders on a double.

Whitewright fought back with two
more in the fifth, but the Lady
Bulldogs answered right back in the
bottom of the frame with two more
runs. Hargrove scored on a
groundout by Anderson and Payton
Griffin's sacrifice fly scored Torrey
Stubblefield.

Howe would add another run in the
bottom of the sixth inning when
Sanders hit a triple and was driven
home by Blackburn's third hit of the
game.

Madisyn Hargrove earned the win
for Lady Bulldogs as she pitched
seven innings, surrendering four
runs, nine hits, and striking out
nine.

Blackburn's two RBI led Howe
while Sanders and Stubblefield's
two runs were the most in the

lineup. Blackburn racked up six
total bases while Sanders was right
behind her with five.

On Friday, Stubblefield threw a
shutout against Farmersville in a 5-
0 win on the road. She pitched all
seven innings, throwing a 2-hitter
while walking two and striking out
five. Anderson and Blackburn
were the stars at the plate, each
collecting three hits.

Emily Sanders homered again as
she continues here red hot streak at
the plate. She went 2-for-3 at the
plate with an RBI and two runs
scored. She broke the 0-0 tie with a
solo shot in the top of the third
inning to give Howe the 1-0 lead.
Moments later, Payton Griffin
drove in a pair of Anderson sisters
as the younger Cassidy was a
courtesy runner for Stubblefield
who had walked.

An inning later, Hargrove drove in
Streetman on a single to left to up
the lead to 4-0. Howe's final run
came in the top of the seventh
inning older Anderson, Kayla,
drove in Sanders on a single to
center. Howe's 5-0 lead would hold
up thanks to the dominance of
Stubblefield.

The girls will finish up the regular
season on Tuesday night at home
versus rival Van Alstyne.
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Howe History Minute: Grain and Telephones
From "90s...Then and Now; A Historical Cookbook", 1991

With the growth of Howe and settlers in to
farm the black waxy soil, there was a need for
grain storage and shipping facilities to be
located along the railroad tracks. This led to
the forming of the Farmers’ Alliance
Cooperative Association. By the late 1880s,
Howe had become the largest grain shipping
center in Texas and even gained nationwide
prominence by its heavy shipments of red
rustproof oats. Hogs and cattle were also
shipped from Howe. In 1894, the Farmers
Alliance was assumed by the Howe Grain &
Mercantile Corporation.

In the early days, freight was also shipped into
Howe and delivered to the stores by wagon
and teams of horses and mules. The mail also
came into town and went out by train. There
were also some passenger cars on these trains.
The depot was gathering place for the men and
boys of town if the land was too wet to work.
They would gather at the depot and play
washers, marbles, etc. The train depot was an
important part of the City of Howe until after
World War II when the automobile became the
way to travel and trucks were used to transport
goods. The train depot was moved in the early
1950s. Slowly over the year, fewer and fewer
trains came through Howe. Now there are
about two a day, and they don’t stop here.

By 1889, the government had changed the
name of Summit to Howe and William J.
Tighe was named postmaster of Howe. The
first known killing of a peace officer was in
1889 when Sheriff R.L. (Bob) May was shot
while checking on a disturbing the peace case.

In about 1890, the saloon on S. Hughes was
replaced with a blacksmith shop, built by Ed
Hannah. It was torn down in 1967 and
replaced with a metal building which housed
Dwain’s Paint & Body Shop and later Lynn
Hooten. In the late 1880s and early 1890s,
J.D. McKinney had a livery stable and J.D.
Padgett had a restaurant. Also there was the
Holt and Barton Restaurant and Meat Market.

In 1890, Howe was still growing at a steady

pace and got its own telephone system. The
Farmington and Howe Telephone Company
was established on March 15, 1900 with lines
between the two points. W.H. Johnson was
president and Will Ferguson and secretary of
the new enterprise, which was a great
convenience for the two towns.

In the 1920s another telephone company came
to Howe, owned by the Texas Telephone
Company. The first operator was Lillian Jay
Turley, an aunt of Overton Jay. Mrs. Turley
was with the company until 1935. As a young
girl, Vineta Jay went to the switchboard with
her girlfriend who often relieved Mrs. Turley.
One day she met Overton three and the couple
were later married.

Hazel Rutherford took over as operator until
1943. The office was located over the bank at
the southeast corner of Denny and Haning
Streets (now a vacant lot). She had to give up
working as the operator because her husband
was disturbed at night by the ringing of the
switchboard. He needed his sleep for he was a
farmer. By the time Mrs. Custer (Gladys)
Davis took over as operator of the office, it had
moved to the old Presbyterian parsonage. After
the switchboard was moved, the family of the
operator lived in the house, too.

Mrs. Davis and daughters served as operators
until 1956. Then Mrs. Bob (Georgella) Bonner
became the operator and served the Texas
Telephone Company until it was bought by
GTE in 1957. After GTE took over, dial
phones were installed and there was no need for
a local operator. Mrs. Bonner said the room
where the switchboard was located was small
and there were also a pay phone, a desk,
switchboard (in the middle with a lot of wires
behind it attached to the wall) and their bed.
The phones went dial on Dec. 31, 1957. During
the days of the operator conducted switchboard,
the operator was on duty 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. The phones were crank type and
each family had their own ring. The ring was
heard in other homes and anyone who wished
could listen in.

Keep Howe Beautiful's Yard of the Month
212 W. Tutt
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Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of Howe
Tuesday
8:15-1:00 pm - Wee Care Learning Center
9:30 am - Women's Bible Study
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday
8:15-1:00 pm - Wee Care Learning Center
9:00 am - Wednesday Workers
6:00 pm - Wednesday Night Family Night
6:30 pm - K4J Children's Program
6:30 pm - Jr.High and Sr. High Youth
Thursday
8:15-1:00 pm - Wee Care Learning Center
Saturday
9:00 am - Feed My Sheep (1st and 3rd Sat
each month)
Sunday
8:40 am - Fellowship and Donuts
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship service
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts

First Baptist Church Howe
Tuesday
7:00 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Kids Ministry
6:45 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:30 pm - Choir
Sunday
8:30 am - Traditional Worship service
9:45 am - Bible Fellowship
11:00 am - Modern Worship service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday
6:00 pm - Meal (Donations for adults and
kids eat free)
6:30 pm - Praise service
7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - RA's/GA's/children's group
Sunday
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Howe Church of Christ
Tuesday
10:00 am - Terrific Tuesday Bible Class
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Friday
7:00 pm - Friday Bible Study Group
Sunday
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
5:00 pm - Worship Service

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
7:00 pm - Sanctuary of for prayer
Sunday
9:30 am - Sunday School (kids, youth,
women, men)
10:30 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Kids Church

A Christian Fellowship, Luella
Wednesday
6:30 pm – Potluck Meal
7:00 pm – Worship Service
7:00 pm – Jr & Sr High Youth
Sunday
9:30 am – Sunday School (all ages)
10:30 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – KidZone Children’s Service
(5yr – 12 yr)

Community Bible Fellowship
Monday
7:00 pm - Luella home group Bible Study
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Food and Fellowship
7:00 pm - Childrens's Ministry
7:00 pm - Youth and Adult Bible Study
Sunday
10:30 am - Worship Service
7:00 pm - Howe home group Bible Study

Times are subject to change.
Please check with each church

for any possible changes

http://howeenterprise.com/events/

"With a united effort we can make the place in which we live clean,
wholesome, attractive. We can make the crowded city dweller homesick to
come back to us and real living. We can bring new life, new business, new

beauty, to the little towns." - Mame Roberts

75459 zip code real estate
market sees sales decline

The 75459 zip code market
broke below its 12-month
average sales volume this week
as sales slid 33.3 percent to hit
10 homes sold over the last 30
days. Within the same time
frame, the 75409 zip code had
46 sales, the most of all zip
codes in the area. A months of
inventory number of six
reported this week continued a
four-week downward trend.

The 75459 zip code has an older
population than other areas in
Texas with a median age of 37
years. It is also affluent with a
median income of $51,769 per
household. The 75459 zip code
market is almost exclusively
made up of detached homes,
currently accounting for 100
percent overall. The top schools

in the zip code are Howe Middle
School and Howe High School.

Home values in the 75459 zip
code are generally in line with
others in the state with a median
home value of $106,300 and an
average list price of $242,937.

A four-bedroom detached home
valued around $232,400 is
considered a typical dwelling in
the 75459 zip code. If a buyer
was looking for a similar home,
they would need good credit and
a $46,480 cash down payment
to get a mortgage with a 3.95
percent interest rate. The
monthly payments would be
$1,119 and the property tax rate
is $12.56 per $1,000 of taxable
assessed value.
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www.evercleanhbsolutions.com

is our hope for heaven and it is
now our responsibility to keep our
spiritual eyes focused on our
mission. Beyond the new clothes
and the Easter festivities, may we
spend some time focusing on the
one that loves us and came to save
us from our ourselves.

Dr. Holland lives in Central
Kentucky with his wife Cheryl,
where he is a Christian author and
community outreach chaplain.
Request a free copy of his new CD
at: billyhollandministries.com

emotionally influenced. Actually, I
believe if we are not careful, we
can become hardened by the
harshness of life and lose our
spiritual sensitivity.

I think about His life and the
reason why He came to earth
which is explained so clearly in the
sixteenth verse of the third chapter
of John. I think about how He was
betrayed by those He trusted and
was denied by His closest friends.
The religious community rejected
His message and the legal system
along with the demands from the
general population,
overwhelmingly agreed to publicly
execute Him without a reason
other than they hated Him. Sadly,
things have not really changed that
much.

We notice that He was constantly
approached by those in desperate
need and it was His character to be
concerned and compassionate. The
world has always been filled with
human suffering and He is always
ready to respond in love and
mercy. Being emotional and even
knowledgeable about the Bible is
fine but that does not necessarily
mean that someone is following
Christ. It is what they do with what
they have learned that transforms
emotions into spiritual obedience.
When we see someone who needs
help or even an encouraging word,
what good does it do to just look at
them with pity. Christ was always
ministering to those who would
reach out to Him by faith and two
thousand years later He is still
pouring out His grace and
forgiveness to anyone that will call
upon His name.

As His followers, we have been
called to focus our attention to
becoming more like Him in spite
of a troubled world that justifies
walking over the wounded and
being self-centered. His command
to take up our cross includes
letting go of our natural way of
selfish thinking and to willingly
embrace the empathy of heaven. It
seems the more I learn about His
life, the more I can sense what was
being felt by those who knew Him.
As we meditate on His message,
we are given a deeper
understanding of who He is, and
what He wants to do through us.
The reverential fear and awareness
of who Jesus is and why He came

This is the time of year when
Christians remember the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It
is a season when His followers are
focused on how He suffered and
died on the cross and after 3 days
He arose from the grave. To be
honest, holy week is not really a
jolly time of celebration but rather
calls for serious meditation and
being grateful for the gift of
salvation. It is bittersweet because
it’s never pleasant to imagine a
person being brutally tortured
(especially when they are innocent),
but the fact that Jesus miraculously
came back to life, is a
demonstration of His infinite power
and authority and why we are so
filled with humility and
encouragement. Jesus Christ did not
just talk about love, He
demonstrated His passion by
suffering and surrendering His life
so that we could live.

I admit I am an emotional person. I
remember going to see the Passion
movie a few years ago and I was
disturbed to say the least. It is not
uncommon for me to cry when I
witness something that moves my
soul and this was no exception.
Recently, I was watching a story
about the “Make-a-wish
foundation” and how they provide a
way for very sick children to
experience a happy but most likely
a last request and it seems I cried
through the entire program. As the
scenes of what Christ went through
was presented before me, I kept
thinking how could someone watch
something like this and not be
deeply stirred? I am not ashamed to
wear my feelings on my sleeve, as I
have no desire to hide behind a
mask to pretend I am strong and not

The passion of Christ is our eternal hope

Dr. Billy Holland



and traditions with them. Most 18th
century Americans, however, were
of more austere religious
denominations, such as Presbyterian,
Quaker, and Puritan. They
considered the rabbit a frivolous
symbol. It was not until after the
Civil War, with its legacy of death
and destruction, that Americans
began a widespread observance of
Easter, led primarily by the
Presbyterians. The story of the
resurrection was regarded as a
source of inspiration and renewed
hope for the milions of bereaved
Americans who had lost loved ones
in the war. The Easter bunny and the
Easter egg (a symbol of birth and
resurrection) became an integral part
of the Easter celebration,

Collecting cottontails, bunnies, and
rabbits, especially candy containers,
can be “hare-raising” (money will be
hopping from your wallet). I hope
your collection continues to
multiply. Mine and Gloria’s sure
have.

Howe Mercantile has a lot of Easter
collectibles on display. Hop on in
and use vintage baskets and items in
your decorating this spring and Eater
season.

Just a personal note: Howe
Mercantile opened for business two
years ago on April 20. It has been a
joyous experience for me. I have
made so many friends in this lovely
small community and feel right at
home. Thank you for shopping with
us and helping us sustain this small-
town business. SHOP LOCAL is so
important to the merchants and
restaurants in downtown Howe.

Dr. Georgia Caraway, former
director of the Denton County
Museums for 14 years, and her
friends opened the Howe Mercantile
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Learn about antiques and collectibles with Dr. Georgia Caraway

Q. I collect bunny-related items.
What is the origin of the Easter
bunny?

A. I collect some bunny items
too! But the real collector of
rabbit-related items in my family is
my sister, Gloria. She has books,
statues, candy containers,
postcards, drawings, planters, and
dozens of other examples (many
provided by her two sisters).

The origin of the Easter bunny
begins with the goddess Eastre.
She was worshipped by the Anglo-
Saxons through her earthly symbol,
the hare. The custom of the Easter
hare came to America wih the
Germans who immigrated to
Pennsylvania in the 18th and 19th
centuries. They gradually spread
to New York, Tennessee, Virginia,
North and South Carolina, Texas,
and Canada, taking their customs

Dr. Georgia Caraway

at 107 East Haning. Store hours
are Thursday through Saturday
noon until 8 p.m. She has written
five Denton history books. She
hopes her next book will be the
history of Howe. If anyone has

photos that she can copy, please
bring them to Howe Mercantile.

Downtown Howe has two gift and
antique shops—Howe Mercantile
and Stark Farms Gifts. SHOP
LOCAL. We can show you Howe!

Track Continued from page 6



howeenterprise.com Monday, April 17, 2017 Page #11

Texas History Minute

David G. Burnet became the
President of the Republic of Texas
on March 17, 1836, days after the
new nation’s birth. His position
was only an interim position, but
the 47-year-old New Jersey native
was overwhelmed with reports of
military defeats and retreats. The
newborn republic may not have
survived.

Fearful of the approach of the
Mexican army in its attempt to
subdue Texas, Burnet decided to
evacuate the government from
Washington-on-the-Brazos to
Harrisburg (present-day Houston).
Hearing of this, civilians panicked,
and soon, all of Texas suddenly
seemed to be on the move. As the
overwhelmed Texas army retreated
to the east, a long column of
refugees accompanied them,
desperate to seek safety, even as far
as the United States.

Burnet attempted to enlist the
support of the United States but
was unsuccessful. He wrote an
executive order declaring martial
law and ordering all able-bodied
men to enlist, but it was Gen. Sam
Houston, the overall commander of
Texas forces, who had the attention
of Texans. Houston criticized
Burnet’s decision to leave
Washington as untimely and
cowardly, making the bad situation
steadily worse. After reaching
Harrisburg, Burnet moved the
government again to Galveston and
was prepared to leave Texas
altogether. Burnet, in turn,
criticized Houston for failing to
fight the army of Gen. Antonio
Lopez de Santa Anna. Houston,
aware of his limited resources and
manpower, was waiting for the
right moment to strike.

Houston and his forces won the
day at San Jacinto on April 21,
scattering Mexican forces and
capturing a fleeing Santa Anna
several days later. Burnet, so far
removed from Houston, had lost
contact with the army for several
days and did not learn of the
victory until well after it had
occurred. As Texas troops nursed
their wounds and basked in their
victory, Burnet arrived on the
scene, only to criticize Houston’s
actions.

Dr. Bridges is a Texas native,
writer, and history professor. He
can be reached at
drkenbridges@gmail.com.

Dr. Ken Bridges

By October 22, Burnet’s term as
interim president ended. Seven
months had allowed Texas to
stabilize, but his efforts to raise
funds for Texas only had limited
success. Sam Houston followed as
the first elected president of Texas.

In 1838, Burnet returned to
politics as vice-president, elected
on a separate ticket from the new
president, Mirabeau B. Lamar.
Burnet and Houston continued to
clash with each other repeatedly
through the years. By any
measure, Houston had been far
more successful politically and far
more popular, but this never
stopped the two from their many
squabbles. Their arguments, along
with Houston’s rivalry with
Lamar, became staple features of
Texas politics during those years.
In spite of these rivalries, Houston
towered over both men. Several
times, an incensed Burnet
challenged Houston to a duel over
his insults. Houston always
laughed off or ignored Burnet’s
challenges.

Burnet supported Lamar’s
antagonistic approach to Mexico,
hoping to redirect the valuable
trade of Mexico’s northern
provinces to Texas in the process.
The result was one military
disaster after another that left
Mexico threatening another
invasion of Texas and an empty
treasury. In 1840, while Lamar
was forced to receive medical
treatments in New Orleans, Burnet
served as acting president. He
tried to convince the Texas
Congress to launch a raid into
Mexico, fearing Texas was about
to be attacked. Houston and his
allies blocked the reckless move.

In 1841, Burnet ran for president
against Houston. He and his allies
launched a series of bitter attacks
on Houston as an alcoholic.
Houston appealed to practical
interests, such as stabilizing the
finances of Texas through less
military spending, easing tensions
with Mexico, and encouraging
more trade with foreign nations
instead of more fighting. He told
his supporters, “Our motto ought
to be fewer officers and more
corn-fields.” In spite of the
spirited support that Burnet
received, he and his supporters
could not put a dent in Houston’s
popularity or reputation. Burnet
was soundly defeated in the
election, receiving a scant 26% of
the vote.

After 1841, Burnet never ran for
election again. However, he did
not stay out of public service.
After statehood was achieved in
1845, the state’s first governor,
James Pinckney Henderson,
appointed Burnet in May 1846 as
the state’s secretary of state. He
would serve ably until January
1848.

In 1866, Burnet was appointed by
the state legislature to serve in the
U. S. Senate, but the Senate
refused to seat him because of his
support of the Confederacy during
the Civil War. Burnet’s health
continued to decline. His

increasingly erratic behavior has
led some historians to suggest that
he may have been suffering
dementia.

Burnet died at his home in
Galveston in 1870 at the age of 82.
In 1852, the state named Burnet
County in his honor and questions

over its proper pronunciation
inspired the long-running local joke
“Burn-et, durn it!” A statue to
Burnet was erected in the Northeast
Texas community of Clarksville in
1936 as part of the state’s
centennial celebrations. Regardless
of how his performance may be
judged, Burnet was an important
figure in a defining era for Texas.
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