
Prior to Thursday, the biggest
thing to happen to the Howe
baseball team was in 1992 when
the Bulldogs held the #1 ranking
in class 2A in Texas for most of
the season and went 27-2 before
entering the playoffs. I was
fortunate enough to be on that
team and one of my teammates
was right-fielder James Fulenchek,
the father of newly drafted Atlanta
Brave Garrett Fulenchek.

We called his dad "Catfish"
because he successfully grew a
mustache that consisted of four
long hairs just above the corners
of his mouth. But one thing that
everyone knew that "Catfish" had,
was a powerful left-handed arm.

He didn't always have the left-
handed launching pad. He was
what one would call a late-
bloomer. Somewhere late in the
season of 1991, he heaved a
missile from deep right field that
was waist high to the third
baseman. At that moment, all
realized that Fulenchek had a
cannon.

What "Catfish's" son Garrett
Fulenchek has compared to his
father is enormous size to go
along with his cannon of an arm.
What scouts like is a big strong
kid who can carry the load. They
often overlook kids that are under
6 foot 2.

Before Thursday, I would always
claim that the leader of that 1992
team, Chris Garner, was the best
player to ever come out of Howe.
There may still be an argument,
but the results are in and the
Atlanta Braves say that Garrett
Fulenchek is the best player to
ever come out of Howe.

I'm so happy for my former
teammate and friend "Catfish" and
his son Garrett.
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Major weekend; Fulenchek drafted 66th overall by
Atlanta Braves
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Atlanta Braves manager
Fredi González has never
had a kid that grew up
chanting that he was
rough, tough, can't get
enough. But that's the
exact attitude that Howe's
favorite son, Garrett
Fulenchek, used to work
himself in to the position
to be the 66th overall draft
pick in the 2014 Major
League Baseball First-
Year Player Draft.

Fulenchek, a native of

of Howe, awaited
anxiously Thursday
evening on a call. He and
his pitching mentor Craig
Rose were on their phones
constantly and nervously
fumbling through texts.
When the first round
ended, the tall strapping
right-hander was
approaching an internal
nervous battle. Fulenchek
was initially ranked by the
MLB Network as the 57th
slotted player in the draft,

Fulenchek:
"I want to thank everyone who
has supported me throughout
the many years of playing
baseball. This week has been a
dream come true. Being drafted
by the Atlanta Braves has
opened the door to the next
chapter of my life, but there is a
long road ahead. Today, I turn
18 and graduate from Howe
High School with all of my
friends and classmates. I want
to thank the people of Howe
who have supported me and my
family the whole way. Also, I
want to thank the Atlanta
Braves for giving me the
opportunity to continue my
dream. But most of all, my
thanks goes to The Lord who
has blessed me with this gift." -
Garrett Fulenchek
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Brave new world
however, 57 came and went. The first round
of the draft took an enormous amount of time
with four minutes between each pick (due to
television commercials sales and promotion),
but the second round flew by with picks
coming every one minute. And that's when
things got crazy. Longtime Atlanta Brave
Ralph Garr came to the podium and cited the
following words that forever changed Garrett
Fulenchek and Howe, Texas.

"With the 66th selection of the 2014 First-
Year Draft, the Atlanta Braves select Garrett
Fulenchek of Howe High School of Howe,
Texas."

In his first interview as a professional
baseball player, Fulenchek spoke of
happiness.

"My dream finally came true. I finally got
drafted." said Fulenchek. When asked about
what he thought about the Braves
orgranization, he said, "I'm honored to be in
their organization."

Continued from Page #1
Fulenchek had his entire family of
Fulencheks, Lillys, Powells, and Messicks on-
hand for the family event that they will never
forget. The party was at Fulenchek's home on
Enloe Road and as one would make the drive
past the rows and rows of corn to get to the
house, one could only imagine the stories that
might one day be told of the big kid from a
tiny town who made it to "the show."

Fulenchek's father James Fulenchek was also
a Howe Bulldog baseball player. He was the
right-fielder on the 1992 Howe team that was
ranked #1 in the state for the vast majority of
the season by entering the playoffs with a
record of 27-2. Up until Thursday night, that
was the biggest thing to ever happen to
Howe's baseball program.

"I'm an instant Braves fan and I'm so proud
for him." said the older Fulenchek.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported
that Braves scouting director Tony DeMacio
said the power pitching right-hander has long
been under the watchful eye of Braves area
scout Gerald Turner.

Turner is the same scout who signed Braves
shortstop Andrelton Simmons, a second round
pick from Curacao by way of Western
Oklahoma State, and Evan Gattis, the 23rd
round pick from Forney, TX, who became one
of baseball’s most remarkable success stories
last season.

“You can’t get anything by Gerald out in
Texas,” DeMacio said.

Fulenchek had graduation practice the following
day on Friday and graduated from Howe High
School on Saturday afternoon. Fulenchek also
turned 18 on Saturday to officially make it the
worlds greatest birthday weekend.

The slot amount for the Braves to sign the 66th
pick was $860,000, but it was confirmed that
Fulenchek received $1 million and will receive
eight semesters of college tuition at Dallas
Baptist University under the college scholarship
plan. He will sign his contract on Tuesday and
fly to Florida on Wednesday to start his
professional career.

2003 Ford Super Duty F-250 Lariat

Now Handling Your Auto Repair Needs

continued on Page #10
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with the football team in the 1960's
and 70's.

"I carried the chains on the
sidelines. The older my kids got, I
got to carry the down box. Norman
Dickey (who was head coach then)
would like for me to have the down
box so I could help him out and give
him hand signals about how far he
needed to get for a first down."
Thornhill remembered.

He also spent time as the "Voice of
Bulldog Stadium" starting in 1982
and spent 30 years in that role at
varsity home football games for
Howe.

Thornhill worked 18 years for IBM
in Sherman and later worked 18
years for Oscar Mayer in Sherman.
While visiting with he and Joan, she
quickly pointed out that she's been
his boss for the last 20 years during
his retirment.

Thornhill that they were interested
in making the purchase and
wanted to know what it would
cost to make the purchase.

Not revealing the total cost,
Thornhill says that he offered the
property to the school well under
appraised value and it was closed
on May 22 of this year.

"It wasn't two weeks later, they
were moving dirt." says
Thornhill. And they've been
moving dirt ever since."

There are two barns that the
Thornhills will still maintain until
they are no longer on the
property. The land that houses the
two barns has actually already
been deeded to the school.

Thornhill moved to Howe in 1960
and married his wife Joan in the
same year. It didn't take him long
to get active with the school
considering the couple had four
children in school. He was elected
to the Howe Board of Trustees in
April of 1967 and served 12 years
until his children had all graduated
from Howe.

He also served in numerous ways

Leon Thornhill's 40 year investment
pays off for Bulldogs

An investment made over forty years
ago paid off for Leon Thornhill and
the community of Howe.

The Thornhills purchased ten acres
of a 59 acre tract from the Patterson
family which was located directly
behind their house on north Denny
Street and just north of Bulldog
Stadium and the athletic complex.
Their property was just over the
right field wall of the baseball park.

"I bought ten acres back then
because that's all I could afford at
the time. I bought it just to buy it
because it was right behind my
house." says Leon Thornhill. "I
always told everybody that if I got
ready to sell it, I'd give the school
the first option to buy it."

In late March of this year, Thornhill
received a phone call from
Superintendent Kevin Wilson who
told him that Howe ISD was
thinking about buying his property.

Thornhill had the land appraised last
year and he gave Wilson a copy of
the appraisal that showed the value
and it was taken to the Board of
Trustees of Howe ISD in April.
Two weeks later, Wilson informed

Joan claimed that if baseballs that
were hit over the right field wall in
to their property could have
multiplied, they'd have been set.

Joan Thornhill talked how
beautiful the construction is going
on behind their house. She
mentioned that the best part is that
they don't have to worry about
mowing it anymore.

One of Leon's best memories of
serving on the school board came
when they built the state of the art
gymnasium in 1968 with the
suspended floor. That gym is
knows as Charles R. Thompson
Gymnasium at the middle school.

Leon Thornhill grew up a Sherman
Bearcat and graduated from there
in 1954 and is celebrating their
60th class reunion this summer.
While asking him if he was still a

Joan and Leon Thornhill stand in front of the property that they
sold to Howe ISD for the expansion of the athletic complex.

Continued on Page #4
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Bearcat or a Bulldog, he quickly
remarked that he was a Bulldog.
And piping in was Joan who said
said he was Bulldog "all the way
to the bone."

Joan even told Leon that when he
dies, they're going to put him in a
black and white jersey and a
Bulldog hat and a microphone in
his hand.

"I'm an ex-Bearcat and I went to
one of their games last year. They
lost. It seems like every time I go
to one of their games, they lose.
Thornhill said. "Now that I'm not
announcing anymore, I may go
see a couple of their games this
year. I'll still make three of four
home games for Howe."

While strolling out the back door
to take a picture of the couple
married for 54 years, they started
walking towards their old land
holding hands just as newlyweds
would. The Thornhills are a
reminder of a different generation
of people who come from a
different time.

Thornhill spends much of his time
in scripture and can be seen each
Tuesday night at Howe First
Baptist Church's men's Bible
Study helping younger and newer

Christians with their walk and just
to serve as a mentor.

The definition of character is the
mental and moral qualities
distinctive to an individual.

Because Leon Thornhill put the
school ahead of his own personal
wealth, kids of Howe ISD will play
ball on his land for years and years
to come.
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Howe schools gave Hannah
Savage her start and a foundation
of support to start reaching her
dreams.

She was a little girl that loved to
sing. Raised by her mother,

Kathleen Savage Todd, the owner
of The School Zone Academy in
Howe, she started in Howe and
made her way all over the country
with her vocal talents.

Her first singing experience
outside of Howe was in Branson,
Missouri working two shows a
day under Yakov Smirnoff, the
famous Russian comedian. She
sang in front of approximately
2,500 people per day for two
years. She claims that her
confidence came from Howe and
the support from the community
including people like Ray
Bledsoe.

Her mother said, "In my business,
in early child development, that's
what's important. It's taking

Former Howe student and singer graduates from Booker T. Washington
these young children and saying,
'what can you do and you can do
better than anyone else.?' And then
build that child."

Coming back from Branson, she
auditioned for Dallas ISD's
nationally known Booker T.
Washington High School for the
Performing and Visual Arts with
900 students. Out of the 900, they
selected 88 students for the
freshman class. Out of those 88,
they selected six in their music
department and Savage was one of
them.

In the interview, they asked her
where she studied and learned and
her answer was simply, Howe,
Texas.

In all actuality, it was Hugh Moody
of Austin College that first gave her
formal training at a very young
age. She learned from Moody to
sing bel canto which is a style of
Italian opera.

By age eight, Savage was singing
operas in Italian. Because of that
training for Moody, she used that
form and style to get in to Booker
T. Washington.

What she became more interested
in was the jazz ensemble and joined
her sophomore year. It was in her
junior year that they were invite to
sing at the Montreux Jazz Festival
in California and won first in the
nation.

When Harry Connick, Jr. visited
Booker T. Washington, Savage was
assigned to him to be his senior
guide throughout the school.

A jazz singer, she has sang at the
House of Blues and even in
Tennessee with Louise Mandrell.
She actually got her start by
auditioning for the next Shirley
Temple at Disney World at age

five. Being too young to read, at
age five, she wasn't selected, but
did get tobe there that summer with
a "princess pass."

"Hannah is very humble and I
know and everybody knows that it's
because she lived in Howe. She
has never lost that. She always
knows that she's not too big for
those britches. And if she thinks
she is, she's got a brother and three
sisters that will put her in her
place." says her mother.

Her siblings are Halona, Haley,
Halsey, and Haleen. Each sibling
made huge sacrifices for the baby
of the family and packed up and
moved to Branson and left Howe
for the unknown.

"When I had all of these kids, I said
I ws going to get everyone of them
graduated whatever I had to do. I
came from a family of five children
and I was the only one who
graduated high school." said Todd

Todd opened The School Zone
Academy in 1985, but sold in in
2003 to move Hannah to Branson.
Upon their return, she bought the
school back in 2005.

Having to be a Dallas resident, her
mother rented an apartment in
Dallas and commuted to Howe
daily for Savage to be able to
attend schools.

It was a performing ceremony at
her graduation at the Myerson
Symphony Center in Dallas last
week.

Savage will attend Texas Women's
University in the fall to get a dual
degree in music and therapy. Her
goal is to be a music therapist. She
wants to help autistic children by
way of music therapy. Helping and
nurturing kids is a family business.

Hannah Savage
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Local Church Calendar
First United Methodist Church of Howe
Wednesday, June 11
9:00 am - Wednesday Workers
6:30 pm - Jr. High Youth
7:30 pm - Sr. High Youth
Thursday, June 12
6:00 pm - Boy Scouts
Sunday, June 15
9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 - Worship service

First Baptist Church Howe
Monday, June 9
6:30pm - Ladies Discipleship Class
Tuesday, June 10
10:00am - Ladies Discipleship Class
8:00 pm - Ladies Bible Study
8:00 pm - Men's Bible Study
Wednesday, June 11
6:45 pm - Youth RUSH Hour
6:45 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:30 pm - Adult Chior Rehearsal
8:30 pm - Praise Team Rehearsal
Sunday, June 15
8:00 am - Traditional Worship
9:45 am - Bible Fellowship
11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Howe Church of Christ
Tuesday, June 10
10:00 am - Terrific Tuesday Bible Class
Wednesday, June 11
7:00 pm - Bible Classes (all ages)
Friday, June 13
7:00 pm - Friday Bible Study Group
Sunday, June 15
9:00 am - Bible Classes (all ages)
10:00 am - Worship Service
6:00 pm - Worship Service

First Baptist Church Dorchester
Wednesday, June 11
7:00 pm - Children's Ministry
7:00 pm - Youth Ministry
7:00 pm - Adult Prayer & Bible Study
Sunday, June 15
9:00 am - Men's Prayer Time
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - A.M.Worship Service
5:00 pm - Adult Chior Practice
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

New Beginning Fellowship
Wednesday, June 11
7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm - Kids Church
7:00 pm - Radiate Youth
Sunday, June 15
10:00 am - Kids Church
10:00 am - Morning Service

GROW YOUR BUSINESS

OVER 3,900 PEOPLE
HAVE VISITED

HOWEENTERPRISE.COM

MWALKER@HOWEENTERPRISE.COM

Howe Youth Football
2014 Red River Youth Football League:

July 12th – Football Sign-ups (Howe
Auxiliary Gym - times TBA)
July 19th – Football Sign-ups (Howe
Auxiliary Gym - times TBA)
July 26th – Equipment Handout (Howe
Auxiliary Gym - times TBA)
July 28th - First day of practice (helmets
only)
August 4th - First day of practice (full pads)
August 16th - Weigh-ins (site TBA)
August 23rd - First game

If you have questions or need more
information please contact Chris Campbell
at 214-504-6376

Lone Star Hoops
Basketball Camp

This years's camp will be July 7-10 at Howe
High School Gymnasium. Pre-registration
is through June 14 and is $110. After June
14, it is $125 which requires a $50 deposit.

For more information call Derek Lands at
903-821-1791
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accusing Him. Jesus stayed on the
cross for us with power and self
control. That is humility. Pride
will take you far away from God
and will lead you to arrogance and
sin. Mark 9:35, “If anyone desires
to be first, he shall be last and
servant of all.” Be willing to park
the farthest, be the last in line, be
the unsung hero and work behind
the scenes take the smallest slice of
pizza and pass when there is not
enough. Humility will not gain at
the expense of others and the Lord
will promote the humble and allow
pride to fall.
“Obey God’s message! Don’t fool
yourselves by just listening to it. If
you hear the message and don’t
obey it, you are like people who
stare at themselves in a mirror and
forget what they look like as soon
as they leave. Don’t ever stop
looking at the perfect law that sets
you free. God will bless you in
everything you do if you obey and
don’t just hear and forget.” James
1:22-25. The law of the Old
Testament is there for us to see
how far away from perfection we
are. The older I get the more
magnified I need that mirror to be!
When I stare into that magnified
mirror to but my makeup on I see
my flaws not yours.

Be blessed with the knowledge of
God’s Word.

Faith

“My dear friends, you should be
quick to listen and slow to speak or
to get angry. If you are angry, you
cannot do any of the good things
that God wants done. Stop doing
immoral or evil, instead be humble
and accept the message that is
planted in you to save you.” James
1:19-20. James wrote a general
letter to Christian everywhere and it
is certainly relevant for us today.
Notice he is talking about our
temper in one sentence then warns
us to stay clear of evil and
immorality the next. How are we to
stay clear of evil? “Instead be
humble and be a doer of the
message that saves us.” Humility is
power. Jesus was humble in His
response to the crowd yelling and

by Debbie Wallis
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Bid goes to Metal Masters for completion of press
box and field house

Abby's Restaurant - 110 E. Haning St
Howe, TX - 903-487-8860

In a called Board of Trustees meeting in
order to decide on bids to complete the
athletic complex, the board considered two
bids that were submitted on Friday
morning that opened at 11am. The jobs
were for the interior completion of the new
field house, remodel of the existing field
house and removal of the old press box and
the building of a new one.

One bid was submitted by Fountaine
Construction, who submitted a bid for the
new field house completion of $119,257
and remodel of the existing field house of
$71,218. They did not submit a bid for the
press box.

Metal Masters, which is owned by 1992
Howe graduate Roger Brown submitted for
completion of the new field house for
$97,400 and remodel of the existing field
house of $69,300. A press box removal
and completion bid was sent for $64,600.
This came to a total of $231,300. Brown
will sub-contract a portion of the job to
Akins Construction owned by Kent Akins,
who is also a Howe graduate.

Superintendent Kevin Wilson told the
board that these amounts were a little
higher than they had hoped for, but while
going through the process twice, he

recomended approval of the bid of Metal
Masters based on time considerations, the
full construction job and the amount bid.
The board approved the motion with none
opposed. Pat Stewart made the motion
and Clint Catching seconded it.

The school opened for bid last month and
only received one bid, which was for
$300,000 by Shawn Stephenson
Construction. The board denied the bid
and went in a different direction receiving
a maximum expenditure offer of
$300,000.

The school had budgeted for the project to
be in the neighborhood of $150,000, but
says that they can reduce the cost of the
winning bid of $231,300 by reusing
equipment that came out of the old field
house that was torn down. Toilets, urinals
and showerheads were all less than a year
old in the old field house. Those have
been stored and kept to be re-used to save
tax payer dollars.

"I think this is a fair bid based on the
process we've gone through. We missed
it on the $150,000 but I still want to get as
close to that as possible by doing some of
the modifications." said Wilson.

Roger Brown of Metal Masters and Kent Akins of Akins Construction.

Continued on Page #10
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Brave new world

Open 'til midnight

every night 'til August

1/2
price
shakes
all day
on June

19

Athletic Complex Construction Continued from Page #9

The toilets that the architect used will be
downgraded and other specifics such as
reducing the number of bathrooms and
showers and demolishing less concrete in
the existing field house as the initial plans
called for. These reductions can get the cost
closer to $200,000 for the entire project
minus what is already taking place by
Shawn Stephenson Construction.

Wilson says overall the project is doing well
budget -wise. They bid 8,000 tons of rock
and will be below 7,000. That is a savings
of around $20,000. He said that none of the
other bids should be over budget.

A discussion of re-bidding was quickly
halted because of the time restraint.
Another bidding would take another two
weeks away from time of construction. The
first football activity for Bulldog Stadium is
scheduled for August 21 with a scrimmage
vs. Paris Chisum.

Roger Brown said that he plans on starting
on the project Monday morning by the time
this edition publishes. He will have the
insurance submitted to the school and will
start with the construction of the existing
field house bathrooms.

The existing field house had two separate
public restrooms for male and females.
That field house will now have exclusivly
men's public restrooms while the new field
house will have exclusively women's public
restrooms.

The press box will be constructed at the
home of Roger Brown and will be lifted
in to place with a crane.

"Kent (Akins) is going to be in on it with
me and he's going to be the sub-
contractor for me and he's going to do a
lot. He's going to be doing one thing
while I'm doing another so we can tag
team and get it done.

It was Kent Akins' father Murray Akins
who constructed the previous field house
in 1966 that was recently removed.

The removal of that field house was
contracted to Shawn Stephenson
Construction in May. With the purchase
of the property previously owned by
Leon Thornhill, the school decided to
upgrade the athletic complex by adding a
softball field, upgrading parking,
removing the old field house,
constructing a new field house and
constructing a new press box. All of the
work excluding this latest bid is currently
being done by Stephenson.

With Brown, Akins and Stephenson
involved with the project, it shows that
Howe is loyal to it's own graduates. All
three were graduates of Howe. Kent
Akins was in the Class of 1983, Shawn
Stephenson graduated in 1991 while
Roger Brown was a 1992 Howe graduate.

Shawn Stephenson working on the athletic complex last Thursday

Continued from Page #2

Fulenchek has a good head on his shoulders. He
won't be making any hand signals of rolling in
dough (ala Johnny Football). He is just a humble
kid from a humble community. The only thing that
is not humble about Fulenchek is is blistering 94
mile per hour fastball and biting slider.

This weekend, which started a little early, changed
his life. Fulenchek's broad shoulders will now be
carrying 2,600 new Braves fans from Howe, Texas
on his flight to Florida on Wednesday.

Garrett Fulenchek poses with proud parents

The year that Garrett Fulenchek was born, the Atlanta
Braves were the defending World Series Champions.

On the day Fulenchek was born, Greg Maddux gave
up seven earned runs and the Braves lost at Colorado
19-8.

Fulenchek shares a birthday with Don Money,
Thurman Munson, former Rangers Doug Mathis and
Mark Lowe. The last Atlanta player to share his
birthday was Hub Perdue, born in 1882.



howeenterprise.com Monday, June 9, 2014 Page #11

Some of the seniors with Coach Simmons when they
were in kindergarten

over 400 pictures are available at howeenterprise.com
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